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CHAPTER  I 


INTI^DUCTIJN 

There  have  been  many  etudiee  made  of  the  Bh^lleh  novel  dur- 
ing the  nlnet  enth  century,  bat  very  little  attention  has  been 
given  to  the  develorxnent  of  the  fashionable  novel  which  took 
>lace  In  the  first  thlrty«flvo  years  of  the  century#  The 
i)OBe  of  this  thesis  IS  to  trace  the  develorxnont  of  this  particu- 
lar type  of  novel  In, all  Its  phases,  fron  its  birth  In  the  early 
elgiite^  n-hundredo  to  Its  death  In  the  late  thirties# 

From  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century,  novels  were 
written  that  treated  of  fashion  and  society#  However,  up  to 
1624,  the  treatment  of  those  subjects  was  not  extensive#  In 
1624,  Theodore  Hook  published  his  first  series  of  ^^.vln'-B  and 
Doln  o In  which  he  definitely  an  ^haslsed  fashion  and  socloty# 
tils  novels  received  popular  acclaim,  so  he  continued  writing,  on 
those  subjects#  Soon  other  writers  followed  him,  notably  Wrs# 
Catherine  Core,  who  was  one  of  the  most  prolific  and  popular 
writers  of  this  type  of  novol#  According  to  the  opinion  of  the 
best  souices  available,  oeieclally  ”yron  Hrl^htfl eld’s  hcodore 
liook  and  Ills  novelo.  and  iSmest  Hakor’s  nistorv  of  the  mnllsh 
novel.  V#  7,  the  other  noteworthy  writers  of  these  novels  were 
Horace  Smith,  Kobert  War<l,  Thomas  Lister,  Henry  Phlnps,  charlotte 
bury,  Lstitla  Landon,  Lady  Dlenslngton,  Mrs#  Trollope,  Benjamin 
Disraeli,  and  bulwor-lytton# 
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Tho  popul'jrlty  of  the  fAshlonable  novel  continued  Into  the 
elchteon-thlrtloo;  thon  about  1835  It  beg'^n  to  fall  into  dia- 
^ favor*  Howovor,  eome  rjrltera»  ©opeclally  the  tlreleao  Mra*  uore, 
continued  wltlng  in  the  saro  style  for  the  ne?rt  ton  years* 

In  preparlnr.  trie  thealci  iirlGhtfield'e  book  and  aalcer's 
history  have  been  Invaluable  guides . Genoral  histories  of  the 
century  have  not  contributed  a groat  donl  since  their  treotmont 
of  the  subject  has  been  rather  cursory  and  repetitious*  In  nmy 
casoe  the  oubject  has  been  omitted  entirely*  llowover,  a few 
opeci  1 studies  (see  bibliography)  have  provo*^  vory  helpful* 
Perlodlcnls  of  the  time  such  ns  tilacItwood*s  feUnburrh.  ""nr.as'lno, 
the  ^-ai-rtorlv  Uoview  and  the  fa41nburrh  "evlo^  have  proved  excel- 
lent sources  for  contemporary  opinions  and  criticisms.  -In  find- 
ing later  crlticlans  and  opinion(%  it  has  been  nec©ORai7  to  de- 
pend on  chance  referenoeo  in  the  general  histories*  Concerning 
the  novels  themselves,  tho  two  main  figures  in  tho  school, 
Theodore  Hook  and  Catherine  Gore,  have  been  concentrated  on, 
and  their  importance  as  fai^ionable  novelists  illustrated*  In 

f 

treating  the  lesser  writers,  their  most  reproscntatlv©  novel 
has  been  selected  and  its  contribution  to  the  school  pointed 
out* 
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CfUPTEK  II 


SOriAl,  AND  fiX;ONOaiC  backqi^ounds 

' ' 3 1 , 

In  ordor  to  undorBtand  completoly  tho  devolOTinent  and  euc- 
cesB  of  the  fashlonablo  novels  It  1b  neceosary  to  reirlefr  the 
social  and  economic  conditions  of  Si^^land  during  the  period  700"- 
18AO  in  so  far  as  they  are  pertinent  to  this  development. 

In  rogau?d  to  society,  this  period  was  noted  for  its  :;^ea»Are- 
eoeking  and  exclusiveness • Lovett  and  Hughes^  state  that  the 

• f 

Regency  and  reign  o Weorge  IV  ooverod  a period  in  which  there 

was  a freedom  from  national  danger  which  showed  itself  in  an  ao- 

> 

celoration  of  luxury  and  pleasure  seeking;  that  the  nobility  drew 
attention  because  of  its  frivolity  an>^  discipation;  and  that  the 
reflection  came  in  the  novel  of  fashionable  life  where  the  man- 
ners and  vices  of  the  great  were  exhibited. 

Trnill^  says  that  from  1^‘13-1B32  exclusiveness  was  the 
golden  rule  of  society  in  London;  that  the  toot  of  memberaf  ip  in 

the  fashionable  world  was  a ticket  of  admission  to  Almack's, 

)• 

London's  famous  club  and  assembly  rooms;  and  that  tho  lady  ratron- 
esses  who  held  the  key  of  t .ls  seventh  heaven  were  I nown  to  be 
inflexible. 

^ R.  a.  Lovett  and  Hughes,  H.  3.,  ''istor^  of  the  ■■ovel  in 
i^^land  (bostons  Houghton  Mifflin  CJo.,  1932),  p.  10. 

2 H.  D.  Traill  and  Mann,  J.  b.edo.,  Social  Ehrla  d (Ifew 
lorks  G.  ?.  Putnam's  sons,  1904),  V.  6,  p.  07* 
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Althoui::h  B^iand  has  always  boan  class  oonsolous,  apoarently 


the  breach  botweon  classes  was  at  this  tlrce  wider  th*m  ever*  A 
blackwood  writer^  said  that  within  the  pc.st  thirty  years  (lOOO- 
1830)  a GToat  separation  had  Insensibly  c!TOwi  up  between  the 
hlsher  orders  of  the  aristocracy  and  the  middle  e^assoe*  There 
was  no  good  will  or  kindly  feella:^  at  all;  angllsh  society  had 
attalnei  ©xcluslvoneoo  to  the  greatest  degret;  In  those  thirty 
years*  Socloty  groups  were  comr>3ced  of  “fox-’-untors  and  syco- 
phants, whiskered  dandles,  or  scarlot-pantaloonod  h^issars,  the 
Qier.-inLQQ  of  Almacks,  and  the  loungers  of  3t*  Jamoo*a  atroet 
clubs* 

As  for  the  middle  classes,  this  sono  author  said  that  flat- 
tery and  influence  from  the  oxoluslvoa  meant  a great  deal* 

In  truth,  the  passion  of  the  middling  ranks  for  notice' 
from  the  nobility,  for  a^nlsolon  Into  their  circles,  and 
oven  a bow  or  a amlle  from  their  le  ding  characters,  is 
perfectly  ridiculous,  and  is  of  the  features  of  our 
political  situation,  which  most  excites  the  vastonlshment  of 
forolgnors*3 

The  writer  further  stated  that  the  Influx  of  fashlonablo  novels 
and  the  ea^omocs  with  which  they  were  devoured  was  roof  of 
that  middle-class  attitude* 

31nco  social  conditions  and  attitudes  arise  largely  from 

» ‘ 

economic  conditions,  It  Is  essential  to  note  the  economic  state 


J Vol*  35*  January,  1834.  pp*  71-*73 
_ loo*  olt*,  p*  73 
3 Ibid*,  p*  75, 
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of  ffirirT'^nd  rt,  this  the  r7l:o1.n  It  rns  a t'  o of  oroo- 

porlty  and  chnarc.  'Hio  o'no  nlaclrvroocl  antljor  st.?.tod  tlint  In 
January,  iCrjA,  a nrofound  peace  had  Gr:5.Dto«T  for  nino  years • 

Our  manufacturing:  cities  rosoimdod  ??lth  th  •;  din  of  busy 
worl’-ren;  our  harbours  wore  crowded  with  the  masts  of  mer- 
cantile entorerls©;  the  ocoaji  was  whitened  by  tho  oalls  of 
our  fleets j the  rich  wore  affluent  and  prosperous— the  ,:»oor 
Industrious  and  cont^?r.tcd,  * ♦ r^very  waste  ra;  wav'’ n(f  wi  th 
com;  or  dotted  by  innumerable  flocks;  financial  diffi- 
culties oeemod  to  ^avo  dloap  orro*t, , . the  6tr:nG©ct  heads 
were  swept  away  by  the  unparalleled  flood  of  prosperity*^ 

This  period  of  prosperity  was  likewise  a time  of  transition# 
l‘he  Industrial  revolution  at  the  ond  of  the  eighteenth  cer.tury 
was  chun^jlng  £*igland  from  an  a^jrl cultural  to  an  industrial  coun- 
try# Although  there  is  no  source  known  to  no  which  shows  a defi- 
nite connection  between  this  Industrial  revolution  and  the 
faehlonablo  novel.  It  seems  logical  to  assume  a connection  for 
this  rcas  n:  As  a result  of  the  revolution  a new  class  of  rich 

manufacturers  sprang  up,  whose  aln  was  to  make  money  as  fast  as 
possible#  Nov;  those  mfsn  nnd  their  famllios  aspired  to  high  so- 
cial rank;  once  they  had  the  rioney,  all  thoy  wanto^:  was  a I'josl- 
tlon  in  tho  orcluslvo  circle.  On  th's  :x>lnt  Hmect  3akor^  Ststco 
that  In  tho  olShtoon-twcntlos  tho  industrial  revolution  was 
beginning  to  upoot  social  landmarks  and  start  rapid  channos  in 
clrxsD  distinctions  and  mannorc.  a writ  or  in  the  wUartorlv  review^ 
gives  furthca?  authority  for  this  view  In  stating  that  at  this 

^ Ibldi,  p.  69 • 

® Emost  A;  Baker,  Uiatorv  of  the  I^n  1.1  ah  T!ov-  -1  (lx)ndoni 
ri.  F#  and  A;  itherby,  193^) § v#  7,  p*  204, 

5 Vol.  48,  October,  I832,  p.'  166. 
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time  the  middle  olase  liad  a great  aribitien  to  rise  into  the  uppor 

claos;  tJiat  the  deairo  of  rifling  and  the  fear  of  oinking  had 

pushed  the  middle  claosos  in  their  attempts  to  go  ontvaz*d  and  up* 

ward*  Uulf<^x>*Z^*tton  also  states  that 

In  proportion  as  the  aristocracy  had  become  social^  and 
fashion  allowed  tlio  members  of  the  more  mediocre  classes  a 
hope  to  outstep  the  boundaries  of  foi'tune^  and  be  quasi* 
ariotoo:A.te  themsolvoe,  people  eagerly  sought  for  r^'.pre^ 
sentatlons  of  the  manners  which  they  aspired  to  imitato» 
and  the  circles  to  wr.lch  it  was  not  im  osolble  to  belong.^ 

This  middle  class  as  dration  and  the  reaction  of  the  upoer  class 
to  it»  forms  the  theme  of  a number  of  fas'  ionable  novels,  and 
seems  to  be  a natural  outcome  of  conditions  arising  from  the  in- 
dustrial revolution. 

The  fashionable  novels,  then,  were  written  mostly  in  a 
period  of  ooonomie  prosperity  and  social  excluelvenens;  they  were 
a reflection  of  an  era  in  which  money  and  position  seemed  to 
occ  py  the  place  of  importance  in  the  ixibllc  eye.  Until  approxi- 
mately 1C3S-1840,  when  the  economic  and  social  changes  began  to 
be  felt  widely,  tr.eoe  novels  found  their  temporary  niche  in  the 
field  of  literature* 

^ Bulwor*Iytton,  i^:land  and  the  Ihraio!^  (Sew  York:  J.  and 

J.  Harper,  1833 J,  V.2,  pn.  7>7^ 
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CHAPTER  III 


THE  RISE  OF  THE  FAUHIOSIASLE  NOVEL 

.In  the  prevlouo  chapter  It  has  been  i^olntotl  out  that  social 
conditions  In  ^^^agland  were  conducive  to  the  rise  of  the  fashion- 
able novel;  as  a Blaokv;ood  reviewer’  suggoeted^  tho  fashionable 
novel  wac  a y-product  of  tho  ag©«  During  the  period  lBOO»l84o 
tho  arletocrrtcy  was  in  a state  in  which  it  had  novor  boon  before; 
tho  novels  noro  a natural  mirror  of  the  times  in  which  the  foi- 

^ P 

bios  of  tho  ariotocracy  played  a proTlnent  part#  Any  v/ritor 
v.ho  was  kQon  enou^;h  to  see  tho  lucrative  possibilities  in  this 
new  subject  for  novel  writing  had  the  stage  properly  sot# 

Also#  the  reading  public  was  in  a receptive  mood  for  the 
rise  of  thiii  Iiind  of  novel.  People  wore  living  in  a period  of 

tho  abrldgsiont  of  labor  where  the  easiest  work  appeared  the  most 

) 

clianalng*  Tlils  temper  was  carried  over  into  the  field  of  rend- 
ing; the  novel  easiest  to  rea<i  was  the  most  popular#  The  gates 
wore  lot  dO'iTH  and  raodiocro  autliors  writing  mediocre  novels  were 
admitted#  People  would  tolerate  only  llgJit  readinr;,  takln  a 
**dip“  Into  entort  lining  menoix’S#  bulv;er-Lytton^  speaks  of  those 

conditions  and  blamos  the  people  for  allowing  them#  On  the 

4 

other  hand#  Cliarles  Knight  excuses  the  people  and  says  that  it 

J Vol.  3p#  January.  I83A#  p*  75. 

^ Ibiu#.  pp#  71-75.' 

5 Bulwer-Lytton.  r^aul  Clifford  (New  Yox^j'  J#  and  J#  Harper, 
1830).  V.  1.  Introduction  p-#  ^I-VIII# 

^ C#  Knight,  ^ o pul  or  History  of  ijnaanrt  (London:  Hradbury 

and  Evans,  1662),  v#  8,  pp#  '76-A77# 
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muot  be  talien  into  ooneld  oral  ion  that  this  was  a transition  pciioA 
in  which  an  tidjuatment  had  to  bo  He  says  tliat  poopJe  wore 

hard  workings  and  wanted  relaxation  at  the  end  >f  th®  dp^s  th«t 
they  were  in  a new  o*  riiolsin^  to  idiloli  they  hod  to  accuatoca 
their  livoe*  Tholr  onoi’G^os  wor©  overta^iod  ond  therefore  anuao- 
merit  was  a.l  they  dosired  from  their  reallnf^.  A larcc  portion 
of  the  readaro  wore  bcslnnero  who  had  had  no  training,  so  serious 
application  couldnH  be  expected*  A newly  found  l isure  had 
greatly  enlarg  e the  size  of  the  re  ding  public* 

Sir  ^ Iter  3cott  also  helped  tlie  fashion  ble  novel  to  riao 
tlirou  h the  fact  that  his  popularity  had  caused  novel  writing  in 
general  to  rise  in  importance  as  is  evidenced  by  tlie  fact  that 
the  **annucL?  yield  of  British  novels  had  boen  qu' drupled  by  the 
tl*n©  of  3oott*a  death  (183^?)  as  compared  with  wh  t it  had  ^een 
when  he  wa  in  the  middle  of  hie  Waverley  series  (about  1824),**^ 

In  adiition  to  the  fact  that  a roa-ly  subject  and  a ready  ^ 
audience  opened  the  way  for  the  fashionable  novel,  It  must  be 
tc^icn  into  cohcldoration  that  there  was  no  other  literature  that 
offered  serious  competition*  doorge  balntsbury^  says  that  In 
the  late  twantics  and  thirties,  .the  country  was  badly  off  for 
novelists,  ©opociolly  those  of  modem  and  contemporary  life. 
Scott's  best,  ho  states,  had  been  written,  riss  Austen  was  dead, 
and  Dickais  liad  not  yet  cooo;  tlmt  ueott'o  lino  was  different, 

^ David  &lfasson,  British  ^^oyolistn  ond  TliOir  ^tvle  ( Boston t 
Gould-and  Ilncoln,  1059),  P.  .2187 

2 Goorgo  Salntobury,  Tho  CoiJor  ted  i^noavi;  and  goers  o£ 
Ooorr.e  Saints’ /urv  (London:  . J.I1*  bent  and  Sons,  193B)  v.  2,  p*l6l. 


and  that  lilss  Auatan  had  mado  no  aohool.  Hook  v/roto  on  aubjocts 
tliat  were  easy  for  him  and  fdiloh  m v In  keeping  with  the  nood 
and  tlnses.  Wrltore  followed  in  Mb  foototo  ie  and  a new  Bchool 
was  bom.  /Jll-in-all  It  sgcsos  that  Book  launched  hie  career  at 
a iQOBt  au.::<piciOus  tlise« 

In  rc£,aid  to  other  fields  of  llteraturo*  there  wee  likewise 
no  serious  competition  offered*  There  was  nothing  being  written 
in  the  field  of  the  drama^  and  the  last  poet,  Hymn»  had  satie- 
flod  people's  taste  for  poetry  for  a tl'ao.  In  fact*  Culwer- 
Lytton^  suggoots  that  with  the  death  of  liyron  there  was  a nah«al 
distaste  for  poetry  and  this  increased  the  desire  for  prose 
fiction* 

It  also  happ^.od  at  this  time  that  there  was  a trend  toward 

realign,  iilr  Walter  acott  earlier  had  written  stories  of  national 

life  and  marmoro  in  Scotland*  and  tiad  found  out 

tliat  facts  are  better  than  fiction;  that  there  is  no  ro^mce 
like  the  romance  of  real  life;  and  that  if  we  can  but  ar- 
rive at  what  men  feel,  do,  and  say  in  striking  and  singular 
situations,  the  result  will  be  more  lively,  audible,  and 
full  of  vent  tlian  the  fine-soun  cobwebs  of  the  brain*  **he 
has  conjured  up  the  actual  people  he  has  to  de^^il  with*** in 
their  habits  as  they  live^l*^ 

The  reador  of  tlie  day  was  interested  in  facts*  He  w&'nted  "a 
correct  and  striking  representation  of  that  which  is  dally  tak* 
Ing  place  around  him,  according  to  a writer  in  the  ^.:u  rt.crlv 
eview  who  aaja  that  tl:is  realistic  trend  had  beon  going  on 


^ Qulwor*Iytton,  ihgland  and  the  iin.'lish,  v* 
2 j * zeitiin 

JxfonJ  UnlVQT^ity  Press,,  l^lp),  P«_^?7. 


^ Vol.  24,  J anuary. 
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2,  p*  73* 
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since  the  bOjjlnnlng  of  the  nineteenth  century.  In  the  rise  of 
the  fashionable  novels  the  public  obtained  a 6trlkin6  ropronen- 
tation  of.  that  irhlch  was  dally  taking  placo  around  it;  how 
correct  it  w^o  la  another  aatter. 

PUrt.!'iCniioro,  claaa  consclousnei^e  had  ito  effect  on  the  rise 
of  those  fashionable  novels,  Which  **illu8trat©  feolin  s very 
deeply  rootod,  and  productive  of  no  cownon  revolution. "3. 

lo  extroQGly.  clascx-oonsclous  and  divided,  and  bo- 

2 

cause  of  thlo  fact  a reviewer  In  the  lj^inl>ur;^i.  I>e-  lo\;  oays  the 
fashionable  novel  found  its  opportunity,  class  Is  distinct 

from  the  other  and  has  its  own  peculiar  modec  and  habits  of 
thou^t, -ind  action;  yot  at  tlio  same  tine  the  separation  has 
nevor  been  so  o;^clu8lvo  but  that  an  enterprising  and  talented 
person  could  creujh  through  the  gates.  Therefore,  says  this 
reviewer,  there  w«e  a natiiral  and  general  Intorost  In  the  say- 
ings, doings,  and  manners  of  the  upper  clan  , and  anyone  who, 
from  personal  observation,  could  tell  of  that  j’ag.ion,  was  as- 
sured of  a curious  rea.^ing  public,  oepeolally  among  the  middle 
class,  or  aspirants*  Its  general  unattainablcsiesc  had  some- 
thing exciting  ftix>ut  it. 

Thor©  lo  f j.rther  evidence  that  mlddlo-elaos  curiosity  was- 
very  Importfuit  In  estF-bllBiilng  these  novels.  A writer  in  the 
liSSilSSL  eays 

J Bulwei’-Lytton,  op,  clt,,  p#  73* 

^ Vol.  55,  April,  1832,  p.  209. 
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A Ifirgo  number  of  the  •rorvUnc;  public* *  thin?'  It  material  to 
then  to  be  informed^  after  what  manner  peraone  of  a certain 
rank  and  coneequenco  In  a olety  donea'  thctisolves  toward 
each  other  In  the  minutest  >art  c Inrs;  and  are  willing;  to 
misepend  tholr  om  tine  In  learning:  the  precise  raof’cl  u^^on 
1^'hleh  those  more  distinguished  idlers  spend  theirs**^ 

Also,  a Blackwood  writer  says  the  peonle  were  eager  for 

this  sort  of  t Ing;  they  had 

a vile  hankering  after  the  fruits  of  real  or  snpooood 
aaoiona-.Q  among  the  circles  of  what  Ic  Cval7c<!  fashionable 
life— this  dirty  curiosity  for  minute  details  of^what 
passes  In  the  Interior  of  'exclusive*  saloono.,, 

Thackeray  In  his  Inimitable  manner,  equally  well.  If  less 

seriously,  portray©  the  situation: 

The  public  11  es  only  the  extremes  of  society,  end  votes 
modlocrlty  vulgar,  From  the  Author  they  will  tal?e  nothing 
but  Fleet  Ditch;  from  the  Authoress,  only  tho  very  finest 
rose  water*  I have  read  so  many  of  her  la<^>yohlp*8  novels, 
that  egad 2 I don't  care  for  anything  under  a marquis* 

»hy  the  deuce  should  wo  listen  to  the  Intrigues,  the  mis«> 
fortunes,  the  virtues,  and  conversations  of  a couple  of 
countesses,  for  instance,  when  wo  con  have  d ^chonoos  for 
our  money?  What's  a baronet?  plsht  piahi  that  great  coarse 
red  fist  In  his  scutcheon  turns  me  olckj**.  give  us  no  qpre 
of  those  low  people;  nothing  under  strawberry  leaves*. 

Ernest  Baiter^  also  says  those  novels  ap  jealod  to  curiosity 

find  furthermore  says  they  appealed  as  well  to  snobbishness  with 

their  attention  to  manners  and  to  style;  and  In  particular  that 

Lady  Caroline  I^amb's  glowing  pictures  of  faslilonable  society 

were  nectar  nnd  ambrosia  to  the  snob* 


I Vol.  46,  October,  1832,  p.  165. 

^ Vol*  30,  September,  I83I,  P«  536. 

*h»okoT''y,  Obaractor  oa.  “Tf  o Ka»hlonable 

Authoress  (London:  Smith,  Elder,  1369),  p*  418* 

^ fi*  A*  Baker,  Tl^e  History  of  tho  Ho  vol  (London: 

H*  K.  and  G.  ‘Itherby,  193?),  pp  2(>C5o5* 
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Tho  attitude  af  the  aristocratic  olaso  must  bo  eoneldoroci 
ao  aidiri(7  tlie  eatsbllah’ont  of  thoi  a novels  bocaua©  in  ps^por- 
tlon  as  the  raldul©  c.laaaes  idollza'J  tho  arietocr* *cy,  tho  aris- 
tocracy f3C0«i0d  thon«  '"harloB  !vni£:,ht^  attributes  Hook’s  success 
to  tho  ocom  of  the  aristocracy  for  tho  Diidt'i©  olasp,  w?ios©  vul- 
Garity  lo  rall.^.o^Q  in  hlo  novo3  8,  Since  Hook  gave  the  fashion- 
able novel  the  form  and  f or  it  enj  yoc*  for  a number  of  years, 
it  seoQO  thiit  Knight’s  opinion  caii  b©  o.vten*  od  to  cover  the 
school  ao  a whole,  Tl^ls  opinion  would  mean  ti*at  the  ai’lstocracy 
also  enjoyod  reading  then©  novels  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  their 
own  foibles  and  /icoe  were  extiooed  at  the  sa^ie  time.  Tlaey  ap- 
,3or®itly  trostod  that  because  of  their  rank,  wealUi,  end  fine 
clothes,  ttiOy  vjould  bo  airnlrcd  all  the  more  for  their  profligacy 
and  crimes.  That  Is  e>x<ctly  what  did  socm  to  happen  for  a ferw 
year's* 

It  has  been  shown  that  a d mand  for  fashiona  >le  novels  was 
created  by  oontomporary  conditions  and  that  they  wore  reat"!  by 
all  clasDOfl*  A 31acki?K>od  writer^  in  183^^  said  that  th.ese  novels 
wore  de\»cur€id  both  by  hlgiicr  clr^loe  and  by  inferior  rades,  by 
honourublo  lords  and  milHnere*  apprentices,  A more  recent 
opinion,  that  of  Myron  Urlghtfleld?  aeye  that  tho  faohlonablo 
novels  were  not  r©  >d  by  fashionable  a'^ralroro,  but  only  by  the 
tpprantico  and  mantuai-ffiekor*  ,In  any  event  there  was  a large 


Kni^Jht,  op*  tClt*,  V*  8,  p*  A€G • 

* Vol,  35*  January,  18  4,  p*  75* 

5 M.  Grightflold,  op*  cit.,  p.  ?79* 
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enouch  audience  to  raaka  thoe«  novels  profitable  and  very  much  In 

favor  In  the  yeaic  182S-1335*^ 

It  appeal's  that  the  reviews  of  newspapers  and  periodicals 

Greatly  indued  the  deolro  and  deoand  for  fashionable  novels. 

At  this  newspaper  colutnno  wore  victims  of  whatever  tho  novel- 

2 

publlshei  a Oi.oco  wO  indite  c incoming  the  wares  tiiey  doalt  with* 
And  tli0y  took  only  onuslnG  p^^rts  of  al.i  their  new  books  for  o;'- 
tracts  to  adx3  nl St cr  to  a lazy  tnste  for  the  r^uporflclal  and  ox- 
citlnG**  Kow  apparently  tho  fashionable  novels  wore  victims  of 
tills  aysuon  of  advortlolnst  for  a 31ackTvood  writer  says  tliat 
e ery  season  those  novels  are  ushered  Into  tho  world  with  “puffs 
preliminary,  “ that  €uSuIte  believe  such  newspaper  x>ar»graphs  as 
authorltlost 

a wholly  new  view  of  fashionable  life.  In  some  of  its  most 
Guarded  clrcloe  Is  about  to  burst  on  th©  eyes  of  mankind 
fi'oci  tiie  paeoo  of  *Al.T^ackc* . or  *Thg  j^ycluolvoe* . or*.. 
•Wedded  UfS  In  the  Upper  hanks* ,^c7^ 

It  Is  recorded  that  in  one  Instance  a publisher  of  a forth- 
comlnG  fashionable  novel  sent  around  his  dork  to  the  various 
clrc-.latlnt^  libraries  with  a distinct  Intimation  from  the  pub- 

9 

Usher  tlaat  it  was  the  work  of  Her  Roya"*  HlGhnoas  th©  Duchess  of 
Gloucester,  naturally  a huge  number  of  copies  was  ordora’.  It 
turned  out  that  the  author  was  a Unitarian  teacher  in  Lanoas^ilre— 
and  the  book  was  atrocious*^ 


I Ibid.,  p.  299. 

* Black v.’ood,  Vol.  30,  aeptsnber,  1831.  P*  535. 
j Knlaht,  op.  clt*,  V*  8,  p*  468. 

^ Blackwood,  op.  clt*,  p.534. 

^ Jblackwood,  v.  30,  September,  1831,  p.  535. 
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Thac^«ray  In  hlo  parocly,  the  yao^;i^nable  /^ut;  ore;3fl>  'VnRr1''9n 
further  the  reception  of  a f a^'.hlonnbl e novel,  v'lret,  thoro  a!>* 
peara  a ehort  and  not  very  oxcltlnr  parn^traph  in  adltor’o 
paper*  3ut  a fe?/  days  lator  tho  editor  Is  aolied  to  dinner  at 
the  author’s  hor^o,  w!iercui»n  appears  a 3onG  article  in  tho 
lansesi-  tjpo* 

Tho  c^ldlnc  excltemont  rtjich  thrills  through  <n’’er:/  fibre  of 
the  soul  as  we  peruse  these  passionate  pa^ce  is  alniost  too 
painful  to  boar*  Hovor*  heloos,  one  dralno  tho  draughts  of 
poooy  to  the  dregs,  so  deliciously  lntor.lcatln«;  la  Its  na«  • 
tpre.  We  dofy  nan  who  b :£ln8  t^heae  /olunca  to  quit  them 
ere  he  has  perused  each  llne*^ 

) 

In  such  auc  pi  clous  clrcianotances  the  fasMonable  novel  made 
Its  appear®iC0.  Theodore  Hook  was  the  man  who  gave  tho  fashion- 
able novel  the  form  and  favor  It  enjoyed  for  a decade,  but  before 
him  there  were  authors  '^rltlng  between  1‘  00  and  1824  w o notice- 
ably treato<i  tho  subject  of  hlsh  society*  They  prep«u*ed  the  way 
for  the  greatest  fli^^uro  In  the  group., 


^ Thackeray,  Charact or  bkotclioa*  "Fashionable  Authoress, 
p*  420* 
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CilAPTiJJ^  IV 


SAFLY  FABHIONADLE  NOVELUTTS 

Xn©  fashionable  novel  oaae  Into  genoral  favor  In  1824  with 

the  publication  of  Tiieodoro  Ilooh’s  3a.vi.;.-.a  c^a  in  wiilch 

h©  em.^haslzcA  fashion  and  society.^  IlOT/aver,  since  tho  begin* 

nine  of  the  century,  authors  had  written  about  those  subjects, 

but  apparontly  the  treatnont  was  not  very  striking  for  theso 

novels  gained  no  great  r©iAitation  as  fashionable  novels*  Myron 

o 

Brlgl'itflol  ’ In  his  book  on  Theodore  Haok  statos  that  tlieso  early 
novels  fa.ll  Into  throo  classes,  the  first  of  which  contains  Mrs* 
Paivjono’o  hiaoi-  and  his  ha-^illy  (1800),  and  Honnali  here’s 
CoQleb?3  in  rpn-  ch  of  ^ ' Ifs  (1808)  * Those  novels  nak©  Invidious 
co'nparisons  botwoen  faoUlonablo  life  and  life  devoted  to  plain 
living*  The  second  gi'^up  consists  of  pur©  rooances  in  which 
fasl^lonablo  life  Is  mentioned  Incidentally*  Novels  In  this  £^ioup 
are  T,  b*  .burr’s  ^ ' lnlQ2-  n London  (1806)  and  Ijidy  Caroline 
Laub’s  dloa^^rJ^'.1i  (1916)*  Tho  third  group  which  valgariaea 
society  contains  Pierce  %Em*s  Life  in  hondon  (1821*24). 

For  purpoBos  of  this  thosio,  two  novels  from  tho  groups^ 
■Cool Ohs  *-carci-:  of  ^ ^Ifo  and  ‘llonnrvon  have  bocin  selooted  for 
brief  analysis* 

nanna!^  '*oro,  the  author  of  Cool  cos  in  3e.^^ia  of  ^ > Ifo*  had 
6Stablisl:od  horsolf  as  a nember  of  London  aoclety  during  the 

J Brl  htfleld,  M.,  Theodore  !Iook  and  His  Novels^  pp*  298*9* 
Ibid*,  pp.  29>^>. 
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laat  of  thQ  oiJiw9vjnth  coKitury*  Her  lively  talent.o  for  conv  rca« 
tlon,  hoi  atronii  e«nae  and  e*ood  tODper  .Q&do  her  a ^anoral  favor- 

but  alie  tlroi!  of  taie  falae  fitter  and  doairad  to  back 
to  the  cOwikitry  and  oottle  do%n«  With  hai'  baok^ound  of  society 
lir©  and  imiorent  love  of  reilGlon,  oh©  wrote  in  130tJ  "o  ol cbs 
in  ^ ' ir  j.  wiiicli  is  a novel  wlliiout  a story > full  of 

aphoriamu  and  obaervationo# 

Ihe  iwvcl  is  very  moral  and  religious  in  tone;  fpshionablo 
incidents  and  sanners  aie  introduco-’  In  an  incA  ent  1 manner# 

The  object  of  tho  book  is  ** enforcement  of  relictions  principle 
and  the  condemnation  of  a life,  lavished,  in  dissiimtion  and 
fashionable  oEusanent.”^  Coelebs,  a word  meaning  a young  bache- 
lor in  scorcii  of  a wife,  conducts  liie  search  for  tm  ideal  repro- 
duction of  ;.io  rnother  among  the  fasliionables  of  london  £)nd  later 
in  the  OJunti’y  at  tlie  home  of  an  old  family  friend#  It  is  the 
fonnor  location  in  which  wo  are  cliiefly  Interc^toU  Coelebs 
meets  maiv  cocioty  people  whoso  actions  and  manners  h©  describes 
alr/aya  bolitl  to  relate  tficm  to  religious  prinoiplea. 

He  notices  particularly  the  obvious  propensities  of  fashion- 
able ladies  to  find  a suitable  husband  (sultablo  meaning  wealthy 
and  tltleti)  for  their  glittering  and  shallow  daugliters.  !Teod- 
lesa  to  say  toolobs  doesn’t  find  his  wife  hero# 


1 


Minburrh  Lcvlew#  v#  14,  April,  1809,  p.  148# 
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incidont  tliat  .jartioularly  violl  llluatratc^s  tho  jiady  in 
which  fa&ihijnaJla  ladica  Xlvo»«and  also  ehovis  the  bad  influonoo 
or  thoao  society  ifoa^ai  on  working  poo  jlw'»«is  tiiat  of  tho  little 
flower  oiil,  ionny*  idiiny’c  faally  io  deotitUi.oi  hor  father  is 
la  priooii  bwcaaae  he  can’t  pa^  a^?00  dabt  o.vod  in  tom  to  his 
wife  for  .-lI-.inory  wor^.  ^ecauco  of  tr.ia  accisnuiation  of  mitj- 
fortone,  motiier  ic  very  sick,  and  a&imy  is  j.akltig  and 

selling  flo.vors  to  rsalio  a living,  l^y  oelflold  trios  eo  help 
nor  by  brla^iOo  her  c-iStojiorQ,  on©  of  wkioin,  Lady  ©Ibury,  is  tro» 
mei.dously  uit-^uaed  by  tl.is  charitable  i^iea  of  helping  t^io  poor* 

In  fact,  u.o  oruors  twelve  dosion  flowers*  It  turns  out  that 
Lady  velbuz'y  is  none  othwr  than  the  Incurrer  of  the  £700  debt» 
and  when  iiuootionod  ao  to  why  aho  did  it,  she  c aiacteriatically 
replies*  I did  not  moan  to  havo  paid  for  them  till  no3rt 

yoar*”^  ^Viy thing  to  niake  a sirio?/. 

A paihgiapli  Opel? on  by  Lady  dolflold,  not  only  showo  the 
LiOi'allsiiig  twhuency  of  l!re.  I'ore,  but  altxj  depicts  very  wall  the 
aubition  of  the  midule  olascee  Uiat  was  noticeable  as  early  as 
1603 1 


the  various  objoots  of  anbition*  there  avg  few  in 
llfo  which  bring  loss  aoceoBion  to  its  comfort,  than  an  in- 
creasing Strug  1©  to  rise  to  an  elevation  in  society  very 
much  abovo  tho  level  of  our  own  condition,  without  being 
aided  by  any  sttongor  aocenling  power  than  more  vanity* •• 
when  there  is  no  energy  more  powerful  than  tho  passion  to 
begroat#  destitute  of  the  gifts  which  conf  r greatnono, . 
the  painful  efforts  of  ambition  are  like  water,  foroeti  dbove 
it3  lovol  by  mechanic:'!  powers*  It  requires  constant  ex- 
ertions of  art  to  keep  up  what  art  first  set  a-*golng*  Poor 


^ K*  i:oro,  ^Qjlobs  in  Uearcb  o£  ^ Hifo  (He  York*  berby 
and  Jaokoon,  ICf/  P*  93 
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;.:r8«  To<".tha.m *8  ho'^d  io  perpetually  at  r?ork  to  maintain  the 
elovatlon  slie  has  reacbe’.  and  how  ^ItUe  after  all  Is  she 
considered  by  those  on  whose  caresnec  her  happiness  depends 1 
3ho  has  lost  the  estojjm  of  her  orlGlnal  circle,  whora  Bhe 
might  havo  boon  respected,  wltliout  gaining  that  of  her  high 
assooiatos,  who,  though  they  receive  her,  still  refuse  her 
claims  of  equality,  £>he  Is  not  conoid  rod^^as  of  their  os* 
tablls;.  ent!  It  is  but  ^7  eratlon  at  best* 

Through  various  Incidents  and  conv  rsatlons  of  this  sort, 
Hannah  lAore  gives  evidence  of  what  can  bo  oxpcctod  In  the  later 
fashionable  novels*  Mrs*  More’s  brief  Introdjctlon  to  lords  and 
ladles  and  tholr  shallowness  Is  noteworthy  eve  If  she  does  con- 
deenn  most  of  them  as  fast  as  she  Introduces  then* 

■'Jlonarvon.  written  In  1816,  Is  another  early  novel  vrhoso 
primary  purfpooo  Is  not  to  depict  fashionable  life  but  to  toll 
the  affair  of  Calantha  and  Olonarvon— a thinly  disguised  oyron 
and  Lady  Caroline  Lamb*  aince  lady  Caroline  Iamb  moved  In 
fashionable  circles  and  the  beginning  of  her  acquaintance  with 
Ixjrd  Byron  took  place  In  london  society,  this  novel  vory  natu- 
rally has  many  scenes  In  which  lords  and  ladles  nlay  a part* 

The  story  briefly  Is  as  follows: 

Calantha  marries  lord  Avondale  who  la  devoted  to  her  and 
who  most  of  necessity  be  absent  from  home  a great  deal*  Curing 
his  absences,  Calantha  wastes  her  time  in  society;  she  curbs 
herself  In  nothing*  Consequently  when  the  lady-killer,  Clonarn^ 
ap  ears,  she  Is  a ro"rty  victim  of  his  wiles*  Many  times  she 
Btai'ts  to  run  away,  but  each  time  a guilty  conscience  or  some 
external  ovont  keeps  her  back*  Finally  Olenarvon  tires  of  her. 


1 


Ibid,,  p*68 
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caots  her  off,  and  a period  of  recaoree  nets  In.  ueath  fonows 
shortly  after  her  husband  rejects  her.  This  Is  the  main  there 
of  the  story.  iTirouGl^out,  there  are  many  minor  Intrlguea  and 
plots. 

In  this  novel,  oooeclally  In  volume  one,  there  arc  numerous 
Instcu^ceo  of  the  nature  and  actions  of  fashionable  poop'  e.  i>ur- 
1ns  proparntl:^n  for  her  marrlas®  lAdy  Tarrarot  Instils  the 
following  principle  Into  Calantha: 

Chile- , believe  one  who  knowr.  you  well,  you  worship  them 
(grandeur  and  vanity  they  are  your  idols;  and  while  your 
simple  voice  slnrs  forth  romantic  praises  of  simplicity  and 
retlroGierit,  you  have  been  cradled  In  luxury,  and  you  cannot 
exist  without  It.^ 

Also  there  are  numerous  typically  fvASl.lonablo  conversations 
3ne  of  which  "alternately  toucho('^  upon  the  na  ure  of  love,  the 
use  and  beauty  of  the  Ureok  lansuago,  the  pleasures  of  maternal 
affection,  and  the  Insipidity  of  all  Chsllsh  society.  It  was 
rather  m etaphorlcal  at  times*  there  was  generally  In  It  a want 
of  nature— an  attempt  at  display...  . 

Again,  this  conversation  Is  not  only  tyolcnlly  "chatty," 
but  also  rovoals  how  the  ladles  spent  tholr  time* 

olll  you  cone  to  my  opera  box  TueadayY  Are  you  going  to 
the  nao:  baljl  Thi9:*Bday?  Has  Urs.  churcrilll  sent  for  you 

to  her  ile.lo-  ne  oare?  I know  she  wishes,  more  than  I can  ex- 
press, to  have  you.  Perhaps  you  will  let  me  drive  you  there. 
Ky  ponies  arc  beautiful  arablnns*  have  you  som  then?  Oh, 
by  tho  bye,  why  wore  you  not  at  your  Lady  r.argaret  * a concert? 
I believe  It  was  a concert*  the  e was  a melancholy  noise  In 
one  of  tho  rooms;  but  I did  not  attend  to  It...  They  tell  me 
you  think  of  nothing  but  love  and  poetry.  I dare  say  you  , 
write  sonnets  to  the  moon— the  chaste  moan  and  your  husband."^ 

loi^ib,  Lady  C.,  Ulenarv  n (London*  Henry  Colburn,  1816), 

121. 

^ Ibid.,  vj,  p.  203. 

3 Ibl  v.l,  pp.  210-211 


'V* 


y kt  / • 'tr 

V ^ ' ' >»';' ' 

uonU'  %>  >i  ^ .x,^ 


\r*nr 

•*'*»  ■*,'.*'  ,ji,5 


«V« 


^ j ^-^1 V - ti  * V I v''  > 

• i'  . • 

-.;t/  . , ..  w'-»f  ‘taJRV  "tc  i- 

* * * ' ® . 

-:  U‘S  *‘^  viJrt  ’tC^i 

.,  ifci < t - _ ^ y"? 


' t 


r-!( 


m:  . f w 


» v ; V *?CiA3i 


O 


1 --^/frc!. 


V *urj*.  ••  ,3 


♦ TS  ■ 


. ji  . - ■ i ix#  ■ •'■ «'  ^-, 

-•>] 


^ V . , 

:.if*5i' .M  '-.ita' 


. tJmn'  *'  r^O  Vi 

,'V>‘'^Jir-|)jd?i:l>J  iXAJ'  ^:vS£y"*  uii*-?  ‘>v  C»JlfoJ5 


. . ' -r 


’-^t  ‘ . i«ti^  ,Ts^  ;(j!e:‘stai»(|!  i ,.'  . , ^rv 


'l“ 


1 wO  i t 4j  i.Ci>  t>/  JC  9'  n ■ -'  /I 

P 


.’  9^  ''!nAC  ^**^)*aJ  ••r . ' An*{>r^.; 

/ t.V/  ■ 

H*-' 


* *>  ><•  ^ ■ ■'<*'  r..:4L.i  - . 

,«o  .'^c,.’r  * , . ...V  fyjpr'  T ; 1 ,vf '. 


*'*rt^  ‘UC*-*** 

*»^=er  '^,' 

■*  t*  •',<  .' ' • it"  ' Sji  V ^'.  »•»  "* '". 


T- 


, t:j  •.- 


:U9 

"iTv  - . * - >: 


•V  i 

««■  ■ W.\’' 


)■ 


9 % 


9 ^ 


t i Jur  i. 


" . 1 ’ ■•'■'**- 


. i./.. 

•*.v;  ,.  'v 


■ '■  ^ • »»  vfei.  ■*  J^'V  I • '•'i 


In  addition  to  thoDe  convoreatlonfl  of  which  00  many  arc 
found  In  the  later  fao  lonablo  novel b,  there  are  a few  other 


cbarrxtorietice  peculiar  to  that  group*  for  Inetanco  thoro  1b 
the  duel  arranged  between  Lord  Avondale  and  Olonarvon#  and  the 
marriage  arrangenonto  for  Lady  M'^r^aret 's  son.  I’oroovor,  the 
book  lo  filled  with  foreign  quotations  and  expresolono  ouch  ao 
the  fosJ. lonablo  novelists  delight  in  using  by  the  hundrods. 

The  onrly  society  novels  did  not  treat  vory  broadly  of 
fas  lonablo  life,  yet  the  trend  was  definitely  noticeable,  ^hai 
Hook  begnn  to  writ©  he  gave  “on  account  of  fashionable  Ilf©  far 
broader  In  scope  and  far  closer  to  reality  tJian  such  an  account 
had  ever  been  before,**^  «ith  him  “the  genuine  ’fashionable 
novel*  took  tho  form  In  wtilch  It  was  to  exist  until  It  fell  into 
disfavor  about  1835,“^ 


M,  iirli^tfleld,  Iheodoro  Hook  aa-1  h.ls  :Idvo1s.  p.  29' 
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CHAPTSR  V 


CHIit;F  FASHION ABUj;  NOVELISTS 

The  two  moot  Important  writers  of  fashionable  novelo  were 
Theodore  Hook  and  Catherine  Crore,  Hook’s  im.iortance  lies  In  the 
fact  that  ho  to  the  fashionable  novel  the  form  and  favor  It 

enjoyed  during  Its  floarlB?  Ing  period  from  1825-1B35*^  Ho  was  a 
realist  writer,  the  flrot  novelist  to  >reoent  contemporary  **lfe 
with  all  Ito  local  color, ^ Ifrs,  Gore  was  the  nost  Important 
authoress  of  the  group  as  well  as  the  moot  prolific,  nhe  has 
be-n  called  the  queen  of  the  silver  fork  novelists,  Disraeli’s 
”full  blown  rose  of  a woman# Alllbone^  is  of  the  opinion  that 
perhaps  she  has  done  more  to  fa-illlarlze  the  r>ubllc  mind  with  the 
tone  of  fashionable  manners  and  conversation  than  any  other  vrlter 
of  the  day# 

Theodore  Hook  wan  born  In  1788  and  pasned  an  exuberant  and 
unencumbered  childhood  In  which  It  was  his  greatest  delight  to 
wigage  In  practical  jokes.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  drlftei'?  to 
the  theatres  whore  he  spent  a few  years  learning  anecdotes  and 
attempting  to  write  plays,  Because  of  his  rea  y wit  and  social 
adeptne:  ho  attracted  the  attention  of  the  Hrlnco  Kc'cmt  and  was 

welcomed  In  tho  highest  social  circles  for  the  .purposes  of  enter- 
tainment, Into  those  circles  he  carried  a ready  perception,  an 


o Hrlt^tflald,  Ihoodoro  Hook  and  hlo  novels,  p,  299. 

_ IblU#,  p*  t.’pS* 

^ Sadleir,  Gtrange  Life  of  Lady  Blooa’n  :ton,  p,  188, 

^ Alllbone,  Critical  Dictionary  of  *>)gll^  literature,  p,  707 
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active  curiosity  and  a keen  sense  of  the  ludicrous,— qualities 
that  later  enlivened  and  popularised  his  writing.  It  was  natural 
that  Hook  should  be  the  first  to  write  a novel  that  was  almost 
CJinpletoly  fashionable.  His  subjects  wore  very  fa  illar  to  him; 
I^bert  »‘hltoford^  conslc’ers  that  Hook,  no  a llteriiry  loune^cr, 
knew  social  life  undcsr  Creorgo  IV  as  no  other  did;  and  ho  rrote 
In  a ranbllno,  humorous  style  exactly  suited  to  his  .subjects, 
had  wit,  humor,  grout  graphic  powers  and  could  tell  n story  well. 
In  portraying  fas.  ionable  life -he  told  of  Its  follies,  extrava- 

o 

gancoo  and  principles  of  conduct.  Just  as  Allan  CiAnnln/hain 
sayst  ^he  iimns  It  plumed,  paddetl  and  Jewelled,,,  he  ooono  the 
lips  of  hlo  port  mlsEGB  and  mincing  madams,  and  tSioy  utter  the 
affectations  of  artificial  life**,,,  his  page  “mlnrors  back  the 
patched  free  and  false  love-locke  of  this  great  city,”  He  do- 
llgiite<‘  In  dazallng  the  middle  class  with  titles  and  silver  foHc 
detail. 

In  1824  Colburn  and  Bentley  publlslied  Hook's  first  series 
of  davln.  c ujln  s,  A Berleo  of  3k  etch  on  from  I.lfo,  This  w^s 
i:ls  first  attempt  at  fashionable  life,  and  it  was  Immensely 
successful.  It  was  reprinted  three  times  before  the  spring  of 
1823,  A Blackwood  reviewer^  credits  his  success  to  two  things* 
:.ls  first-hand  Imowledge  of  his  subjects  and  the  appeal  of  hln 

^ Robert  v<hlte^®*^»  Motives  in  HhnliO  '-  Fiction  (New  York: 

0^,  P.gPutnam’^s  ^no,  1910),  p.  2o6 

^ A,  Cunningham,  A Bloftrapuical 
rigltlsli  Literatur  e of  the  Last  Fifty 
horelm  library^  1834),  p,  162 
^ Vol.  17,  p.  221 
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liglit  and  humor-ous  style,  ’’...who  la  he  that  has  -ouchcd  with 
equal  s^.lll  the  actual  llvlns,  reigning  follies  of  the  existing 
society  of  itingland,  or  rather,  say  we,  of  London?” 

i>anvcro  contained  In  Ms  first  series  of  3a,<lri>  o ami  Dolans 
tolls  tho  story  of  a ml  die  class  y ang  family  naried  nurton  who 
are  happy  e:iough  until  the  attitude  of  their  nolgiibora,  a IWtc 
and  Duolncss,  provokes  them  to  some  sort  of  emulation*  A wealthy 
ancle  toms  up  and  pays  them  an  unex  octed  vlolt.  In  oplto  of 
m ny  wonlcs  .md  the  old  gentleman’s  marriage  to  a vulgar  daii^J^tar 
of  a low-class  neighbor,  on  his  death  he  leaves  a magnificent 
fortono  to  the  burtons,  providetl  they  adO[>t  tho  family  surname— 
Danvers* 

ImmocUatoly  enormous  ambitions  arise  In  tho  breast  of  tho 
parvenu*  /oople  litoral  y fall  all  over  him;  ho  buys  tho  uuke’o 
estate,  ooto  up  a huge  establlshmont  In  London,  and  adorns  his 
wife  wltii  cootly  diamonds*  Ho  goes  to  every  social  gathering  to 
which  he  con  gain  access*  As  a result,  after  tvo  years  he  Is 
hoavlly  In  debt,  having  been  swindled  by  Inferiors  cultivating 
him  for  his  money*  Hla  wife  bocomos  aware  of  her  unfitness  for 
London  society*  Before  it  Is  too  late,  tho  Burtons  save  enou^di 
money  to  retire  and  live  happily  In  their  O’n  class  of  society* 
3uch  la  the  substance  of  tlie  concise  synopsis  that  lirlghtfleld 
gives  In  the  appendix  to  Theodore  Hook  i is  .'ovela* 

Hook’s  reproosntati  n of  fashion able  society  In  JanvorB 
lies  in  the  reception  of  the  iJurtons  into  that  society.  Through 
them  he  relates  fashionable  conversations,  tolls  of  tho  debts 
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Incxirreu  in  ordor  to  maintain  a precariouo  positioii  funong  th© 
olito,  and  notoo  the  rc^^ard  of  tho  up.  or  claa^  for  moneys  titles, 
and  ©xpcjnaivo  thin<ss.  ^anvei'S*  sudden  acquisition  of  monoy 
rapidly  olmii&od  his  status  in  life: 

Four  da^o  had  scarcely  elapsed  after  his  return,  before 
he  received  Imumorahlo  letters  from  persona  with  whom  for 
years  he  had  h*ad  ,o  intercourse,  co  noratal  at  ing  hir::  upon 
his  wonderful  good  fortune;  and  In  lose  than  a week  he  ac- 
cumul.  tod  t o matomal  uncles,  one  aunt,  a half  mother-in- 
law,  and  upwards  of  fourteen  cousins  In  i»cotl  nd  a^one;  he 
was  olucLod  a mouber  of  Uireo  learneO  socletleB,  and  re- 
colvod  a communication  from  a university  which  shall  be 
namolc.^..,  to  k ow  whether  the  lionorai^y  degree  of  u*  C«  7 • 
would  be  agreeable  to  him*^ 

see  exactly  how  money  altered  his  social  standing  among 
the  faSiilonableo,  compare  the  two  following  pari^rn  hs: 

Previous  to  their  departure  for  London,  the  Puchoss  In- 
vitikl  the  Jur-tons  to  dinner;  tho  invitation  wSo  accented 
and  tho  party  made.  Wot  a soul  except  the  aj'wthecnry  of  the 
neir  hb^iii^  t07.n  was  there;  the  dinner  was  served  up  mag- 
nlficoatly  at  sev  n o* clock;  **.the  champagne  needed  nothing 
col  or  to  c'rdll  it  tl^an  the  company*^ 

Iho  Juko*s  dinner  was  splendid  in  the  extreme;  but  tho 
company,  instead  of  being  confined  to  a family  p irty,  aided 
by  a country  apothecary,  it  was  on  tho  last  visit  of  our 

hear'O  and  hor-lne,  consisted  of  two  cabinet  ministers  and 
thol*  lad  1 08,  a le?3h  of  earls,  a countoo:  and  two  dausliterB, 
one  ^njlloh  baron,  two  Irish  ditto,  a Judgo  and  daughter,  a 
full  general;  together  with  a small  selection  of  younger 
scions  of  noble  stock,  in  and  out  of  Parliainoat,  nnd  a ooi^e 
of  established  wits  to  entortain  tho  company*^ 

On  thoir  arilvel  in  town  th©  u.uf^tono  found  it  necoseary  to  be 

opera-goois  ”in  order  to  asoimilat©  theniselvoo  in  due  form  with 

those  who  laid  in  the  boat  pocolblo  manner  conspired  to  kill  th© 


^ T.  Hook,  -aylngs  and  JJolng.s,  D nvors  (Phlladelphlai  H.  C. 
Carey _and  !•  Lea,  1824),  p.55 
2 Ibid.,  p.  14 
5 Ibid,,  p,  62 


25 


ennui  of  a fashl:>nablo  winter.**^  At  the  aame  time,  Wrs,  Burton 
^received  a note  from  her  Grace,  requeotlng  to  Vtnow  If  it  would 
be  Rgroeable  to  her  to  bolonc  to  Almack’a”^  (the  Bine  qua  non  of 
the  faahlonablae},  whereupon  “the  season  opened  to  the  newly- 
arrived  lady  In  all  its  splendour  and  oclat.  I%ot  without  some 
Jealousy,  however,  for  the  same  Duchess  when  she  presented  her 
nt  court,  "whon  she  saw  the  dleaonds,  wlsiied  her  -t  tho  old  nichjj 
Mrs.  Barton  encountorod  many  dlfficaltlos,  but  none  (greater 

L 

than  when  she  was  la  the  midst  of  a fashionable  conversation 
and  acketl  which  she  proferre— a Rons!  di  Be^uls,  or  Camporssei 
or  questioned  on  tho  relative  wit  of  the  French  and  iiigilsh.  Tho 
poor  woman  was  completely  out  of  her  element,  as  Hook  takes  care 
to  scomrully  point  out.  Nor  could  she  roconcilo  herself  to  con- 
tinually hearing  people  belnc  called  ewcollent  to  their  faces,  but 
merclloBDly  ridiculed  behind  their  backs. 

It  wno  not  long  before  she  was  removed  from  her  misery,  and 
the  financial  and  social  denouement  of  her  husband  was  on  tho 
tip  of  every  tonguo. 

The  worry  of  all  those  proceedings  was  hardly  oqual  In 
Its  effect  upon  uanvers  to  the  treatment  which  he  had  mot 
fror.  his  nuonclan  friends;  ridicule  of  his  pretensions,  of 
hlB  affected  taste  and  Juctoont,  of  his  stylo  of  living,  of 
hie  airs  and  those  of  his  ^i^oor  llttls  stupi^i  wlfo*  was 
lavished  on  him  In  newspapers  and  magaz  nos*'^ 


\ Ibid.,  p.  61. 

2 Ibid,,  p,  62. 

? ma.,  p.  76 
? Ibid.,  pp.  62-6A. 
Ibid.,  p.  113. 
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Hook  do.;6  t^7o  in  tlilc  r'^.shlonnblo  no-’cl:  h®  preeonts 

muck  ’^silver  f - k**  detail  of  exclusive  social  circles,  t*nd  adopts 
a ton©  of  fastidious  defjoalr  and  humorous  oc  rn  toward  the  din- 
ners, affaire j and  cucto  s of  tliO  middle  ciacB,^  T is  attitude 
ho  statoD  as  follows* 

r.:i.<3  so  ndo  etron:  o,  hut  It  Is  true,  rnd  I and  evory 
man  who  mixoa  In  society  porcoivo  it,  that  wealth,  Inordi- 
nate and  1/inonse  sa  It  may  ho,  cannot  ^ivo  the  tuct , the 
manner  of  dolns  things#  In  the  midst  of  tho  fpldon  dlshos 
and  coldon  vaooa,  there  la  always  some  mistake  at  ouch  dln- 
nors7  sono  little  blunder  which  neither  the  mstor  nor  the 
rr.lstroarj  of  tho  Iiouso  c:n  hope  to  rectify  on  Oiiy  futuro  oc- 
casion, not  bolns  conscious  of  anythl  g v/ronf't  for  instance, 
the  butlers  stand  lo  king  at  each  other.  In  at  Itudes  with 
dishes  In  tholr  hands,  waiting  for  slgiials,  and  hosltatlng 
whore  to  put  thorn  down:  then  there  Is  alw  ys  % dreadful  un- 

certainty about  t o win©;  Lunol  lo  detocto  in  a long-necked 
bottle  up  to  chin  In  an  Icc-pall,  presuro'ng  to  do  duty  for 
3t.  doray,  ah sent  wltl  out  loaves  the  clarot  1s  frosen  hard, 
the  nock  left  lul^*a-waru,  and  conmon  red  port  put  down  upon 
the  (.able  a;.  If  paopl  v^re  to  drink  it;  the  fish  Is  gener- 
ally doubtf  ilj  the  cn^ro ac  cold,  and  the  aouffle-ts  flat  and 
heavy:  while  tho  want  of  regularity  In  th®  Olrmer  pervades 

even  tho  cueois,  and  ono  has  to  sit  opj:)Oslto  to  two  or  three 
odd-looklng  persons  (conn  ctlons  of  the  family  who  must  bo 
askal)  with  coarse  nock-clotiis  an-1.  groat  ro^l  hands,  -ith: 
gold  rings  upon  th  fin  '.ro;  people  wto  .^o  tho  horrid  lengths 
of  eating  with  heir  Imlveo  and  calling  for  >ortcr#  In 
short,  there  is  always  some  drawback,  some  qualifier  in  tho 
affair,  which  It  would  be  difficult  distinctly  to  define, 
but  which  Invaj'lably  gives  tho  |ir  hour  eolnc  to  all  the  at- 
tempts of  upstart  wealth  to  imitate  tho  tone  and  r.onner  of 
the  aiietocrncy  of  our  count 

Maxwell,  publls  od  In  1C350,  telle  of  the  aribltlons  of  n 
mlddlc-clasa  faraily  to  attain  the  rank  of  tho  fa  hlonr.ble  • They 
never  do  arrive  at  their  goal,  but  Kook  never  tiros  of  ^oking  fun 
at  their  aspirations#  The  story  concerns  Meutwei:,  a distinguished 


1 Brlghtfleld,  ^lioodoro  Hook  mv.  hie  : ovolo.  pp#  276,  278# 

2 Hook,  PgrvQriiu  P.  77# 
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8ur(^eon«  his  eon  fidv/ard,  his  daughter  Kate,  th®  family  Trlon'', 
Godfrey  liooSj  Charles  iaomerfor-  , Kate*s  childhood  s^eethoart,  and 
Apperton,  a stockbroker  whom  Kato  dooa  marry*  L axwoll’a  tw  con- 
suming ambitions  are  a wealthy  marriage  for  Kato  and  wealth  for 
himself*  Ho  disapproves  of  Somorford  because  the  young  man  is 
penniless  and  his  mother  was  apparcaitly  an  llle<iltimato  child* 
aaxwell  approves  of  Apperton  bocaase  that  suitor  had  woalth  for 

f 

his  daugl.tcr  and  was  also  helping  him  invest  his  own  money  wisely* 
Kate  was  most  anlinp.y  in  her  marriage  and  Apporto»n  turns  out  to 
be  an  illegitimate  son  as  well  as  a rascal  wiio  makes  away  with 
his  father-in-law’s  money#  yiaxwoll’s  ambitions  had  very  &ad  re- 
sults, but  Hook  oaves  the  day  by  kllli.ig  Apperton,  discovering 
that  all  of  *.:axv:Qll*o  money  is  not  lost,  aiid  tiiat  Cliarlos  iiooer- 
ford  is  in  r©a.ity  the  grendson  of  rji  carl* 

Hook  aal'ioo  the  most  of  the  situation  he  puts  hlo  cnaraoters 
into;  how  ho  cluickleo  wiien  the  person  upon  whom  thoy  pinned  all 
their  hopes  proves  lower  th'sn  the  person  they  opumod.  3y  aim- 
ing too  higli  this  middlo  class  family  foil  hard  and  low,  out- 
sider roiiorka  thus  on  llaxwell’s  ambition  for  his  dauglitorJ 

Ills  (Horner ford’s)  commission  was  his  fortune,  atid  icxwell, 
when  Katherine  was  sixteen,  dosifsned  her  for  a ducheno. 

Time,  and  the  disappointment  of  hor  fondest  hopos,  had,  how- 
ever, reduced  her  pretensions:  she  sank  annually  in  attr'^c- 

tlon;  and,  durlnp  the  last  two  years,  her  fall  had  been  so 
rapid  that  she  had  settled  in  the  utock  lacchange;  and,  from 
the  golden  circlet  with  the  str  wborry  le*^veo,  the  splendid 
equipage,  and  endless  train  of  servants,  she  had  descended 
to  contentment  in  Burlington  Gardens,  with  a city  2iuoba.nd, 
and  one  pair  of  Job  horses*^ 

Ti:ok.  1 (London:  Richard  Bentley,  1334),  v.l,  p.13^ 
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tiomerfor»*i,  when  he  hearn  oC  hlo  no^"  fortimc--'  In  high  Mrth 
and  wealth— conpletely  fllzea  up  tho  oltuatlon— not  on?y  of  rc.r,-^ 
wol2,  but  of  nony  nocibero  of  the  nldd^e  clacn — when  he  soy n: 

r.r.K-  ell,  too,  whooe  vanity  wou^'d  have  beon  excited,  ^ose 
prido  (’ratified  in  the  hlj^ost  dograo,  by  the  pros  >ect  of 
sucii  ::  connection;  but  such  lo  cy/or  tho  success  of  the  Toot 
calculatinfi  manoouvrera,  who  aacrlflt-G  the  beot  affoctlons 
of  uho^c  «hoy  profesr,  to  love  to  tho  petty  lucre  of  ^^ain,  or 
the  paltry  asgrandio orient  which  advontltloua  ra^ik  may  bortowr 

All  throucJli  this  novel  HooJe  maizes  fun  of  tho  attitude  of  tho 

middle  clae% toward  the  fashlonabloa.  Nowhere  doea  he  lllustrato 

more  clearly  his  adeptneas  at  detail ec^  description  or  hla  hinaor- 

oua  scorn  of  the  affairs  of  the  mid  i 3 e claor,  th^  ho  dov-js  In 

this  passage  where  one  fanilly  ;ractloally  broke  Its  nock  trylns 

to  be  e'pcclally  nice  to  a fashionable  frlond: 

lira#  Overall  was  known  to  be  a lady  of  fortune,  used  to 
ovcryt‘  Inc  ’nlco  and  comfortable* 5 she  kept  her  own  car- 
rlaco,  her  men  servants  and  all  that;  and,  therefore,  they 
must  be  very  particular,  and  have  everything  unco  only  nice 
for  and  so  Miss  Palmer,  the  night  before,  had  a white 

basin  of  hot  water  brought  u'  to  tho  onrlour  to  bleach  al- 
monds, with  which  to  stick  a * tipsy  calce',  after  the  fashion 
of  a hedgehog,  and  S!ro,  Palmor  cent  to  tho  pastry-cook’s  for 
raspberry  jao,  to  make  oreans  In  littlo  Jolly  cla-osos,  look- 
Inc  liho  invertotl  ©ktlngulshors;  and  spent  h.  If  the  morning 
in  wI'J.ppinG  lip  froth  \fith  a cave  whisk  to  put  on  their  tops 
like  shaving  lat  ‘-r,  .ind  :*loc  Palncr  cut  bits  of  paper,  ntl 
curled  thcjo  with  tho  sclD'ors  to  put  round  tho  ’waxonds*  In 
the  glass  luatroo  on  tho  chlmney-ploco,  and  Ihc  throo-cor- 
nered  lamp  in  tho  drawing-room  was  talc  on  out  of  Its  bro’Ti 
holland  bag,  and  tho  nald  sot  to  clean  It  on  a ''elr  of 
rickety  steps;  and  the  cases  were  taken  off  tho  boll-pulls, 
and  the  picture  frames  were  dusted,  and  tho  covers  taken  off 
the  card  tables,  all  In  hmour  of  the  approac’tlng  f ^e*  Then 
cacno  the  agonies  of  the  father,  mother,  and  daughtor.  Just 
about  flvo  o’clock  of  the  day  Itself,  when  the  drawing-room 
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Ibid.,  V.  3,  p.  527 
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chlDiney  smokod;  and  approi.onelone  aecAllod  thoia  loot  the 
floh  oliould  be  overdone;  the  horroro  exclto.!  hy  c n ’Icc  in 
the  kllohGn  ae  if  the  cod *8  head  and  sliouldcro  had  tumbled 
into  the  sand  on  the  floor* ^ 

And  so  on,  ending  with  utter  confuoion  uoon  tho  arrival  of  the 
guest.  • 

ttaxwo?.!!  clear ly  llluetrates  Hook’s  scorn  for  the  middle 
olaso  and  Its  ambition,  ’nd  his  esteem  for  the  aristocracy  with' 
Its  bejer oiled  dowagers  end  glittering  bolleo. 

In  Ollbort  Gumey,  Hook  attacks  fashionable  life  nor©  di- 
rectly. IIlo  hero,  who  is  esoentlally  the  author  hlmsolf,  wanders 
tiu*ou,^h  London,  rub  ing  elbows  with  society  poo  ole  aiid  por^atrar-* 
ins  practical  Jokes  in  a typical  Hook  fashion.  The  novel  has 
edmost  no  plot*  Gilbert  Gurney  attemnts  to  study  law,  but  find- 
ing no  Interest  in  it  ho  docides  to  write  a farce  which  proves 
a miserable  f lluro*  Ho  meots  a coarse  wit  and  practical  Joker 
named  Itoly,  w o Is  forever  thinking  up  no  too  Innocent  Joheo. 
They  paao  from  one  episode  to  another  in  whJ.ch  Qilbc;  t lo  ks  for 
a wife.  July  easily  ouccoeds  In  taking  Gilbert’s  first  sv.eot- 
heeurt  away  from  him,  but  Gilbert,  on  his  first  aerlous  move  for 
a permanent  position  with  his  brother  in  India,  moots  a parson’s 
daughter  whom  ho  eventually  happily  narrlos. 

Because  these  two  young  men,  especially  Baly,  Imd  a smooth, 
ingratiating  manner,  they  had  an  entr*^  into  high  society.  * It 
was  their  acquaintanceship  with  Hro.  i*'l etcher  Green  that  pro- 
voked many  of  Hook’s  kee»*  Obsemratlons  on  society  ind  its  ways* 
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Ibid.,  p.  124 
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Qllbort,  tMiilclng  a:aorouoly  of  tMc  beautlfur  viiioTv,  ^Ivce  t?i© 


pr  ctlc’‘l  attltuu©  toward  a fp-oI  lonablG  marrlrigei 

•dt,  beauty,  "Ccompllsli2ie.itB,  seven  Uiouoand  ft-y©  ©nd 
a dclicbtful  olete^ln-law  to  break  the  tou, lours  oordrlxlsfi 
of  a mAtrin  nlal  this,  fmd  a flno  placo 

In  the  country,  horses,  hound n, ^battues,  achorler,  races, 


Yoo,  wha  a vision  to  have  so  wrotchodly  shattered!  What  a 
pity  for  Gilbert  to  suffer  such  a loss  merely  booaaae  he  dlo** 
covered  two  hours  after  a tronblln  avowal  and  proposal  that  the 
beautiful  lady  Inconveniently  ha^  a husband!  It  seemed  to  be 
tho  stylo  for  a fashionable  lady  to  keep  her  liusband  In  the  back- 
ground wlJ.10  she  flit  tod  around  fro^i  opera  to  ball,  charmlnw 
everyone  end  causing  m:ny  a youn,'  heartache*  At  the  opora,  as 
oloewh ere 

••*  her  vivacity  seoned  continuous  and  unwearlable*  a r^pld 
succooslon  of  y ung  men,  iilddlo-nged  men,  and  old  men,  ap- 
peared In  her  box***  indeed,  nlthougli  she  had  orofesRed  her- 
self to  niQ  tho  most  dov.>ted  admirer  of  Italian  ^uslc,  It  did 
not  appear*  to  mo  that  she  took  tho  allcihtast  notice  or  paid 
the  email ost  attOEitlon  to  the  buslnoso  of  the  stago.  Still 
I sut:  she  was  tho  ’edmlred  of  all.*^ 

IJook  gives  many  dotadls  about  Mrs#  Fletcher  Ursin’s  manner 
of  living.  Her  trivial  oonvorsatlons  are  roproducod  and  the 
comfort,  ease,  food,  and  light  diversion  to  be  found  at  her 
apartment  are  described  In  true  silver*- fork  manneri 
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A oulto  of  charmlns  rooms,  clamlnc^y  fiut  Cl  up,  r^ceivod 
ue;  thOi  e were  floweio,  and  drawlngn,  vznl  1x5  Iis,  and  lutes; 
and  riuUiB,  ,1  nofortsB,  harps,  (rultars,  a little  fat  snan- 
lei,  and  a large  >arrot,  ond  boxes,  and  bags,  and  ottomans, 
and  sofas,  and  low  ohairs,  and  long  chairs,  md  easy  chairs; 
and  In  the  middle  stood  a table  affectedly  covered  with  a 
table-cloth,  on  which  were  tea-cups,  and  tua-ixots,  and  ftu3ts 
and  wlnoB,  and  fowls,  and  all  sorts  of  things.^ 

A typical  gathering  here  is  described  thuci 

3oe0  odiously  IntorestlnG  forolgnors* • • for  eu  the  group, 
adomod  and  sanctified  by  the  presonco  of  so??  o lov  ly  women 
beautiful  mothers  with  lovely  daughters;  youi'*g  wives 
wltliout  tholr  usbands;  youn^.;  husbands  witJiout  tholr  wives; 
in  short,  it  was  all  fascination. , • and  when  a few  glasses 
of  Dill  cry,  bien  frappe*..  had  overcome  the  dlf fl ‘ once. . * 

I booft!:©  goy  and  happy. ‘- 

Thero  are  Innumorabl©  examples  of  thiese  keon  and  detailed 
doflorlptlono  in  Hook’s  novels.  Let  these  ©xamplen  suffice  to 
Dhow  the  glitter  and  fashionable  detail  ho  revels  in  portraying. 
He  very  rarely  goes  below  the  surface  in  hlo  writing;  ho  la  con- 
tait  merely  to  pass  from  incident  to  incident,  preso  ting  ex- 
ternal conditions  vividly  and  in  details  He  not  o ily  GhOT^s  the 
real  faohlonableo  in  their  own  sphere,  but  ho  portrays  the  pass- 
ing in  arid  out  of  ooclety  of  the  porvonus,  showing  tl-o  effect  of 
tholr  experiences  on  their  mor.-dl©*  This  was  evidesnt  particularly 
in  PoiiverG  and  In  various  minor  InoidoiitD  in  Cilbgrt  Qumo:;. 

Hook,  then,  was  the  leading  spirit  In  the  silver- fork  or 
fashionable  school. ^ He  was  the  first  to  cast  such  a discei*nlng 
eye  over  the  panorama  of  Jshglloh  society  and  reproduce  it  ex- 
tensively. It  is  interesting  to  conpar©  a contemporary  and  , 


i Ibid.,  V.  p,  37* 

f Ibir.,  V,  2,  p.  3?. 

^ Knight,  ^opular  iotorv  of  i:yi^.land.  v.  8,  p,  468. 
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later  oatinialc  of  bin.  bio  ^io^aphor,  J lin  ;.ocki.r.3rt,  ^ayo; 

riiat  U.o  author  of  ■ l:i.  ,;r  •■ji...  -:j  otr.ndo  In  jeopardy 

of  pasolnc,  away  rapidly  fi  om  the  memory  of  man,  cannot  In-  • 
deod,  for  a aoaent  b©  bollovcC*.*  -»o  lOntS  :o  jacte  for  the 
hl&nor  works  of  fiction  endures,  L^nxv^e:i3 , dji  hort  durn  y. 
©tc.,  nuot  over  take  hi^li  pleco  and  precodaico  on  our 
aholvsn.,*^ 

Howevor,  Drlsbtflsld'a  loor©  modern  treatment  of  Hook  states  that 
Lockhr.rt  is  nvonQ  and  that  hla  prodictlon  has  not  fulfilled#^ 

Allhn  Cunninciia®^  later  sayo  that  Hook  hao  not  ao joyed  fp-oat 
popularity  hocau;;©  he  deals  too  much  with  the  husk  of  society  and 
not  with  the  . eart;  that  hla  touches  of  manners  and  faanlons  are 
like  tho  hoopod  petticoats  and  load-loaded  shoulders  of  our  c;ramd« 
mothers— thoy  are  dropped  and  forgotten*  Tho  Isating  qualitloo 
of  natural  ccotlon  and  Inward  Interpretation  aro  lacking* 

Cortainiy  ilook  enjoyed  a much  greater  reputation  in  bis  own 
day'  tlion  ho  doos  now,  His  Importance  here  lies  In  his  concoptlon 
of  tho  fashionable  novel*  He  gave  it  a form  that  was  used  profit- 
ably during  the  next  ton  yoarsi  the  loosely-knit  plot  (or  oven 
no  plot),  a somev/hat  careless  langusk^e  aupplenentod  with  many 
phrases  and  quotations  from  foreign  lancuagos,  and  a wldo  subject 
covering  tho  Intrigues,  debts,  mr.rrlagc  arrangeraents,  duels,  eon- 
vorsatlono  and  aK;acomcsr*to  of  faslilonablo  society  ao  well  as  the 
aspirations  of  tba  middle  clnse*  Loscer  writers  folio v;oc'  his 


examplo  and  kopt  tho  foBhionablo  novel  pix)fitably  a)lvo  until 


^ Ollphsnt,  LiLorarj  "lotof.v  ^ ■-a  gg.nC  2£  ^ 

klrhtC'or.t:  . >;r^in::iia: , of  tho  blnoto^ntb  ^:ontur?/  (hew  York* 

Tho  Macmillan  Co*,  1 03),  p*  312, 

*•  Bright  field.  Op*  clt.,  p*  14* 

^ bunnlnghrea,  Op*  cit*,  p,  164* 
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1840  or  a llttlo  lator. 


After  Theodora  Hook  laid  dov;n  Ills  pen,  tho  fasMona  Ic  novol 
wao  ohleflj  In  tho  iiands  of  Mrs#  Cathorlno  uoro.  iho  Du^Joctc 
ohe  vrotc  about  Trere  popular,  and  in  ai^  ition  ahe  hr  : a natural 
eoprit  and  vivacity  of  oty  .®  that  wore  v:ry  plo.'?.3lne.  Tho  public 
daaandod  :TiQro  and  r^rs  of  hor  Tsorke  nnd  eho  evichintly  r3sx>nded, 

f 

for  Louis  Car.aulan  bo^^'’s,  **12:10  n’a  pas  .onquo  do  11  rcr  cuaquo 
annco  a l’r.x’ldlw:5'  do  oos  locteuro  un  ru  dou:?  ouvr:’^_;o3  ot  olio 
ranpllralt  ^ olio  ooule  touts  uno  blbliot; 'eqiie# 

Mrs,  boroj  who  was  tho  rxjxiular  widow  of  Charles  Coro,  noved 
widely  in  fas.  lonablo  circles  at  home,  in  Paris,  said  ot  leiTnan 
epao,  and  thus  booano  very  familiar  with  the  thou;:ht3  and  actions 
of  lords  and  ladios,  Conooquontly,  oho,  as  well  ao  Kook,  was  in 
a position  to  writ©  fluently  find  quite  accurately  about  the  up- 
per class#  * rovlowca*  in  tho  London  Athonaeum  in  IS39  statoos 

IT  the  situations  and  dlalotuoa  of  Coro*s  novels  be 

comparod  ith  these  usages  and  laws,  and  with  any  of  tho 
records  of  tho  actual  sayinGO  and  doincs  of  hl^Ji  llfo,##. 
they  will  bo  fo’juid,  with  a reasonablo  allowance  i'or  artintde 
colouring*  to  reflect  accurately  enoucli  the  n;>  i he  current 
oraonc  tiio  upper  clnsees  respoctlnc  religion,  .xjj^ltlca,  do- 
mestics morale,  tho  social  affoctlons,  etc# 

In  yii::  Ci-r  j of  ^ -i^o.jn.,uy  5o  (13T;6J,  ^Trs#  Gore  elves  us  a 

Yory  complete  pictuio  of  s<^ciety  I'f©  throu^li  the  oyoo  of  I re# 

Pelaval,  u y:uns  wldoT/  f twonty-flvo  years#  Aftc  the  death  of 

her  husba-'d,  ?:rs.  belaval  findc  herself  with  sl5t  thousand  a year. 


^ l.c.^ouis  w#  and 
nn.tnlaise#  r«  983* 

Allibone,  C,  A 

p.  708# 
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and  en  lionourablo  i^ac?  in  society,  rhlcl/  oh©  tokos  adv^nta^:©  of, 
uoterTlnod  to  enjoy  hercolf  to  thio  full.  Kor  11*0  Is  or©  big  ox- 
cltenont  aftor  anotl^or;  she  c/i^'-sec  from  .Tior-.iJ  g to  nlgiit — from 
dGjounor,  to  taa,  to  dinnor,  to  opera,  nnd  to  a bai:i.  At  the  ond 
of  the  London  conaon  oho  travels  on  tho  continont,  first  spending 
a tlno  in  Paris,  taot’ng  of  Its  gaiotloe.  Aftor  a oonct;h'’t  dla- 
sntlofyinc;  trip,  oho  returns  to  London  to  a marrlago  with 
Hartston  rl.o  oeoo  the  fine  qualities  beneath  her  frivolous  ex- 
terior. 

As  Is  CO  in  fas  1 nable  n:»volo,  thoro  is  no  plot,  Imt 
rather  a oorlos  of  Incldf^nta  Involving  in  oono  way  the  central 
Ciiaracter.  T}.ro\x  h l!rs.  Delaval’s  eyes,  we  have  a distinct  pic- 
ture of  b.nlls  at  Aln^ack’s,  e\’-onlneq  at  the  opera,  social , calls, 
and  trivial  convorsatlono;  wo  aro  told  how  people  bocomo  the 
fas^ilon,  how  groat  is  the  abhorrence  for  Intel!  octiml  affairs, 
and  whet  hind  of  a life  a social  cllv.bor  leads.  Ino,  we  are 
introduced  to  Intrlguoa  of  a? A sorts.  . „ . , 

'hen  .’irr.  Dolaval  came  to  town  she  put  hcrsolf  imdor  tho 
tutelage  of  n Lady  Co^  ilia,  for  **no  one  was  so  much  .tho  fasliloru’*  ^ 
Iramodiat -^ly  she  began  to  bo  keenly  observant  of  foshionablo  foi- 
bles and  soolrGntfl.  ahe  saw  how  elated  Lady  tJocllla  was  when  ,nhs 
outwitt€Kl  “a  tortoise  of  a dowag.-3r”^  In  the  choice  of  an  oi3era 
box.  She  loamod  that  tho  best  way  for  her  to  get  alon*;;  In 


J G re,  ^ Pesennuyeo.  p*  5. 

^ Ibid.,  p.  6. 
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society  was  to  make  her  reputation  as  an  “asrecablllty, ” and  that 
once  established,  she  would  be  able  to  live  on  her  reputation 
season  after  season#  Other  people  used  different  methods#  For 
Instance,  Mrs#  Percy  saw  to  It  that  she  stayed  in  the  public  eye 
by  being,  talked  about  with  the  most  fnsnlonablo  man  of  the  soa- 
Bjn,  whoovGT  ho  mlcht  be#^  The  Contessa  dl  Campo-Florlto  had  an 
even  novo  In^s-nlous  method#  She  had  ”a  puff- preliminary,  which 
appeared,  ##.,  In  the  Llomlnr.  J-boJ..  the  day  she  first  appeared 
at  Alraack’o  glvln^^  on  account  of  a fatal  duel  fought  In  honour  of 
her  baa^x  veu:<#  last  season,  at  i'lorence#”^  After  that,  her  posi- 
tion In  iuigllflh  society  was  aosurod#  Mrs#  orowhurst,  finding 
herself  not  accepted  at  all,  decided  on  a coup  d'etat#  ”ohe  nade 
herself  talked  about,  grew  affected,  lost  her  char  cter,  and— 
booa'ie  the  fashion!* *'^  iivery.ne  wanted  to  know  v;r.o  was  the  Mrs# 
Crowhurat  concomlng  wh  m there  wns  such  a scandal  with  lord  3o- 
and-3o# 

On  thinking  about  these  various  incidents,  Mrs#  Delav«il  bo- 
coneo  curious  and  asks  herself  what  exactly  Is  fashion?  Her  con- 
clusions are  Interesting#  iAie  decides  It  means: 

Ton  thousand  various  tilings,  by  ten  thousand  various 
people#  Hank  Is  positive,  wealth  positive,  but  Fashion  Is 
an  airy  nothing,  which  obtains  a name  and  local  habitation, 
according  to  the  f-  ncy  of  the  tribunal  sitting  In  JudgfTjent# 
Provincial  people,  speaking  of  their  coimtry  races,  observe, 
•ifie  had  all  the  fashion  of  the  neighborhood:  the  duchess  and 
her  daughters,  Lord  iio  and  ao  and  hlo  sons;*  evidently  mls- 
taklncs  mere  nobility  for  fashion.  London  people,  of  the 


\ Ibid.,  p.  8. 

* Ibid.,  p.  A7. 
5 Ibid.,  p.  39. 
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socond  clasB,  tall:  In  the  eanie  strain,  of  V avla^  raet  Mra. 
Bullion  and  lira.  Oinnlum,  or  other  notabllltloo  of  the  Bank- 
atock  arlotocracy  with  qu-yntltlec  of  tholr  fashionable 
friends  at  Ilastlngo  or  ttrlghton,*  ’^hlle  the  world,  the  por- 
ofuptory  world  of  tho  two  thousand,  np  ;lloa  the  designation 
of  fashion  exclusively  to  that  precarious  and  'jncertain  dis- 
tinction which,  for  a moment,  concontratoo  the  favour  of  Its 
caste  upon  certain  thlnge,  or  certain  persons;  Individuals 
d of  1 dent  In  birth,  fort  Jie,  morals,  and  ; aider  standing,  l-rve 
Bomotlaes  been  eminently  the  fashion;  and,  as  such,  ^rsierred 
before  tho  groat  or  good;  have  been  invited  overywhoro, 
courted,  carocood,  till  they  attained  an  air  of  self  oosnoo- 
clou— or  satisfaction  in  thomcolvos  and  tho  world— conven- 
tionally termed  on  air  of  fashion.**^ 

bhe  pictures  very  vividly  tho  difficulty  experlonco*”!  by  Tx»or 
people  who  come  for  tholr  one  fling  at  London  soclotyi 

It  Is,  In  fact,  surprising  how  much  refitting  and  re- 
modelling is  India pen  able  for.  poor  people,  who  have  been 
figuring  with  credit  at  their  country  seat,  to  pass  current 
In  thp  crowd  of  London  nlllinors,  mantun-makors,  stay-nakerq 
shoc-m alters,  hosiers,  glovers.  Jewellers,  hair-  reosero,  are 
set  in  motion  merely  that  three  moderately  well-looking  f^rls 
may  pass  an  evening  In  society  without ' Incurring  tho  chai»go 
of  being,  Qulzsoo,  The  parents  worry  themselves  to  death  to 
discover  tho  right  way  to  do  the  right  thing;  spend  half-a- 
year*s  Income  In  three  months;  kill  tholr  old  butler,  lame 
their  favorite  horses,  breal?  their  now  carriage,  lose  tholr 
tlrao  and  temper;  are  cltod  by  the  newspapers  as  having  been 
presented  at  sone  Caledonian  or  Hibernian  ball;  In  May,  as 
having  arrived  at  their  house  in  3t*  -Tames ’s  lace,  from 
their  seat  In  Lincolnshire;  and  in  August,  as  having  de- 
parted from  the  sane  to  tho  sane;  while,  after  all,  one 
dau,;htor  marries  the  curate  of  the  parish,  and  another,  tho 
sec  nd  son  of  a nelgtiborlng  ’squire;’*^ 

rrs*  Delaval  lots  no  part  of  society  oscapo  hor--she  evon 
figures  in  It  rather  prominently  herself  wh<wi  she  Is  seen  with 
Lord  Penrtiyn  alone  In  her  carriage  at  five  o’clock  In  the  raom- 
inc*  ' f ter  that  oplsode  Is  taken  core  of,  she  travels  over  the 


^ Ibid.,  p.  38. 
^ Ibid,,  p,  30# 
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continent » comee  back  to  London • marries  and  settles  down  to  a . 
more  normal  life,  Strancoly  enoueJb  she  has  tired  of  the  glamour 
of  fashionable  life, 

^ uiiJ  ^ arvoaua  published  In  1S45,  the  theme  of  hlg^ 
society  Is  still  predoiTilnant,  bat  It  Is  supplemented  by  the  In* 
Jection  of  a arvena  into  that  society.  The  parallel  dsvelo  mont 
of  two  fiuullloB,  the  Cleves  and  the  Hllllngdona,  is  picturedi 
with  emphasis  on  the  latter  who  are  the  fashionable  people,  lorvis 
Cleve  Is  the  fortunate  son  of  a poor  family  whose  Intel Jectual 
talents  are  early  recognized  by  the  Hec  sworths,  a wealthy  faiTlly 
which  sponsors  his  education.  The  success  of  which  is  quito 
Btartlinc,  J'rom  a plct  ;re  of  Jervis  and  his  environment,  Mrs, 

Gore  Jumps  to  the  Hlllingdons  and  their  way  of  living.  They  had 
a son,  George,  and  two  daughters,  Kary  and  /«gatha,  Georg©  was 
quite  the  fashionable  young  man  about  town;  h©  had  an  ingratiating 
manner  which  he  used  to  the  greatest  possible  advantage  In  his 
aearon  for  a wealthy  wife,  llio  two  girls  were  quite  neutral 
ci.ariictere;  like  most  yaung  ladles  of  the  time,  they  foryontly 
ho  ted  somo  wealthy  titled  youth  would  sweep  them  off  their  feot. 
Their  momi^a  lio,/©d  so  no  less  fervently,  A I^ondon  season,  how- 
ever, brou^^Jit  no  succeeo;  so  at  its  close  the  family  decided  to 
visit  their  errand mrente,  who  conveniently  lived  In  close  prox- 
imity to  tho  Heokowortha.  Lucy  Heckswortb  hmX  Just  come  Into  a 
large  sum  of  money,  and  Georg©  had  hls  oy©  on  It,  The  trip  was 
for  nought,  because  Lucy’s  mother  had  taken  her  to  Italy  for 
her  health.  That  was  no  deterrent  to  tho  Illlllngdonn— for,  as 
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George  fiald,  ”thoucii  a coneumptivo  wife  Ic  an  alamlng  tiling, 
provldod  her  fortunes  bo  ae  olondor  no  her  conotltutlon,  an 
helreoc  whose  llfo-ls  precarious,  adrlo  another  cipher  to  her 
fortunes#"^  /tfid,  aaye  raamna,  ‘*hore  is  a gl’^l  whose  fortune 
would  place  you  conplotely  at  easel  ny  aocurlng  It  or  you 

secure  Lolton,  Ilewmarket,  the  moors,  hunters,  hacks,  a yacht,  a 
te"jn,  exc^’sloas  to  larlo— “ Oo  off  to  Italy  went  the  whole 
faully. 

Not  on'^y  were  the  Kecksworths  in  Italy,  but  also  Jervis 
Clevo,  whor»o  reception  in  the  society  of  Narrieo  was  phencmenal. 
He  was  the  favored  of  aabasoadrosses  and  the  guest  of  royalty. 
**An  object  of  general  enthuslas'i,  he  was  everywhere  recelvod' 
with  a degree  of  dlst  notion,  accorded  in  iiingland  only  to  such 
illustrious  strangers  as  the  King  of  Kanover  and  Tom  *i.hvimb. 

He  had  achieved  those  Iionors  through  a pleasing  appearance  and 
personality  and  good  Intellect,  hut  imagine  Nrs.  Hocksworth’s 
scorn  at  seeing  such  a situation,  hays  she,  '’conceive  the  ef- 
frontery of  rny  gaj?dcn-boy  ever  protending  to  the  attentions  of 
ambaaoadres3es'’5«*and  later  on,  ’’-’Is  old  father  and  aunt  are 
two  illiterate  peasants.  And  ho  ouglit  not  to  lose  slglrit  of 
them,  when  he  Intrudes  Into  society  so  for  above  Lucy 

argues  with  her,  and  states  even  more  clearly  the  typical  atti- 
tude toward  a parvenu,  as  well  as  toward  fortunei 

J Gore,  2Qors  and  -arvenus.  p.  67* 

2 Ibid.,  pT7’. 

? Ibid.,  p.  31. 

^ Loc.  clt. 
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If,  Inetoad  of  obtaining;  vinlvorolty  hr^nora  nnfl  tho  notice 
of  the  groat,  •••  hlo  talonte,  like  tlio  shrow(bi0flB  or  bo?(l- 
no83  of  a^ne  opoculator,  hal  achieve^l  fortuno— If  bln  gen- 
ius woro  repaid  with  riches,  Instond  of  fame,  you  would  not 
ouroly  rebuke  him  ao  prosumptuous,  for  enjoying  tho  fralt 
of  his  excrtlono?**^ 

Her  mother  roplloa  by  telling  her  sho  will  grow  wiser  as  she 
grows  older. 

At  approximately  the  same  time  In  Naplea,  there  arrive  tho 
Duke  of  Attleborough,  Lord  John  Howard,  and  the  latter’s  tutor, 
Fairfax,  who  have  boon  on  a continental  tour.  Thoro  la  quite  a 
(jsala  tlmo,  for  these  mt'llsh  aooiaty  people  all  enjoy  Naple *  * 
society,  aiid  matchmaking  grows  keonor  tlmn  over.  In  the  midst  of 
this  the  trouble-mrilior,  Cleveland,  atepa  In.  I^rd  Howard  Is  so 
entranced  by  Is  supposed  wife  that  he  runs  off  with  her,  and 
Clevelanci  starts  to  thorougMy  ingratiate  himself  in  the  Hecks- 
worth  family,  dy  tho  time  Jervis  gets  back  from  rescuing  lord 
Howard,  Clovoland  and  tho  Heckswortho  are  back  In  london  where 
Cleveland  is  a out  to  win  Lucy.  Jervis  has  now  the  evidence  with 
which  to  prove  the  true  ciiaractor  of  the  scoundrel,  much  to  Luc:>^ 
delight,  for  she  and  Jervis  had  always  loved  each  other  from  fufar. 
However,  tho  career  of  no  parvenu  can  oeonlngly  have  a satis- 
factory ending  In  socloty;  for  no  s=oner  had  the  mutual  love  been 
recognized  than  consumption  claimed  Lucy  and  Jervis*  health  broke 
down  because  of  his  disappointment. 

There  is  a definite  plot  in  Uils  fashionable  novel,  even 
though  there  Is  no  depth  to  it.  It  does  succeed  In  further 
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rovoiAllT43  the  characterletlcs  of  society  peo  1©,  particularly 
tholr  attitude  toward  carrlac©  and  parvenus.  Ac  s<5c»r*e  to  he  very 
concijn  with  ire.  loro,  oho  has  numerous  pasoacoc  on  the  doings 
of  these  pooplo  without  Illustrating  them  to  any  G**eat  extent. 

For  Instanco,  ehc  opoaire  of  how  a cortaln  lord  was  a on  entering 
Lady  IIll’’lnGdon*B  house,  and  less  frcquer.tly  lenvlnr  It.  !Tow, 
says  l£rs6  '-ore, 

T-ady  nilllngdon’s  fair  name  might,  howovor,  have  dofiod 
these  passing  clouds,  liad  the  star  of  her  fortunes  still 
been  rooplendent.  Possessed  of  a good  ostabllshmftit  In 
London,  a good  cook,  good  equipage,  ©Dod  opera-box,  good 
everything  but  principles,  I^rd  Charles  mi^it  have  come 
still  oftener  into  her  house,  and  left  it  still  lean  fro- 
quei.tly,  v;lthout  producing  an  unsatisfactory  lm''rosslon 
on  the  public  mlnd.^ 

And  hrr  description  of  what  a fashionahl©  dandy  goes 
is  pricelOGO.  3he  tells  of 

• ••  the  number  of  hours  a day  it  required  to  convoi"*t  a not 
vorr  ill-looking  young  man  Into  the  semblance  of  a swagf'or- 
ing  school-girl  dressed  In  hor  brother’s  clothes  during  the 
holidays,  by  curling  and  perfuming  hlo  locks,  polishing  his 
nails,  cultivating  with  macassar  oil  nnd  oo-imacle  aux  lions 
an  incipiont  moustache,  and  purifying  his  mouth  with  a^chc  u 
from  tho  contamination  of  cigars...^ 

Many  moro  quotations  and  examples  might  be  cl tod,  but  they 
would  only  further  corroborate  what  has  already  been  said. 

Cecil,  ^ reer>  written  In  1B45  by  Mrs.  Core  Introducee 
another  clement  to  the  fashionable  novel,  the  role  the  dandy 
playe-  in  hlgli  society.  An  exerpt  from  the  profnee  cloarly  11- 
luotrateo  what  type  of  novel  it  loi 


i Core,  . oora  and  i arvonus,  o.  22 
Ibid.,  p.  102. 
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oat  on  offet  com  :oBlt!^on  dont  1®  f-mro  *otnlt 
In  ique  d ne  aucune  rnotoriquo;  c*o‘aic  u^:io  ‘'ijiarrerio  nou- 
vollo,  me  0 comme  blzarrorlo. . . paa  ^ roclt  n’oat  ontler, 
pas  an  dialog  uo;  tout  so  briso  tout  a la  • ^ iu;  lo  fll  do 
1*  his  Loire  el^ap  e a chaquo  Instant  aux  mains  du  leoteur  lo 
plus  attontif  a lo  saislr.’ 

10  try  to  retell  the  story  of  Cecil  would  be  1'  possible;  to 
describe  the  novel  as  a whole  Is  less  difficult  and  Tore  a .tsoos# 
The  hero,  Coc'T,  a typical  dandy,  goes  fron;  on©  slturttlon  to 
another,  from  one  sta-:©  of  society  to  ?*nother,  rattling  off  a 
steady  stream  of  remarks  on  what  he  sees  and  hears.  Tl-.roush  his 
eyes,  IJrs.  Oore  gives  skotohes  of  life  and  manoers  of  the  day 
speculates  largely  and  loosely  on  thinc^o  in  general,  and  reads 
the  rising  generation  a lecture  on  how  to  rise  In  the  world, ^ 
Tlirough  his  ©xperionces  In  society,  Cecil  gained  the  ray, 
easy  auid  supercilious  tone  and  bearing  of  a man  of  fashion.  He 
was  ©xtreaely  popular  and  welcomed  everywhere;  it  was  the  fhoM'n 
to  have  Cecil  in  attenda  co,  I'oroover,  ho  w&s  the  victim  of 
manoeuvering  mammas  and  husband-hunting  daughters  because  he  was 
to  inherit  a ,)eorag©  and£35»000  a year,  All  this  In  oolte  of 
the  descrlptl  jn  ho  gives  of  himself! 

r.oroover  in  spite  of  crow’s  feot.  in  the  set  in  which  I 
lived,  I ms  still  ’handsome  Cecil,’— the  pet,  at  five  and 
Uilrty,  of  tho  old  boys  of  sixty  omong  whom  I sauntered 
away  ay  days.  If  a few  groy  hairs  woro  oercootible,  what 
would  ti;o.v  have  given  to  exchange  tholr  wigs  for  such  a 
cr*o;J  If  ny  ?7aiot  wore  no  longer  trl^  ly  as  In  early 
days  of  woman  slaughter,  what  would  they  have  given  for  tho 
manly  chest,  enabling  Meyer  to  dispense  with  twenty  sheets 
of  wsiddlng  in  every  coat;  Yosi— I was  still  Apollo  in 
that  superannuated  Cly^puol^ 


^ dore,  Cocll.  a Poor,  reface,  o,  3. 
i jaigbur.i:.  :^evlvw.  july,  1341,  v.  73,  p. 
^ il  L2££*  V.  1,  p,  10, 
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It  certainly  pleased  Cecil  to  en^a^^e  In  'Vomnn  olauchter.** 

Ho  paid  vnaophlstlcatod  young  ladles  namoloes  attentions  eo  that 
their  affections  woro  Ir  otrl  vably  engaged.  He  was  only  moncm-* 
tarily  Intero^ited,  and  as  soon  &r>  things  became  too  comiji Icated, 
ho  made  tracks  for  the  continent#  If,  na  happened  onco,  the 
y^ung  lady  was  sophlctlcated  and  used  Cecil  as  a blind  TThlle  she 
was  oakln^  roady  to  olopo  vlth  a moio  nobo<”y  tvlthout  title  or 
money,  poor  cocll’s  ©go  wr:o  quit©  nounded.  Ho  renarked? 

I s’Tor©  It  shiould  bo  tho  last  tlTio  I was  converted  by  any 
young  lady  Into  a sere  tin,— a stalking  horse,-- a conductor 
for  tho  electric  fl  aid  of  a thundering  Papa#"* 

Cecil’s  comments  on  the  doln^.s  of  sooloty  wero  no  less  In- 
teresting than  his  romantic  esoopadea#  lie  speaks  of  oonoone  sit- 
ting beside  him  on  coronation  day,  "pre^entlnc  to  tho  aomlng  sun 

« 

the  awful  spectacle  of  a woman  of  fifty-five,— farded  and  frizzlefl, 
— ponunadQd  ana  pompon od,  — 03diibl ting  half  an  acre  of  complexion 
rivalling  In  colour  and  toxture  tho  oliest  of  a ’ Incolnshlro  frog 
He  goes  on  to  say  tiiat  “murmurs  of  ap')lause  arose.#  for  tho  dia- 
monds of  this  Duchoos,  or  tho  beauty  of  the  other  countoss# 
domeone  cloo  was  “full  of  fashionable  fidgets  and  graceful  attl- 
tudlzatlons#”^  And  so  on,  ad  Infinitum# 

That  *'rs#  CJ^re  aakos  frequent  allusions  to  Jtyron  Is  vorth 
noting#  Uoreover,  take  away  3yron’s  melancholy  and  misanthropy 
and  Cecil  night  well  fit  In  his  shooc.  He  Is  a lady-killer— 


doro,  Cecil,  a Peer,  v#  2,  p#  176# 
I Ibid#,  V#  1,  p.  153. 
f Ibid.,  p.  154.  , 

^ Ibid#,  p#  155. 
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admits  thiit  he  lias  a”T>redisposition  to  v7oman- slaughter,  v/ith 
extenuatiiv^  rmu»ifltr>r*aos,  as  well  as  a stirriiis  oonsciousness 
of  the  exterminating  nower.”^  Also  Cecil  meets  Byron  in  Swit- 
zerland, and  rc^^rhs:  ”Gad,  hov/  we  talked  them  ovorl  The  yo\ing 

women  who  had.*want  d to  marry  us,  and  the  old  ones  we  had  wanted 
to  unmarry# The  sitTiaT,ion  was  precisely  that  in  both  oases; 
anf  i foreijkirn  trip  was  the  most  remarkable  antHo  bo  for  entangl- 
in'^ alliances# 

Cecil  v/as  a very  popiilar  novel  in  its  day#^  It  had  vivacity 
and  gaiety,  although  many  of  the  situations  pictoired  v/ere  im- 
probable# Fashionable  sitmtions  and  fa slii enable  slang  abounded 
to  please  the  fancy  of  the  reading  publis# 

"Many  of  Ttrs#  Core*s  novels  are  works  in  which  the  present 
state  01’  society  and  manners  is  moi*e  or  less  clearly  impressed,"^ 
,./,Bays  Allan  Cunningham,  and  a contemporary  authoress.  Lady  Bless- 
iagton,  says  that  her  books  give  you  all  the  sparkle  of  fashion- 
able lire#^  Certainly  she  vividly  pictures  its  duels,  debts, 
parvenus,  dandies,  aspirations,  ambitions,  failtLPes  and  sucv;esses# 
Activity  and  thoughts  are  clearly  reveciled#  Furthermore,  her 

I 

style  of  \7Titing  seems  to  be  tyi>ioal  of  the  fashionable  novels# 

The  existence  of  a plot  v/aa  liamaterial,  accurate  choice  of  words 
was  unnecessary,  and  foreign  phrases  abounded#  In  Cecil,  there 

jEdinbur,;h  Review,  July,  1041.  v#  73.  p#  369# 

^TOT#T^; 

TIbid#,  p#  366# 

jAllibone , Critical  Dictionary  of  English  Literature,  709 , 
Spdleir,  Strange  Life  of  Lad.v  •R-Lu^^starunn,  p.  ±00 • 
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were  love  pasoo^eo  in  itfisllBh,  Portuguoso,  Sponlo.  , French,  'ior^an 
a-id  Italian.  Xhoro  wore  always  quotations  in  various  lani»;ua,:oe, 
which  were  often  preceded  by  a cup,>OBltion  of  this  aorti  ’^It 
was  Cowpoi , I believe,  who  B?.id,**  etc.  l^rc.  Qore  aacriflcoti  a 
(;reat  deal  for  the  oa’  e of  writing  voliiiiilnoa;.ly— hoi'  novels  aro 
really  only  pictures  of  the  tlraes  plus  a few  siir'.wd  obsoi-nrations 
on  human  na-ure'.  eshe  plctur  d life  that  was  artificial,  and  no- 
doubt  exaCs  eratetl  a groat  eal  of  what  she  saw.  One  thing,  how- 
ever, that  Gh©  did  not  oxagi:orato,  says  Wulwer-iytton,  was  the 
intrigue,  :sanoouvre  and  plotting  of  maidenly  anbltlon.  Tho  tyol- 
cal  iiJ\:ll3h  attitude  thon  was*  ’’"horo  the  heart  ia,  V.  ere  will 
tho  trcacuro  be  aloo,”^  and  tho  young  Ghglleiiman  oald,  never 
raako  love,  1 alvays  bu^  it  ready  mado.*’^ 

Althou^li  i'ra.  Qore  may  have  been  the  **liveli08t,  cleverest, 
wlttioct,  and  most  prolific  of  our  female  writoro,”5  hor  popu-  * 
larlty'dld  not  v^utllve  her.  Her  novels  are  distinctly  in  and  of 
the  Pei’lod  In  which  they  were  written.  Their  keynote,  found  In 
Moore’s  ^ ta';;-.  jn  ^ X‘ufL-:.i>L-itQr.  strikes  a distinctly  local 

chord) 

Lament,  lament,  dir  Isaac  Heard! 

Put  mourning  round  thy  oare,  DebrottJ 
For  hore  Hoc  one  wl^*o  no’ or  preforred 
A Viscount  to  a Karquis  yet. 


I Bulwoi'-Lytton,  on/Uand  tho  ish . v.  1,  p.  B9* 
„ Loc.  clt. 

^ hdinburr’h  Review,  v.  73,  P.  332. 
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Honvon  (jrant  him  now  sr>me  noble  nook, 

For,  r«et  his  soul  I he*d  rethar  be 
Genteelly  cUtnnod  beelde  a duJ^o, 

Than  saved  In  vulsar  company #1 

O 

^ quarterly  Revicjw,  April,  1833»  v.  49,  p,  231« 
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L^SSR  r?RrrS2RG  OF  THE  FASIIIONABIJ;  NOVBX 

The  T?rlt3ro  trc^ited  In  this  chanter  did  not  ha70  very  ry^eat 
ability  as  f7.ehlonable  novellstSi  but  they  Tfor©  a.^on.3  the  rore 
important  followers  of  Theodore  Kooh  rmd  I.'rs.  Oorc.  They  are  the 
ones  who  hoi  el  to  keep  this  type  of  novsl  alive  into  the 
thirties. 

First  in  this  Is  Hobert  Plumer  ^ard,  who  was  a Ic^al 

writer,  politician,  and  society  man*  His  iTiaJor  contribution  to 
the  school  of  fashionable  novels  was  Tronialne.  or  the  y?>r*  of 
"efinenror t (1323).  his  thenio  here  is  of  tho  search  of  a fanhlon- 
ablo  y iunc  a?a  for  a coul-Batlsfylng  oc:^upation.  Tromslne  is 
wealthy,  succossfal  politically,  and  hoartl?y  tlro<:  of  fashion- 
able life  even  though  ho  has  been  horn  ind  bred  to  It.  ITl3'nn?re 
is  known  in  the  fas’  ionabl©  world  "as  an  omanent  of  tho  hifther 
circles;  and  in  the  female,  ne  belon  irg  to  a non  rhon  all  pru- 
dent cothcrc  v;ln  ;ed  to  obtain  for  their  daUr^htero  and  many  a 
daughter  for  herself."^  However,  b.e  is  bored  by  this  society 
and  all  fashionable  dissipations.  Ho  seeks  rotlrcsnent  and  so’^e- 
Uilne;  doc  .’ly  aatlcfyinr.  After  he  meets  the  clcrg^Tian,  Dr. 
ivelyn,  and  is  attracted  by  the  latter’s  dauchter,  Creorrina,  ho 
is  slowly  drawn  out  of  his  misanthropy  by  his  Intermlaablo  con- 
versations with  the  two  people.  Tho  talk  concerns  politics, 

^ Trop.alno  (London:  Henry  Colburn,  1825),  v.  1,  pp.  1-2. 
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piilloaophy,  life  and  manners,  and  morals*  It  lo  lot  until  he  Is 
converted  and  reformed  that  Oeorclna  will  have  him  and  Tremaine 
finds  happiness* 

It  Is  chiefly  thi*ouch  Tremaine’s  rejection  of  his  form  or 
ways  that  faeliionablo  life  la  aeon*  Also  there  are  aono  minor 
Incldentc,  in  :>no  of  which  Jjord  Ot.  Clair  tries  to.  ^aln  CVoorelna’o 
hand  throu^j;  a thlr<‘’  party*  The  Lord’s  mother  thinks  c-oorclna  - 
would  bo  a match  for  his  son,  and  wrltoo  to  him  to  that  ef- 
fect* The  following  is  the  reply  of  this  fao’  lonabl©  yotms  noblei 
*)oar  !!ot:.or, 

.*•  All  I con  say  Is,  I have  no  objection  to  be  married, 
for  1 assure  you  I liave  no  affair  on  ny  hands,  and  I aarure 
you  I have  long  been  heartily  tired  of  Pauline*  ^Hit  you 
knOiT  it  is  cursedly  troublosomo,  bosldos  ^ oln-  quizzical, 
to  GO  what  Is  called  a oourtlnG;  and  as  I told  7jady  Oer'trude^ 
I’d  be  hojri^od  If  I wou~d  diinco  after  her  any  more,  and  I 
really  think  Kloa  Svelyn,  with  a winter  In  town,  rolsht  do* 
I’ve  no  objection  to  your  tnoklnG  up  the  natch  for  ne  if  you 
can*  iXit  I really  cannot  come  nysolf,  as  I really  am  en- 
GOGod  to  ijO  to  Liilton  to  hunt,  so  bollm^o  no***^. 

An  Incident  ouch  as  £.V:1d,  while  c’.arncterlstic,  lo  of  minor  Im- 
portance In  this  partlculiir  novel,  for  'Sard’s  chief  claim  to 
notice  lies  In  the  fact  that  ho  added  another  olenont  (the  situ- 
ation of  a younc  nan  of  rloh  and  hlch  birth  who  tries  evorytldns 
in  or  or  to  find  a soul-Datlofylng  occupation)  to  the  fashion- 
able tiict;o  ao  onpl^yed  by  Hook.^ 

The  ooc:>nd  of  this  la  Thomas  Henry  Lister,  the  first 

reGlotrar-Gonoral  of  Ehsland  and  Wales,  who  wrote  Vwoo  novels, 

the  first  of  which,  Granby  (1826),  made  8o*^e  noise  in  tho  world? 

1 Ibid*,  V.  pp.  28':^-2B9 
~ hrlGht field,  op*  cit.,  p*  j>00, 

^ Bpikor,  op.  olt*,  p*  143* 
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This  novel  was  written  to  ontert'^ln  with  ploturee  of  a alltterlng 
and  ollppery  world  and  an  encrooains  otory,^  Tho  plot  is  not  very 
complex  or  of  much  Importance*  It  concemo  Harry  Oranby’o  pur^ 
suit  of  Caroline  rmyn,  suppocudly  a youn^  heiress*  Since  she 
really  wo.;ld  inherit  no  fortune  and  sine©  Harry  hail  no  money,  her 
family  constantly  rebuffed  the  youngs  and  painted  him  in  un- 
favorable colors  to  Cai'oline*  As  might  be  supposed,  U rry,  after 
pursuing  Caroline  through  london  oocloty,  flndo  hlmsolf  possesood 
of  a fort'one  through  the  death  of  hlo  uncle’s  “unnaturul”  son, 
tho  villoi.i,  Tyrrol,  and  finally  carries  the  young  lady* 

The  novel  is  constituted  of  scone  aft  or  scone  in  the  fashior>- 
able  world  in  which  t^iOre  are  pictures  of  the  opera,  tho  ballet, 
balls,  dinners,  and  gambling  d:ns,  the  under  side  of  fas.  lonablo 
life*  There  are  Innumerable  descriptions  of  place  , people,  and 
things  that  constitute  the  fashionable  world*  There  aro  constant 
clevor  manoouvers  to  get  introductions  and  invitations.  For 
Instiince,  l\ra$  Jermyn  r buffed  Ilarjy  until  she  thought  nho  might 
use  hin  to  advantage;  she  had  her  reasons  when  she  accosted  him 
at  Almack’s,  ”for  she  w s pleased  to  find  a relation  of  the 
family  on  a good  footing  in  fashionable  society;  and  she  also 
found,  to  . er  mortification,  that  her  own  acquaintance  was  rather 
limited;  and,  being  always  possessed  with  a *^coolo  r - ^rlcr*  she 
was  glat^  to  exchange  a few  words  with  a young  nan  who  appeared 
to  bo  so  well  received*^ 

^ Ix)c.  clt*  . . 

2 i , li,  Li  St  or,  Irnnbj  ( London  i David  3rycc  n*d.),  p.  174, 
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Thoro  aro  oxr  client  'ToacrlptlonB  of  ballo  whore  noat  people 
c~r.e  to  bo  DO  JH  nnP  not  da^icQ,^  And  the  typo  of  conversation 
hoard  at  a ti  i'j  lonabl®  ball  is  deflaitely  chronic.'  od* 

"ut  t on  they  talV>;  oh  I i:>y!  true,  ’.~c  unt  n t forset 
the  chams  of  conversation.  And  what  pasaec  betwoon  nine- 
t:;r.V  - ''•C  thcp?  rieiarhn  o.-"  tho  hnf.t  of  t.io  ro:^  ; the  state 
of  the  crowd,  tho  ImpoeRlbillty  of  dancing:,  and  the  pro- 
priety i;,V3- thelooo  of  attempting  It;  tl'^at  '.r.  last  •eib'.on- 
day  wos  a bad  Almack's  and  on  Thursday  a v;orse  opera | that 
th-  nrr  bcllot  is  sapxjsod  to  be  ^ood;  aiutual  Inqulr.loo  how 
they  like  Paotn  or  Catalain,  or  whoever  tho  syren  of  the  day 
may  he;  nhothor  they  have  been  at  ha."y  A’e,  and  w’  ot*  or  they 
are  to  ”rs.  ii'sj  whether  they  think  lUse  iiuch-a-one 

handGO,  a,  and  w at  Is  the  name  of  tho  ".ei'Atjoman  tnlkinG  to 
her;  whether  R esln*o  music  makes  the  boat  qu  drilles,  and 
whether  Collnot’o  band  are  the  best  to  play  t*-era.  -There 
aro  many  wiio  pay  in  batter  coin;  but  the  small  c.  ajige  is 
much  of  this  description.*" 

Thoie  oxe  many  more  elnllar  descriptive  paeeaGdo  of  i^at 
takes  place  in  tho  fashionable  Y»orld,  but  thoro  is  no  thing  sub- 
stantial in  the  ^5ook  to  make  it  more  than  moment'^ rlly  entortnin- 
Ing.  'oroov  , it  has  no  adfUtlonal  contribution  to  make  to  the 
typical  f'  D.  Imablc  novel,  a-o  did  bard’s  '''’■cr.rA.:.. . 

The  nc>t  author  to  bo  coneidored  Is  C*  ’'cary  hippo,  .pr 
lord  Norr.anby,  who  was  Shslish  ambassador  in  hra-oe.  Ho  vrot© 
a f&f I tnlea  of  high  society,  ono  of  which,  "''atllch-.  written  a 
little  before  1330,  was  apparently  quite  ipopular.  Tno  Intro- 
ductlon  to  the  r^ench  edition" read  contains  the  folvowlng  cita- 
tions i 


I Ibid;,  p;  110.  , 

*•  Loc.  cit ' 

^ Lo  hi^clei  .L;ua^ 
temporaine  franqaioo  ©t  otrac"bre. 
le  aifecle,  1047." 
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Co  ronan,  ocrlt  ^ou  avant  of  fro  une  oolnturc  rlo!!l- 

Cttt©  ol  s^.ix'ltaello  de  la  hauto  oocld'vO  an-  r» also;  11  appartl- 
ont  > ce  type  qu©  volnlno  ontanpoTl^  r.^nan®  llfo 

(romans  du  grand  mon’e)*.^  Nos  lecteurs,  noio^on  so  mes  con- 
vaincdfl,  nous  sauront  gre  do  Imr  fair©  conn  Vitro  un  ouvrage 
qui  produlslt  une  vivo  Bonaatlon  on  angloterro  con  apparl- 
tljOn,  et  qul  eot  rost<V  an  n )Hjbr:o  don  b-n:  jIvvob  do  la  ilt- 
fer'atur©  actuol3©  de  ce  p.iye*^. 

It  alDO  adds  that  the  author’s  high  ositlon  glvos  a sort  of  , a 
propofl”  to  the  curiosity  which  tho  vorlz  Itself  deserves  to  in- 
spire* 


Apparently,  then,  this  boi’^  was  we^l  received  in  its  day; 
and  i^rightfiG-ld  Is  nlso  of  the  opinion  that  the  author  know  wh:^recf 
he  wrote  since  ho  was  a "real  lord,”^ 

i‘ho  story  concerns  the  lovo  of  lj>rd  Ormshy  and  7^dy  Matilda 
tomton.  Although  they  were  pixjjlsed  to  each  other,  their  plans 
wore  upr ot  nftor  Lord  Jrmohy  loft  for  a continental  trip  hoeauso 
matilda*  o fathor  wanted  her  to  tnako  a marrlago  that  was  rore  se- 
cure financial ly*  through  an  intrigue  whereby  ho  has  printed  an 
extract  In  a ounday  paper,  **la  plus  Infa-^o  publication  qul  alt 
Jamals  dc  honor o la  pr on se**^  to  the  effect  that  ix>rd  Ormshy  Is 
carrying  on  with  **une  femme  do  grand©  distinction  a Hone,  ***^  he 
brooks  off  tho  former  attachment*  he  taireo  care  that  iaatllda 
sees  the  article  and  J'hc  subncjquently  marries  tho  man  of  her 
father* s choice,  Jn  Lord  ormsby’s  return,  the  two  young  peoole 
are  throrn  together,  the  truth  Is  found  out,  and  tho  two  run 


Ibid*,  Introduction* 

, zirlghtflold,  op,  clt., 
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away  tocethar*  Just  at  the  time  the  young  nan  flnrte  he  can  get 
a divorce  for  Matilda  and  marry  her,  ehe  gives  premature  birth 
to  an  infant  and  dies* 

There  are  the  customary  pictures  of  high  society  people  in 

thoir  veirlous  amusecjonts.  One  lady  is  so  very  fashionable  that 

”chacun,  dans  les  bals  d’Alnack,  a* emprossait  de  percer  la  foule 

pour  aller  serrer  la  main  de  lady  c^tington,  dos  son  rotour  a 

la  vllle,**^  It  is  also  pointed  out  how  clothes  are  commonly 

named  after  a fashionable  young  man.  For  instance,  one  young 

man  had  recommended  to  him  ”loa  collets  q Arlinr.ford. 

Horace  Smith  was  another  producer  of  fashionable  toles,  and 

one  who  was  intimately  acquainted  with  aristocratic  society.^ 

One  of  his  novels,  Gale  r^iddloton.  uses  Hook’s  familiar  theme 

of  middle  class  ambition  striving  for  arlntocratic  rccornition* 

After  many  attempts,  Lady  Middleton  succeeds  in  having  a I>uoheoB 

sponsor  a imrty  for  her  so  she  will  be  acce  ^ed  in  the  higher 

circles.  Unfortunately  the  party  is  unsuccessful  b^oause  of  the 

actions  of  Lady  Middleton's  "anti-social**  husband.  He  comes  in 

to  the  party  drunk  and  dlsgraceo  it  because  he 

put  hlo  audacious  arm  round  the  fat  throat  of  the  IXichese, 
and  attempted  to  salute  her  cheek  when  her  grace,  strug- 
gling to  avoid  the  indignity,  escaped  from  the  embrace, 
leaving  in  his  eirm  not  only  her  tooue  and  its  splendid 
Oman  onto,  but  the  entire  wig  that  concealed  the  ravages 
of  time  upon  her  head.^ 


Ibid.,  ch.  1,  p.  ;?98. 

^ Loc.  cit. 

^ Brlghtfield,  op.  cit.,  p.  302. 

^ ^dle  : UdcU eton  (Philadel  hlat  Carey,  Lea  and  Blanchard, 
1334),  V.  2,  p.  17o. 
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The  result  of  thlo  episode  was  that  I^cly  Middleton,  nuch  to  her 

husband’s  delight,  retired  to  her  former  9tatlv'>n,  ‘*a  wiser  and  a 

happier  woman,  now  that  she  had  abandoned  all  her  fantastical 

aspirations  after  fashionable  distinction  and  was  restored  to  her 

«1 

proper  element* •• 

In  the  meantime  I^dy  Middleton's  dou^rliter  was  almost  taken 
In  by  a fashionable  Imposter  to  whom  ovorythlng  was  so  "uncom- 
monly  difficult,”  and  ”euoh  a mons'ous  bore*”  At  the  altar  he 
was  revealed  by  the  rightful  Lord# 

A bit  of  mystery  runs  through  the  novel  because  Galo  Is  con- 
stantly In  danger  of  hla  life  at  the  hands  of  an  unknown  assail- 
ant. It  turns  out  that  It  Is  his  cousin,  Caleb  "iall,  a w-stor 
and  a gambler,  who  Is  badly  In  debt  and  knows  that  if  Gale  dies 
unmarried  ho  will  inherit  his  estate*  That  episode  of  Gale 
finally  straightens  Itself  out  througl)  hlo  cousin's  confession » 
and  his  sister  marrlos  a sonelblo  husinesr  man  Instead  of  the 
Imposter*  Thus  the  family  returns  to  Its  normal  esclstonce* 

This  novel  la  Interesting  In  many  details.  How  a fashion- 
able career  is  launclied  Is  faithfully  described,  and  the  follow- 
ing rules  for  fashionablos  are  sot  forth: 

*,.  you  ought  never  to  be  happy,  or  at  least,  y u should 
never  wear  the  appearnnee  of  being  so.  To  be  brick,  viva- 
cious, cordial,  or  lowd-voiced,  are  all  the  Infallible  tests 
of  a vulgarian:  a haorty  cachlnation  would  almost  Justify 

exclusion  of  the  most  anoinved  member  from  the  ranks  of  the 
elite*  Ho  w!'.o  wonts  to  laugh,  must  laurh  in  his  sleeve,  or, 


1 Ibid.,  V.  2,  p.  195. 
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b0  ccntonted  with  a SAilio.  If  y *«Duld  enjoy  the  reputa- 
tion of  being;  one  of  uo,  you  must  enjoy  nothing  else.  B« 
a»  lletlaep,  Ifinguld,  and  Inipaaelve  na  you  pleaao,  and,  re- 
member that  merriment  Is  a solut^ly  excluder^  by  the  exclu- 
olv©.*^^ 

Lady  Qloesington  waa  another  wrlt  *r  of  high  :ilf©  who  knew 
Intimately  the  socloty  ohe  portrayed*^  Her  charactern  are  real 
people  of  ooclety  and  her  reflectlone  are  the  characteristic 

•Si 

philosophy  of  the  tlno."  lior  book,  1’  o Two  Frif/nda>  has  all  the 
characterlatlco  of  a faahlonablo  novel*  There  are  Intrigues, 
duels,  descriptions  of  alti  klmle  of  nartlee,  interest  in  the 
asiount  of  a person’s  fortune,  and  lavish  use  of  foreign  phrases* 
The  story  la  the  conventional  one  of  lov©  and  mlsundcrstnnd- 
Ing*  Lord  Arlington  falls  in  love  with  a married  woman  only  to 
bo  saved  by  his  friend,  Mr*  i>eobrow*  i^hen  he  really  falls  in 
love,  hla  former  flame  bursts  Into  the  picture  and  causes  a se- 
ries of  izlsunderstandlnge  until  the  two  lovers  accidentally  mo<3t 
on  the  continent,  straighten  out  their  troubles,  and  marry* 

Lord  Arlington  has  some  of  the  qualities  of  Tremaine  .but 
not  his  porsistenoe.  He  tires  of  society  and  finds  happiness  In 
tending,  to  his  estate*  ”a  latent  feeling  frcquwitly  reminded  .. 
him  that  ho  was  formed  for  better  things,  and  there  were  moraonts 
when  he  turned  away  dlBgasted,  if  not  satod,  from  the  routine  of 
empty  ploasureo,  into  whose  vortex  he  hat'^  plunged, 

_ Ibid*,  V*  1,  p*  11 » 

2 Srlghtfleld,  op.  clt.,  p*  302. 

? Ml%ur:?h.  Bevlgw.  v*  ^7,  July  I838,  p*  350. 

^ The  two  IVlond^.  (Philadelphia*  Carey  and  Hart,  I83B) , 

p*  9* 
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Hia  frit>nd  Dosbron  llkod  intellectual  pleasures  and  was  more 

fortunate  in  his  society  relationsLipss 

The  warn  reception  that  Dosbrow  ex'erionced  on  making  his 
debut  in  London,  soon  subsided  into  a coldness  bordering  on 
indlfferonce,  when  his  eoi-disant  fricjnds  and  acquaintances 
how  little  benefit  could  result  to  them  from  his 

Lad^*  wloooinston’s  novel  is  Just  another  faa::lonablo  novel# 
She  ad.lo  nothing  new,  but  merely  koeps  the  type  before  the  pul>- 
lic  eye#  However,  slie  has  the  merit  of-  quit©  accurate  dellnoa- 
tion  of  society# 

Char'lotte  uury,  in  her  Jiarv  of  ^ LacLv ~ in»”/all  1 nr. « r»rcsenta' 
at  first  hand  on  account  of  ”the  curious  and  undignified  court 
of  Caroline,  i^rlncooo  of  Woles,  at  hone  and  abroad#  TMo 
book  tells  of  fashionable  life  at  court  and  made  a great  stir 
w..on  it  first  appeared  in  I838.  It  had  at  once  ”un  Buccec  de  " 
scandal e”  and  an  immense  sale,  even  though  it  was  attacked  in 
the  rovle\7o  as  being  vulgar,  untrustwortiiy,  and  unreliable. ^ 

The  authored 0,  however,  was  In  a position  to  chronicle  ac* 
curat ely  what  went  on  at  court  because  of  her  position  as  lady- 
in-waiting  to  the  irincesB.^  Her  l>iarv  is  filled  with  tales  of 
courtly  life  and  its  intrigues,  Jealoaolas,  heart-bumlngs,  lies, 
dissimulations,  balls,  dinners,  operas,  etc#  Coui-tly  oonvoroa- 
tlons  and  letters  are  reproduced;  and  the  feolin<'.s  of  Ciueon 

^ Ibid.,  p.  13. 

^ PI  hr:/  of  §,  Lady-  In-  aitinr.  (New  York*  John  l4fcne,  IR38) 
Introduction,  p#  XII, 

? Ibid#,  Introduction,  p#  X# 

^ Brlgiitfleld  (op#  cit#',  p#  302)  lists  her  as  one  who  know 
aristocratic  society  intimately# 
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Caroline  revealed*  There  is  mach  j'ciaQip  recorded,  with  actual 
mention  of  people* o names.  *'Or  Inetarce, 

lord  ACrchlbnj7d  H(;suT'.lltc9n  was  In  a bod  humour  with  1/idy 
0Dcfor7d;  conBequontly»  with  ev  rybody  else.  »ho  l8  only 
ceeklnti  an  cxcuao  to  break  with  I1L&,  In  order  to  pursue  a 
new  intrigue  v7lth  Lord  Oro’-vci7r.l 

Piarv  lo  full  of  nlnllar  bits  of  gossip.  It  is  Inter- 
esting as  a chronicle  of  ovantc,  and  undoubtedly  has  value  ns  a 
picture  of  courtly  life.  There  are  two  comments  that  are  par- 
ticularly IntcroBtlng  ns  thoy  mention  fashlonablo  novels#  In 
November  1817,  Lady  Charlotte  writes  while  on  the  contlnonti 

I hoard  today  of  a new  novel,  which  all  the  Ehrllsh  are 
busy  reading.  But  whenever"  I do  obtain  thin  wonderful  000k, 

I do  not  know  cn'^ugh  of  Tondon  life  as  It  now  sylots,  to 
andGr6t?=md  the  ci  araotera#  I hesjt*,  iiowever.  It  la  clover# 
Blnco  these  fashionable  tales  are  now  the  favorite  reading 
of  all  classes,  and  all  ages,  I wish,  whilst  the  mania  for 
ouch  lltoratiire  Is  at  Its  height,  that  they  were  made  the 
veiilclos  for  good  purix^BOS#*^ 

Accor ulug  to  this  paragraph,  fas'  ionable  tales  wero  very 
popular  oven  before  Hook  oaro  on  tho  scone#  /dLoo,  it  app^rs 
that  thei’c  wero  Jt\ny  authors  wi  Iting  then  who  knew  nothing  of 
high  life; 

In  tho  evening  we  wont  to  the  ilayraarkot  I’huatre  and' saw 
a vulgar,  stupid  representation  of  what  was  intended  to  be 
a Btory  In  ihlgh  life,  where  arajng  other  grosB  mistakeB  of 
good  breeding,  tho  lady  heroin©  la  made  to  kiss  the  inn- 
keo.^wr,  and  anoUier  lady  to  tell  him  all  he\’  p ana  and  se- 
ereteZ  Co  rmich  for  tli©  Z‘eproB«ito.tlon  of  fas!^ ionable  novels#* 
Talc  raise,  flat  thing  is  ttii^on  £r<m  one  of  ™—  *s  novola 
wherein  the  raannern  of  high  life  ai'e  totally  misunderstood #^ 


0 £f  ^ I^dy- In- " alt Inr, . v#  1,  p# 

1 Iblu#,  V.  2,  p,  106. 

^ Ibid.,  V.  2,  pp.  19^195* 
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Letltia  landon  Is  another  who  mad©  a stir  In  her  day.  Baker 
eoye  that  ehe  Is  a nobody  In  the  history  of  fiction  but  that  she 
was  a somebody  In  hor  own  day  as  an  author  of  fashionable  novels 
“replete  rlth  the  seductive  sontlmont  which  would  now  be  labelled 
—and  then  too  by  IntclliGent  reviewer©— as  ’raav^kish  and  nanby- 
pamby,*“^  One  of  her  novels,  Homan ce  neal It 7 (1831)i  hss  as 

its  theme  unrequited  love,  X young  heiress,  Ilnlly,  coraeo  to 
Tondon  for  a season,  and  falls  in  love  with  a charming  young  man 
who,  unfortunately,  is  in  love  with  another,  iuho  goes  to  Italy, 
moots  him  thoro  and  learns  that  he  is  greatly  onairjouref'5  of  a 
young  Bpanlsh  girl  whom  he  plans  to  marry,  ^ihdly  goes  .Into  a 
convent,  mans^QB  to  got  out  only  to  return  to  London  and  die  in 
brokon  health. 

This  novel  contains  the  usual  descriptions  of  fashionable 
affectations  and  actions.  The  following  conversation  is  repro- 
duced ’>7ith  no  onlaoions  because  It  is  typical  of  mMrrla^e 
rangements  in  the  hl:her  circles,  A.  young  lady  is  called  in  for 
a family  conforence* 

The  consequenco  of  our  family,  said  hor  father. 

The  advonta.^e  of  such  a union,  observed  tie  mother. 

The  solitude  to  which  my  philosophical  and  literary  pur- 
suits——, here  the  retired  statesman  paused, 

Well  awaro  of  the  excellent  principles  instilled  Into 
your  mind,  exclaimed  mamma. 

Connected  with  some  of  the  first  people  In  the  kingdom, 
ejaculntd  papa,  ’ 

Fastidious  as  my  daughter  must  be,  and  Lady  itherlnghame 
drew  up  a ^ ^.Iraffc, 

3o  '©Blrable  a political  connection,  and  his  lordship 
looked  at  his  daughter  and  his  pamphlets. 
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Baker,  op,  clt,,  p.  144n, 
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1 be  freed  from  tlie  of  so  uch  maternal 

anxiety,  but  hor*  ladyship  wae  atoppotl  In  her  parental  dis- 
play by  the  posit Ivo  declaration  cf-- 

A»i(l,  now,  Alicia,  shall  T write  an  ansv;©r  ?.a  affimativo 
as  ouitfl  tho  divinity  of  our  home? 

.Alicia  said  nothing  and  looked  worse, 
o T/ill  spai‘0  hor  confusion,  said  tiio  co  aiteas. 

You  may  retire,  said  tho  earl. 

Lady  'vlicia  was  r>3  much  be^^ilderod  as  It  was  in  hor 
nat.iro  to  be, , ,1 

Wise  . rjsdon  f'lves  ovidences  of  hor  disdain  for  plobian  am- 
bition, In  one  place  in  partieular  she  o^.owa  this  feeling 
through  the  descri  ^tion  of  a plebian  dinner  in  a iwiner  that 
greatly  rocembles  Hook’s  stylet^ 

At  the  top  was  a cod's  shoulders  and  head,  whose  intel- 
lectual faculties  wore  rather  over  much  dovea o.^eii;  and  at 
tho  bottom  was  soup  called  mulligatawny— some  indefinite 
mixture  of  carry-powder  and  duck’s  fc  t,  the  first  spoon- 
ful of  which  called  from  its  master  a look  of  thunder  and 
llolitnlng  up  the  table,  ?o  this  suoceoded  a couple  of  moot 
cadavGTOua  fowls,  a huge  haunch  of  mutton,  raw  and  red 
enough  oven  for  »in  Abyssinian,  flanicod  by  risaolos  and 
oyster  patties,  which  had  evidently,  llko  Tom  Tough,  seen 
’a  deal  of  o i^'ice: ' those  wero  followed  by  somo  sort  of 
naraoloGo  puddlir— and  so  much  for  the  lux^rry  of  a family 
dinner,  whlc  lo  enou.'^h  to  malto  ono  bog  next  ti.xo  to  bo 
treat od  ns  a strnn?’;or,5 

Mrs,  Trollope,  tho  mother  of  the  famous  Anthony  Trollope, 
was  anotlior  who  tried  hor  hand  at  fashionable  novels.  Her 
Lottery  of  :...r.rria-o  concerns  tho  love  troubles  of  olght  young 
people  and  one  aspiring  widow.  It  is  unnoceossiry  to  go  through 
tho  long  process  of  describing  how  oach  person  finally  marries 
the  one  and  only,  it  to  say  that  before  that  ideal  is 


p.  12 


**■  r.::"Tcr!  Roalitv  ( hiladelohiat 

^ Brljlitfiold,  op.  clt.,  pp.  302-3«3, 
5 Ronoaco  and  Ideality,  p,  31. 
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achl0'/od  thoro  ore  the  usual  intrigues  and  mis  under  otandlngs 
and  pretenalons.  The  hl,^h  point  in  the  story  io  the  ruination 
of  a deeteotnblo  y ung  faohion  plate  who  Jllto  one  young  lady 
for  another  y/Iio  he  tliinka  has  many  times  tlie  money  of  his  origi- 
nal fiancee,  only  to  find  out  after  ho  marries  her  that  sli©  is 
as  permileso  as  he* 

Also  hor  character,  Mrs*  Coc’rington,  the  young  widow,  is 
intoroBting  and  oouolng*  »hen  she  first  saw  the  llotodtabl© 

young  fashion  plate”  she  thought  he  was  the  handsomest  rian  she 

1 

had  evor  looked  at*  -nit  **Ohl  how  she  wished,  as  she  looked  at 
his  beautiful  teeth,  that  he  had  a titloi— i^ny  tltlej  'Jo  that 
it  would  hut  have  given  her  the  prlvllogo  of  being  called  *my  - 
lady*  by  her  oor'/ants*”^  The  poor  worsan  wanted  ^fashionable 
notoriety,  and  it  was  to  the  obtaining  this  that  all  her  restless 
little  efforts  were  directed*”^ 

hrs.  Trol3 ope  adds  nothing  now  to  the  fasJilonablG  novel* 

♦ 

3he  merely  helped  to  keep  someth’ ng  old  alive* 

Bcnjanln  Dioraoll  is  not  considered  a fashionable  novelist, 
but  ho  did  attempt  tliat  type  of  writing  in  a notable  example  en- 
titled The  io  .nrr.  ..ui^o  (1829)*  ’Hiis  is  the  story  of  a notori- 
ously wealthy  sind  popular  fashionable  young  man  who  has  to  re- 
form in  order  to  win  the  yeung  lady  ho  wants,  IIo  rebuffs  hi* 
guardian,  ilr*  bacre,  and  then  finds  out  It  is  his  daughter,  *‘ay, 

^ h^tterv  of  :.:arriar:e  (T/>ndon*  J*  and  C.  3r07;n  and 
Co  iu  oa^5 , n , d • 

2^Ihld.,  p.  50* 
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whom  ho  rcfilly  loves*  Aft»or  r*ui!ilnL  tho  B.icmt  of  fashionable 
life  find  dlanipatlnc  hio  fortune,  he  throws  hlmcelf  un^ler  bacrc’a 
protection  rjid  rofonne* 

In  lanouatje  tiiat  Id  ornate  and  artlficltil,  Dicracll  vi^ltco. 
this  no\''cl,  5’or  Instance: 

lu  Id  olfflcult  to  conceive  a career  of  aora  \’arloue, 
moro  conotant,  or  more  dictractlnf,  eycltenent  than  that  In 
wlilch  tho  I/uho  of  ot,  Jamoe  r/ao  nor  .ene:»ecd#  Kie  life  waa 
on  ocean  of  ©njoyiacnt,  and  each  hour,  like  each  wavo,  throw 
up  Itc  pearl*  How  .dull  wao  the  hall  in  w.  ioh  ho  did  not 
bound*  How  dim  tho  banquet  in  which  he  did  not  glitter* 

His  protGUCC  in  tho  Gartlene  comperiBated  for  tho  want, of 
flov.ors;  hie  vision  in  the  Park  for  the  want  of  sun* 

* * 

Througtiout,  the  languap;e  makes  the  characters  unroal;  they 
are  not  clothed  in  real  blood*  Baker^  speaks  of  the  stilted, 

3 

unreal  quality  of  the  novel;  while  Brl£htfleld  says  it  lo  far 

from  reality  and  that  it  Is  tho  worst  of  I01craoll*s  books. 

Furtl’.ermore,  ho  says  that  he  created  his  fashionable  novels  (his 

4 

other  is  entitled  Vivian  dyey)  from  his  Inaftlnatlon* 

Theroforo,  ine  Xpun  iJuke  is  not  a ood  novel  In  itself— It 
is  unnatural  and  boring— nor  has  it  any  value  ^^r^  a picture  of  . 
the  tlinec* 

Uulner-LyttOYi  was  anoUier  who  early  in  Ms  career  vrre^te 
fashionable  novels,  but  unlike  Disraeli  he  had  some  authority 
for  his  novel 0 beoaiipe  ho  was  bom  and  birju^ht  up  in  tho  upper 
class  and  was  familiar  with  its  wayo.  His  book,  Pol ham,  or  The 

^ young  Ujke  (London*  Lontynano,  Oreon,  and  Company,  n*d* 


Ibid. , 
Ibid* , 
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Advcntarea  of  a '^eritlomanj  tells  of  the  advanturon  of  a dcjifiy  in 


frivolous  oooiety;  a novel  In  which  all  tho  elerncnts  which  hook 

had  Introduced  into  tho  fashionable  novel  are  present.^  Pelhara 

is  a youn^;;  dandy  who  may  be  receebored  for  sotting  the  style  in 

oloUiinfi — especially  tho  wearing  of  black: 

At  G tl'ie  when  tho  fop  let  his  hair  fall  in  ringlots  to  his 
shoulders,  covered  his  shirt-front  with  a galaxy  of  studs, 
and  throw  a hoavy  chain  around  his  nock;  and  browia,  greens, 
and  blues  were  the  fashions  In  coats,— Pelher;:  casts  aside 
his  jeweliry,  bruohoo  out  his  curls,  puts  on  black  waist- 
coat and  black  trousers,  and  steps  into  a Choltenha-n  drawln0* 
roo-  stared  at,  to  mystify,  and  astojnd  by  his  reckless 

talk. *.2 

Til®  plot  of  the  story  Is  about  PelJian’s  fndoavors  to  prove 
the  Inaoocnco  or  guilt  of  his  friend.  Sir  Hlohard  Olanville.  He 
is  overjoyed  to  learn  that  his  friend  Is  Inrjocent,  and  short 
afterwards  marries  dlanvll-Vs  sister. 

As  ■^elham  moves  through  society,  there  are  pictures  of  all 
phases  of  fashionable  life,  for  this  cle^’er  young  dandy  is  ac- 
cepted everywhere.  There  are  intrigues,  duels,  gambling,  night 
life,  parties  of  all  kinds,  polite  conversations  and  pictures  of 
pleblanc  and  their  ambitions.  This  novel  is,  however,  somewhat 
more  IntGroGtlng  than  many  of  the  others  for  imdemoath  Pelham's 
flashy  e:;torlor  are  many  worthwhile  qualltios  that  Indirectly  give 
a fairly  serious  tone  to  tho  book;  moreover,  ho  soos  through  the 
foibles  and  tires  of  them. 


ttrlgh^fleld,  op.  cit.,  p.  304. 

^ v^ilbui’  L.  bi'oso,  gevelorrjent  2Z  j«L2  gnrajsh  lovel  (Jlew 
JCork:  The  l’ac:"lllan  Company,  19337 » PP*  173,174. 
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Ih©  auuUora  treat^ad  Xn  thlo  ei»aptor  are  onee  laot  rrequontly 
rauntloncx’  aa  faBi^lonablQ  novellatvi  tlmt  thei’©  woro  othoi'B  la  aug- 
by  both  hrightfield^  and  ttakei)^  althouch  they  do  riot  nama 
thofa,  Shop,  w son  mm^ioua  a fei/  othorax  Mro.  Mary  *illEab®th 
Braddcn  h.i»voIl,  r.ro«  Henry  Vioou,  *Ouxda’  and  Rhoda  lirou^iton, 
£von  tho  worko  of  tl.oso  troatad  horo  hav©  not  llvoci;  *’tho  ©loGant 
santlnontc  and  r.-flnocl  dialo$iie  of  the  novele  tiiey  wrote  have  not 
rmlficed— ‘Slnc  1 other  maritc  wore  a’znobt  totally  abBent— *to  keep 
theoc  worho  alive/*’  This  opinion  c^tplalno  tho  eituatian  exactly^ 
The  only  person  11’  oly  to  derive  any  benefit  froru  these  novels 
would  be  a historian  of  ;uannera  and  customs,  and  it  would  seem 
wla©  that  ho  shou?d  chock  very  carefully  before  ho  accepted  the 
validity  of  ovarythlns  statad* 

I iirirl*tflQld,  op.  clt.,  p.  J02. 

^ Bal:or,  op,  clt.,  p.  20f>. 

’ Sr irpit field,  op,  clt.,  p.  02, 
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CI1APT5T  VII 


CHARACTEPJ3TIC0  OP  THK  FASHIONABLE  HOVEL 

. AlthouG^i  “tho  chnractorlotico  of  tho  fanhlonablo  novel  have 
boon  mentioned  in  the  brief  am^lyses  oft  the  novelc.  It  aeema  por- 
tlnent  to  ^oup  those  traits  together  In  a brief  review  do  that 
a picture  of  the  w^'olo  may  be  seen* 

The  fashionable  novels  are  T;.inda/nGntally  alike  In  tone,  but 
they  dlfler  Dome^.hat  In  their  use  of  thaae.  One  type  uses  as  its 

t't 

thomo  thQ  situation  of  a soclety-veary  younc  rnan  In  search  of  a 
satisfying  occupation.  Tremaine,  and  to  a lesser  extent, 
fall  in  that  class.  Another  (y?oup  of  fashionable  novels  usoa  the 
then©  of  tliC  dnndy  ^ho  flutters  through  society,  Qocll  and  al?o 
^ elhriin  « o typical  'iandlos.  middle  class  ambltl  n forme  the 
thorae  of  n nunber  of  those  novels,  Lajr/ers.  and  C7alg 

li  dell  O',  or  bolon;^  in  this  fourth  type  uses  the  diary 

form  as  Its  medium  of  i^ortrayal  of  fashl^nablo  life,  iliero  Is 
no  plot;  tho  reader  is  carried  from  ocaio  to  scene  throu<ili  the 
dally  entries  in  the  diary.  The  PlaTo/  ^ voBoh  and 

El  cry  of  ^ are  such  novels.  lastly,  there  Is 

tho  type  of  foalilonable  novel  that  merely  takes  a love  atory  and 
rune  it  tlirouGh  a scries  of  fasl.lonable  acenos  an*  lntrlc\ieo  until 
It  arrlvos  at  a successful,  sometimes  unsuccessful,  cohcluolon. 
Oronby.  The  JjOttery  of  ??arrlaae,  and  nonane e and  Hoality  are  of 


this  type. 


I 


Those  flvo  typoG  of  f aehlonabl  o noirel  hav®  tho  Barno  oiiar?iC* 
tcrlstiCG  In  cojsnon,  Thoy  have  akil3  in  tho  delinoation  of 
fashionable  folllos  aiid  foibles,  lively  narrative,  clover  dia- 
logue and  ;^apnic  pictures  of  tUo  surf  ace  of  aociouy.  >03ie  of 
those  novols  oven  have  a natural  eaprlt  that  is  ploaolns.  On  tho 
other  hand,  Uioj  are  often  timoe  too  se^iitiaontaiiy  I’Oriatitlc,  and 
or©  alv?a»,3  ouperficlal  and  full  of  t^llttor  and  fh©y  ai*e 

full  of  olCc^STit  sonticenta  ^nd  refined  convoraations  of  lords 
and  iadlca.  ilioy  present  irsniaacrable  dotaile  on  exterior  tiiln|^;tt. 
They  uoually  include  several  or  all  of  the  following  things s 
duels,  int  icuoc,  gaT^bline,  political  inanoouvres,  Liaj'rlai^©  ecttlo- 
ments,  qu  rrols,  debts,  i^agero,  hoiroooeB’  partiotj  at  -Imack’s 
and  tiie  opera*  lloarly  all  of  then  contain  foreign  phrasoB  and 
quotations  Trou  the  i^'ronch,-  Gponioli  and  Crerrjan*  ihackoi'ay  in  the 
Fasiilonallc  tuti'*orocc  eddo  that  faelilonabl©  novolQ  imve  no  aeldiap- 
si?lp  or  In  thofn,  and  alco  no  kno^rlodg©  of  th©  .iiOther 

tonguoj  that  Lhoy  contain  a vac -ait  philosophy  and  pictui’©  only 
the  oxtrcTios  of  fjocioty*  tlirthcrEJoro,  these  novola  all  give  a 
dellnetition  of  a part  of  ooclvty  with  Its  manners  and  customs? 
although  tho  accur^ToCy  of  each  novel  requires  door  judgment.  - 

Anotiror  olcccnt  that  le  noticeable  In  eono  of  the  fasMonable 
novels  Ic  a -yionlc  influcnco,  Iho  -Quarterly  Ker/lov:  in  1332 
Btateo  ti:Pt  reoont  novellsto  Imv®  borrowed  from  Byron  a vein  of 
©jTOtiBm  to  tholr  dlGaflvsntago  beeauae  they  have  boon  unablo  to 

^ For  coro  detail  on  this  atatemeat,  see  chapter  IX. 

^ Vol.  48,  October,  1«32,  p.  396. 
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use  it  Buccaoofully,  /*nd  a^alri  in  1839  the  oame  nr^azinc^  Btatea 
that  fashionable  novels  uoed  ^Jyron’s  riiisanthi'opy,  oatiety  and 
vanity;  that  he  started  soniethln^>  and  was  Imitated  by  would-be 
authors  who  iiad  his  pride,  soirishness,  and  disap^jolntment,  but 
lacked  his  qualities  of  wit,  poetry,  and  eai'^casa* 

hyr-nlc  ci*aracteristic3  have  already  been  noted  In  Mro.  Chre*fl 
ueoll?  aiid  the  Edinburgh  Heview^  in  iSpO  mentions  a Byronlc  in- 


fluence in  a reviov.  of  :^rs«  Gore’s  novel,  ■'•oraen  ag|  "TI^q.v  Are.  It 
states  that^thoee  splendid  ^perversions  which  tho  lurid  brilliancy 
of  hyx^>n’c  poetry  compelled  us  to  admirf.,  have  boon  iniich  omulatod 
in  prooo.^^  It  goes  on  to  say  that  abrupt  traneitlone, 
par.'xdoxical  contrasts,  crimes  of  complicated  enormity,  and  pas- 
sions of  dit^onlacal  violence,  arc  favorite  incrodlents  In  the 
litei8Lry  cauldron  of  this  class ***^  rurUiei^moro,  i-lton5  sayo  t^iat 
the  Influence  of  3yron  on  the  temper  and  style  of  portraiture  of 

and  very  strong. 

Concurroatly  with  this  Byronlsm  runs  dandyisr.i,  a word  of 
which  Hook  sa^'s  in  Tathei  s .r.n.l  .^jns  there  Is  no  othor  word  so 
froquoritly  used  and  so  little  understood?  Yet,  the  ”dendy”  > 
character  la  a popular  figure  In  the  fashionable  noval;  several 
have  been  aonilonod  and  there  are  no  doubt  many  more,  fho  dandy 
is  the  popular  young  man  of  o odoty,  soui:lit  aftor  by  all  tho 


^ Vol.  64,  Juna,  1C33,  p.  84. 

^ cf.  Chapter  V* 

? Vol.  31,  July,  1S30,  p. 

Loc.  clt. 

I A of  ui>-.liah  J iteratui^e.  p,  382, 

Lovett  and  Hughes,  Histo ry  of  the  Novel  In  England,  p.  193 • 
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glrlo  anti  tholr  namT,c.s,  whllo  he  ie  either  con3lntontl:r  dladaln- 
ful  of  thGir  ohviour.  efforts,  or  go  concelt^>d  ahou*.  It  that  ho 
boco:::Cs  a detestable  charr.cter*  I'e  Is  n:>t  Infrequontly  a mis- 
antlirope,  as  a.^^oot  always  vain  anl  eGOtiotlcal;  li]-;ewi3o, 
he  Ic  co  . .:nly  Icpu 'er.t  nnd  cynical* 

Carlyle  in  sn  oasay  entitled  T'.io  ^C. ; ^ 

tercstln^  opinion  of  tne  dai*dy*  .Ie  says  th©  dandy  is  ”a  clothos- 
woarinc  rr.'m,  a rean  7?hoso  trfjSo,  office  and  o:clotcnco  eonoiats  in 
the  wearing  of  clothes, $.nd  tltat  all  the  chindy  *'ants  out  of  life 
is  rcoo^  it  Ion— any  thin^  that  will  reflect  He  names 

as  Va©  lersdln^  teacher  and  preacher  of  the  oect. 

The  dandy  certainly  wanted  attention.  ‘ilu^o'wChout  a fashion- 
a,bl©  novel  ho  pr^incod  and  paraded  to  that  end*  ■ ho  forn3^.  an  Ir- 
terettln^  par  t of  the  novels  In  this  is  Impoidinr.t 

enough  to  bo  TTorthy  of  separ®  e mention. 

Up  to  t.-ls  'lolnt  the  typos,  rhamotorlctico,  and  two  special 
features  of  the  f-'shlonabl©  novel  ha^e  bocarr  tah.sn  up.  con- 
pi  otc  tho  c -imGy,  it  will  be  intercotlnG  to  see  how  tv^  authors 
have  defined  the  fas’^lonable  novel*  One, definition  Is  ospoclally 
interest Ins 5 

lord  Mor  -.onby  gives  the  following  definltiont 
Do  you  hnow  the  modem  recipe  for  n flnishe  ‘ picture  of 
fashionable  life?  lot  a gentlfsianly  man,  with  a gentlemanly 
style,  tal^io  of  foolscap  paper  a few  quirea,  stuff  them  well 
with  hlgj'.-ooundlng  titles— doj^ea  and  duch 00003,  lords  and 
ladles,  ?id  1 ihitun*  Then  open  the  Peoraco  at  random,  nick 

n 

Sartor  **The  Onndalc*  1 body*'  (London!  »T,  M.  Dent 

and  Sons,  l^OS),  P* 

2 Ibid,,  p,  205. 
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a suppor.l-tltlouo  author  out  of  ono  poc® 

Imaginary  oJiar.ictero  upon  eomo  of  the  root;  mix  It  all  up 
with  a nur.ntu.’^  ;:uf f.  of  puff,  and  the  book  la  In  a second 
edition  before  nlncty-nlno  readers  out  of  a hundred  have 
found  out  tliflit  the  ono  la.ao  little  likely  to  have  writ L in, 
as  the  others  to  have  done,  what  Is  attributed  to  theui* *^ 

The  300ond  definition,  that  of  Tlaaokeray,  statos  the  fashion- 
able novela  aro  nove3  a that  contain 

perpetual  descriptions  of  balls  at  D— House,  of  fashion- 
able dol  -os  at  ailto’s  or .t/roOy’fl,  of  ladles'  toilettes,  of 
Gunter's  aupporo,  of  dojeuners,  Almack’s,  rrench  cookery, 
rrench  phrases  and  the  like,  which  have  boon,  tine  out 
mind,  the  main  ln«^edlent  of  the  genteel  novol  with  us«^ 


^Cr3.;;hit field,  op.  clt.,  p.  5OI. 

* J5h©opor3<on,  T!--^  ’^ov^3l  in  '-otloy.  p-  239. 
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CIIA1T31  VIII 


DISCMHE  MW  CRITICIOK  OF  THK  FASHIunABL2  HOVEL 

A minboz-  of  factors  contributed  to  the  doclino  of  the 
faslilonablc  novel*  First  of  all,  tliore  was  a (gradual  clianse  tak- 
ing place  In  tho  social  clasceo  in  En^^-and  In  the  late  ©Ighteon- 
twenties  and  thirties*  Up  to  this  time  the  ftrletocrecy  had  stood 
In  hlcii  favor*  How  it  w^o  bcglnnlns  to  lose  prostiso  because  of 
its  ovTn  conduct*^  A 31aclr.vood  i!7rlter^  In  statos  tliat  th© 
arlatocrnc;^  had  decilnod  In  the  preceding  fifteen  years;  that  its 
oxclusivonoro  had  tsdion  a^ray  Its  kind  and  hospitable  attlt’:de  to- 
ward tho  lowor  clascsG.  Consequently  those  lower  cl  otjee  loj?<od 
less  favorably  thnn  ever  upon  tho  aristocracy  and  ac  a result  the 
subject  about  which  the  fashionable  novel  was  written  began  to 
gradually  loso  favor;  there  was  not  enough  respect  to  justify  a 
long  existence.  The  tide  was  turning  so  nuch  that  tills  sane 
Blackwood  writer  predicts  that  the  time  will  cone  when  aristo- 
cratic favor  will  be  lost  to  the  ox  ont  that  conditions  will  bo 
reversed,  sojf'lng  that 

in  proportion  ns  thoy  C::h©  aristocrat-’}  are  atlll  tm  object 
of  admiration  to  tho  middling  ranks;  In  proportion  as  tholr 
society  or  notice  Is  still  courted— is  tho  depth  of  tho 
feeling  of  animosity  :ind  hatred  wlilch  ma^  be  ongondsrod,  If 
the  exclusive  oystca  is  carried  too  fevr.*^ 

He  goes  on  to  say  that  tlie  aristocracy  oemD  unaware  of  tho 

changes  taking  place  within  the  place,  prophesying  that  raany  of 

1 Vol.  35,  January,  183‘^,  P.  73* 

2 Ibid.,  p.  • 
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Its  memb^rb  r;o’Ald  be  f 'sastln®  t i3ol3hr.2:.ar  ^7hen  tha  hand’Tr.'t- 

Ir^  on  tho  m\J2  wfiB  bofor®  them  In  chrmctorc  of 

raruheniioro, . ho  adds  that  the  passs-^o  of  tho  -of otto  Dial 

which  alrnou  at  loe'.enliiiv  the  po-j?or  of  the  arlotocrrxy  c?5d  not 

tippoar  t.  cJarrQ  that  cJaaa  as  baln(7.  l.i'^lc'?tlvo  of  h social  change 

from  witho  •* . r'ox  hiintlng,  opor- , md  alToilar  ar.uo  x.onto  ntlll 

occupied  the  l>^5ro3’  ojicluslvo  attcrtlon*  Yet,  in  cpito  of  this 

apparent  '1 orchard  on  the  part  of  the  Prlstoorocy,  thoco  roforme 

2 

froTi  without  £}radually  brought  about  n social  fusion  of  the  u >- 
i)or  and  riddle  clrxGses  in  the  eight  eon- thirties  so  that  talcs  of 
high  sociotj  very  naUirnlly  loot  the  very  glanor  and  ap^c'^l  that 
partial  ror-roGaticn  had_  fostered  for  a few  je/iro. 

Bulwor-Lytton^  states  that  In  tho  1830’ s tho  attlt tde  toward 
tl.o  arlEM>:>cracj  changed  because  on  Into*’ o^tual  chvon'TO  was  oorjlng 
over  the  ’li^llEh.  The  public  mind  now  really  examined,  tho  aris- 
tocracy to  t:.'  depths  Instead  of  coroly  accepting  ourfaco  details 
”lt  p’'0  public  m*  has  probed  the  to  jnd  -»nc  It  now  dosirofl  to 

cure, ”5  . 

Also  a chongo  in  economic  conditions  tui*nod  the  sVentlons 
of  the  middle  ol.issoo  fron  fashionable  glltt  r to  the  plight  of 
tho  poor*  The  post-war  prosperity  hart  largely  dlsappoarcrt  and 
in  Its  pi  SCO  wore  distrust  and  anxi#<ty.  3y  183^ 

I p.  74. 

Cyril  hoblnoon,  *^rlanrt  (New  Yorks  Thomas  Y.  uix>woll  Co., 
1926),  p*  56b*  of*  also  /vrthnr  L*  Cross,  a Nistory  of  ^riland 
and  Greater  Jn;;itnln  (New  York?  ’fa^illan  Co.,  191e),  o.  9?7* 

" ^^-'-iTauu  and  >he  ^^'m  isi:^*  p.  74. 
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Qvory  profeoaion  nnd  occupr.tion  Gr?fio7  su^forinc;,  and  pro- 
parings  wO  suffer— the  lower  or  • era  (jrer©7  rousod  Into  gen- 
eral and  roai’ful  activity— the  lu-l^ed  into  a deepond- 

Ing  and  hopeless  cairrj— the  bulTrar^B  of  the  constitution,  tho 
cecorltl  against  spoliation  comploioly  swept 

The  year  1825  had  brought  a temporary  financial  crisis  that 
slowly  begaii  to  rsar  the  rocent  prosperity*^  Ttio  subsequent  fluc- 
tuations in  rices  of  foodstuff o and  tho  tr  noltion  fr.^ni  old  to 
new  methoe'e  (changoc  bro light  on  by  tlio  industrial  rfnrolutlon) 
caused  tlie  poor  groat  oufforing#^  At  first,  these  c-nditlons 
didn’t  affoct  the  upper  clasr ©o,  and  portrayal  of  their  nannors 
continuecl  to  appeal,  but  these  condltloro  Gradually  led  to  need 
for  social  refom  in  tho  1?30*3  and  tho  f*nnl  result  wan  that  the 
atteantlon  of  the  public  was  drawn  into  woi'*thwhil©  channolf3* 

People  becaTO  Interested  in  social  rofora,  especially  in  the 
field  of  child  labor#  The  paosaG©  of  the  Factory"  hct  in  1P33 
started  iho  soveEcnt,ln  this  direction.  It  was  in  this  field  of 
social  r.^orn  that  tho  writing  of  Dickens  was  oopocially  signifi- 
cant. Ho  cn  o into  power  at  the  psychological  rsocient,  writing 
on  the  crucial  subjects  of  th  porlod  and  appecllng  to  tho  taste 
of  an  awal.onlng  public.  He  rodo  in  on  the  crest  of  the  wave  at 
the  time  I m society  was  beconlng  fod  up  rlth  its  follies  and 

awal'.enlng  to  a '’consciouonoos  of  an  ovor-night's  dobauch  of  wlno 
and  1100,*“^  co»?i^arlson  with  tho  TTorJ-s  of  IHckons,  th©  f'lshion- 

ablo  novels  faded  in  Inuortanoo  and  interoot. 

2 t^lackwood’s.  v.  35j  January,  183^,  p.  69. 

Cross,  op.  clt.,  p,  377. 

? Log.  clt.  , . . 

^ cTl.r  n Qvi OT . ' V * 64,  Juno,  1839*  P*  84# 
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iiarly  In  the  elGhteon-thIrtleB  the  readlnff,  nubile  wae  becon- 
Ins  aware  of  the  weakneeseo  of  fashionable  novels*  As  can  roadlly 
be  seen  upon  reading  a few  of  those  novels,  they  had  nothing 
substantial  or  durable  to  offer.  Transitory  entertainment  was 
their  only  claim  to  success  and  with  a chan;  o In  social  con*  1- 
tlons  that  ap  ;eal  began  to  wave*  The  novels  revealed  so  many 
petty  and  selfish  vanities  that  the  aristocracy  suffered  a de- 
crease In  estimation  In  the  public  mind.  As  soon  as  fashionable 
folbloB  were  exposed  to  a great  extent,  all  the  glitter  was  gone 
and  the  public  tired  of  the  subject  because  It  had  nothing  to 
offer  beyond  this  glitter.  A writer  In  the  Edinburgh  Rovlewl 
doscrlbos  this  wea!  nosn  precisely  In  saying  that 

the  novel  of  mere  manners  soon  becomes  obsolete.  Hence  the 
oblivion  which  has  already  closed  over  most  of  the  novels 
of  ’Fasl'.lonable  Life*,  in  spite  of  much  111  applied  vivacity 
and  :>crvertod  talent  for  observation.  They  are  novels  that 
have  no  ronl  foellngs,  no  life  within  llfo  that  gives  thorn 
enduring  qualities.^ 

As  soon  as  readers  saw  the  shallownoss  of  the  novels  euid  began 
to  lose  rospect  for  the  aristocracy  because  of  Its  foibles,  then 
the  day  of  satiety  became  imminent  and  the  decline  of  fashionable 
novels  set  In. 

liany  of  the  critical  articles  in  the  periodicals  doubtloss 
did  their  part  In  reflecting  and  formulating  this  public  satiety 
As  early  ao  1828,  the  following  paragraph  Is  found  In  niackwood’oi 

The  publishing  season  Is  pretty  well  over,  and  '^r^  Col- 
burn has  ceased  for  the  present  to  bring  out  his  three  now 
novels  a wook.  I hope  this  absurd  system  of  bringing  out 
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Vol.  67,  July,  1838,  p.  356. 
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evory  sort  of  trash  that  presents  itself  in  the  shape  of  a 
sketch  of  fashionable  life,  will  cease  to  pay,  for  this  is 
the  on  y consideration  which  will  put  a stop  to  it*  It  is 
degreuUnG  to  literature,  and  injurious  to  the  class  of  per- 
sons mor\£,  whom  these  books  circulate*  *.  Poets  sing  of  the 
^golden  age,**  the  ’’silver  age, “ and  the  ’’iron  age,”  but  were 
they  to  celebrate  this,  I think  they  should  call  it  the 
flimsy  age,  for  everything  seoms  made  to  suit  a temporary 
purpose,  without  any  regard  to  the  sound  and  substantial*! 

This  same  magazine  in  1829  states  that  it  is  about  time  for 
the  public  to  be  heartsick  of  fashionable  novels,  the  uproarious 
manufacture  of  wliich  ”hns  been  dinned  in  our  ears  by  trumpet 
after  trumpet  during  the  last  six  or  seven  years* 

The  Hunrterly  Review  attributes  public  satiety  and  conse- 
quent decline  to  the  very  early  thirties*  It  states: 

Such  a book  f Zohrab  i presents  truly  a dollghtf  il  contrast 
to  the  flimsy  tissues  of  false  thought  nnd  affected  Jargon 
which  have  been  swarming  upon  us  season  after  season  from 
the  sane  manufactory;  and  which  we  must  candidly  confess 
•paid  paragraphs*  and  *paid  extracts*  had  Induced  us  to  be- 
lieve more ’acceptable  to  the  public  at  large,  than  it  now 
turns  out  they  ever  wore*  It  ap  ears  that  after  our  eyes 
had  been  disgusted  for  so  many  years  with  flourishing  state- 
ments of  the  'unparalleled*  sale  of  the  trash  wo  allude  to, 
the  publisher  has  Just  been  detected  in  disposing  of  30,000 
volumes  of**,  'novels  of  fashionable  life*  in  one  batch,  on 
condition  of  exportation,  at  the  rate  of  eight  pence  per 
volume*  The  ho  fix  then  has  at  length  been  discovered— the 
bubble  has  burst— and  the  fine  ladies  and  gentlemen,  who 
have  not  disdained  to  1 .t  themselves  be  mixed  up  with  this 
long  career  of  Imposture,  must  now  bo  contented  to  waste 
all  their  sweetness  on  the  Annuals* 

*Xoung  Dukes*  will  not  again  bo  caught  inviting  Marchion- 
esBOG  of  Ducklorobury  to  *wlno*  with  them***  and  if  the 
clever  stipulation  about  exporting  be  adhered  to,  we  should 
not  bo  surprised  to  hear  that  some  of  the  works  so  dealt 
with  had  followed  their  authors *3 


^ Vol,  24,  September,  1828,  p*  3T>2* 

~ Blackwood's,  v*  26,  October,  1829,  p.  56l. 
5 Vol*  48,  October,  18  2,  p*  391. 
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It  was  also  In  1832  tliat  tho  iidlnburgh  Revls\'r^  statQo  that 
the  public  had  wakod  up  to  tho  ouporflclallty  of  content  of  those 
novels.  It  criticizes  tlie  novels  by  saying  that  they  portrayed 
only  ourfaco  charactoristlcsj  wore  of  ”fUracy  toxturo#  fugitive 
interest,  f.nd  hadj  want  of  substance,  strength  and  variety.”^ 

When  too  many  of  thece  novels  were  written  tho  whole  thing  do- 
gon orated;  writers  lost  their  on  y merit,  that  of  correct  deline- 
ation, and  sank  into  ridiculous  caricatures.  However,  the  article 
states » thio  was  an  effective  end  to  the  stylo  of  writing  because 
tho  public  woke  up.  It  saw  tho  distortion  of  the  fashionable 
world  and  consequently  able  authors  quittod  the  sceno. 

Tho  '-Oiarterly  Review^  11'  owise  oritlcizoo  these  novels— es- 
peoially  tho  feminine  novels,  in  the  same  way.  It  states  that 
they  liavo  no  power  to  grapple  with  doop  pasaiono,  and  that  they 
develop  no  roally  great  cl^ar  eters.  Their  only  skill  lies  In  tho 
delineation  of  follies  and  foibles,  lively  narrative  and  clover 
dialogue;  they  present  graphic  pictures  of  the  surface  of  society. 
The  article  laments  the  fact  that  those  novels  give  such  a one- 
sided vi^'i  of  society,  namely  of  its  vices  and  ennui,  and  that 
future  generations  will  use  them  as  sources  to  indicate  that 
^bhglish  society  deserved  its  fatei 

an  aristocracy  so  lost  in  voluptuousness,  anc'  middle  ranks 
so  debased  by  envy  and  small  ambitions,  called  aloud  for 
tho  bosom  of  revolution.^ 


\ Vol.  55»  January-July,  1832,  p.  210. 
; Ibid.,  p.  210. 
f Vol.  49,  April,  1B33.  P.  229. 

^ Loc.  cit. 
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The  Qunrtorly  Review^  In  1832  attacks  both  tho  subject a and 
authors  of  the  fashionable  novel8«  and  offers  some  constructive 
criticism  as  well*  i^lrst  of  all  It  states  that  It  would  take  a 
gonlus  to  make  the  field  of  fashionable  life  produce  so^netMng 
of  romantic  Interest*  However,  someone  who  undoz’stood  that  life, 
and  who  could  develop  It  In  the  spirit  of  that  kno?/l©dse,  might 
produce  something  worthwhile,  hvcai  under  those  clrc -irastances, 
this  vnriter  thinks  once  would  be  enou^.^,  because  the  gloss  and 
glitter  yield  so  little  of  permanent  value. 

In  regard  to  tho  actual  authors  In  this  field,  they  are  liv- 
ing the  sort  of  life  they  describe  and  are  so  subnergod  by  it 
that  they  c n't  look  beyond  and  estimate  tho  importance  of  it. 
Purthornoro,  they  ai'e  bound  by  its  Units,  havo  no  mo  na  of  com- 
peurlson  with  other  things  of  importance  and  are  unacquainted  with 
hum  n nature  at  large. 

Thio  article  auggests  that  If  the  fasMonable  novels  are  to 
be  continued  their  scope  should  bo  expanded,  and  they  should  be 
wrlttcxi  by  persons  who  havo  a knowledge  of  good  onl  evil.  Those 
wrltors  oliould  go  boyond  a limited  sphere  and  ehow  tho  effects  of 
fashionable  life  on  other  clasaos  nnd  circles  which  they  very 
naturally  affoct.  A fashionable  vice  should  bo  traced  through  a 
whole  social  chain.  Por  instance,  note  the  effects  on  the  mil- 
liners of  a fashionable  lady's  demand  for  a rapid  tr.moutt  the 
girls  worket'  so  hard  that  all  kinds  of  wrong  escapes  were  sought. 


1 


Quarterly  Review,  v.  48,  October,  1832,  pp.  165—201. 


t.  # r 'T 


- 


.<«* 


t 


r'^ : H'd' ' I cl  *»1W^^■J^VJfJ  ^lld,  *‘;< 

'■^  ffSMS  H ■ '^’  W ’ A.  ' w 

tr('  *V.  f*c^  i *v<rr  ’!6,4i-^< ';.|)| 

' ■’ ' ’ ■ .V 


• ‘ ' 1 ^ . I , 1 ; ' - 

, -,,  '»  »^'>*■  ':^‘^;;i^'  *1  Ito 

,^’4.  * '.  9u/tr  ^ '.i  Jr!»r-Tf  • ^-r£$w*‘  ';  «i4  V54 

■'■'  ■ ■ ■ '■'  • - ''^  . ■ .'  v‘sv^.y 

f*{  .'^  , • !>*.•'..■  ^ ***;►♦  rti  I^t.  ^iXtsSi  L • J^'u^..’'  iu 


I 

r' 

■H^  < K 

S;-  ' 


•*»  7 >T 

..•••',7r  • M*'  4^1  * •. .;,f .-V.  ^tJ.^im 


f* 

\ •:■! 


./  w 


■V.*'  Cp  ci<.  OJ..  ■..»v^’-  ,,  . -.AiV  i/lKr;?yf’ 


it 


!» u . » .;  . 'w  - ‘ ^ '/►■■  \j  >;'.Vr'* 

* ?►'  I A ■.  li'^ir  ( * ’ \)  ..^'■ir,'^'  .& 


<•  n ' . ' . J ' » . 

i-  I.''  . ' . ^ ' ■ » 


•‘  • »*’•  *■■  ' ;..  ••  '.>-  %'■■-,  ' ' ■ »p.'  * '■  ' 


fk •'  ;••  ’i*’  :i^  V “'  '> ■ ^ ‘ i'  V *•  N, 


»'  • 


■JM  ■■■:'’:  ■ .■■■  :.i.';v  ,,  . .., 

‘ ‘ ' • ,'  '■  '«■;(,'•  'r-,  ' ' ■ m' 

'"'a  " - . ■•;./  '■■  ' . V 


'• 


I a.  t 


S.i,A^  « 


«';'c;t:  , :H;-.  ' *;^‘  l|jf>4.  v-vj®/  fp 

V ft 


* ■ .V  ■ . •••  ■ • /pf  ^ /•■«■  '•v^-  - •-  r w _ 


fs'r , 

4»  ' 


I 4* 


,♦1  .4^;:;C'irU 

- /kih 


j \‘iDJ  ^ ^ 

, P KI/V/’-  '<■'  • ^ *‘V  vOiNi  'ii  ■■'.“ 

•1*  _ ‘t^  ' “ - * * ...  • « 

“-/j  - M^rd:-  r 


o4^^  t :dni^  ■:  to  u':  ^ 1.x, 

•'v  /‘"S  ”•  ■ '-■£'•  'V--*  ■r’'“^||  Ifl 

~^-.:S- 

*'.  ■■%♦  ■",  ' , / *;^':  V ..'.-  A,  A',  "'i\  j^jaWAi  j •, 

, ,^_  . v.  ^ ..  i- > ,.'■  ‘‘-r— r — '''ilIRli^^ 


’ •¥  * 
V' 

• ■ 

m- 

. . vir- 

. 1 . ,. 

, :'  V 0,1 

A A ' 

74 


Comparatively  early  then,  the  periodicals  aaw  the  weoJmoooefl 
of  fashionable  novels  and  criticized  thcw  quit©  severely*  The 
opinion  of  well-known  figures  of  the  period  larGsly  concurs  with 
the  opinion  of  the  above  periodical  writers#  As  early  as  1027 
In  an  essay  entitled  Tho  Dandy  Dchool . William  Hazlltt  denounced 
the  fashionable  novelists  because  thoy  ignored  all  ranks  of  so- 
ciety except  the  faslilonablo  and  the  highly  placed#  He  sayst 

Of  late,  •••  It  Cllterat  iro^  has  taken  a narrower  and  more 
superficial  tone.  All  that  we  learn  from  It  Is  the  s r- 
villty,  egotism,  and  upst.^rt  pretensions  of  the  writers# 
Instead  of  transporting  you  to  faery-land  or  Into  the  middle 
take  a turn  down  iond  Street  or  go  through  the 
mazos  of  the  dance  at  almack’o#  You  have  no  new  Inlet  to 
thouglit  or  feeling  opened  to  you;  but  the  passing  object, 
the  topic  of  the  day  (however  Insipid  or  repulsive)  Is  screed 

up  to  you  with  a self-sufficient  air,  as  if  you  had  not  al- 
ready had  enough  of  It.  You  dip  Into  an  ^ssay  or  a Novel, 

and  may  fancy  yourself  reading  a collection  of  quack  or 
fashionable  advert IsenGntst—Yacassa  Oil,  Kau  de  Cologne, 

Kock  and  Seltzer  "ator,  Otto  of  Posoa,  Pomade  Divine  glance 
through  the  yago  in  inextr  . cable  confusion,  and  maice  your 
head  gld^y.  Far  from  extending  y >ur  sym  ^a titles,  they  are 
narrowed  to  a single  point,  the  admiration  of  the  folly, 
caprice,  Insolence,  and  affectation  of  a certain  class;— so 
that  with  the  exception  of  pojple  wlio  ride  In  their  carriages 
you  aro  taught  to  look  down  upon  the  rest  of  the  species 
wltli  Indifference,  abhorrence,  or  contempt.^ 

In  this  same  essay  Hazlltt  criticizes  Theodore  Hook  quite  soverely 

because  of  hlo  superficiality#^  K®  says  that  the  fact  that  the 

quality  ©at  fish  with  silver  forks  so  Imiresses  Hook  that  he 

never  gives  the  reader  an  op  x>rtunity  to  glimpse  these  oeople  In 

their  real  elegance  and  refinernent# 


^ T#  ?•  P.  Howe,  ed.  The  Conoloto  orks  of  .<i:i linn  'laslltt 

(London I J#  11#  Dent  and  Sons,  1934),  **The  Dandy  School'*,  p#  144# 
Ibid#,  p«  I^^ • 
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liazlltt  lanento  tho  turn  litoraturo  hao  ta.'.on,  otatlng  thati 

This  race  for  fashion  and  f >ohlonable  writing  oeomc  becom- 
ing universal,  and  some  stop  must  be  put  to  It,  unless  It 
cures  Itself  by  Its  own  excessive  folly  and  Insipidity, 

It  Is  Interoetlng  to  note  that  in  tho  early  eight©  m-thlrtlce 

on  author  of  a fashionable  novel,  nacioly  Bulwer-Iytton,  author 

- elha. . CvTCio  to  see  tho  folly  of  writing  thoso  novels  and 

crltlolzol  then.  Ho  felt  that  tho  consequencoo  of  .Jio  sliver 

fork  novel  wore  a social  dangeri 

Road  by  all  classos,  in  every  town,  In  ©very  village,  those 
works,  as  I havo  before  stated,  could  not  but  engender  a 
mlnglod  indignation  and  disgust  at  the  oaradc  of  frivolity, 
tho  ridiculous  disdain  of  truth,  nature,  and  mankin'i,  tho 
Boif-oonoequenco  and  absurdity  which,  f laoly  or  truly, 
these  novels  oxiilblted  as  a picture  of  aristocratic  society 

In  the  later  eighteen- thirties  another  form  of  criticism  . 
appeared,  namely  the  parodies  of  Thackeray,  In  his  £siihLl!12J&l§ 
Autliores.. . ho  assails  the  woakneosoo  of  tho  typical  fashionable 
authoress.  He  gives  his  character  the  name  of  Lady  Fanny  Flum- 
mery and  tolls  of  her  writing.  She  is  unusually  prolific,  having 
published  forty-five  novels  in  fifteen  years  besides  editing 
twenty-soven  new  magazines  and  numerDus  annuals.  In  fact,  It  is 
amazing  tho  way  she  can  cove^  .thousands  of  pages  with  ink;  she 
can 


prodoco  a dozen  pages,  crosae<l,  dashed,  and  so  beautifully 
neat  and  olooo,  as  to  be  well-nigh  Invlolbl  , Tho  readiest 
of  ready  pens  has  lady  F;  her  -Pogasua  gallops  over  hot- 
pressed  satin  so  as  to  dietnnee  all  gentlemen  riders,,.  It 
runs  so  fast  that  It  often  loaves  all  sense  behind  It;  and 


1 Ibid.,  p,  148. 

2 DulweiwLytton,  uhnland  and  the  Inr.llah.  p,  7^* 
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thoro  It  eoeo  on,  on,  scribble,  scribble,  scribble,  never 
flag(slno  until  It  arrives  at  that  fair  wlnnlnc  post  on  which 
Is  written  “finis”  or  ”th©  end”;  and  showo  that  tho  courso, 
whether  It  be  of  novel,  annual,  ix>era,  or  what  not,  Is  con» 
pleto.l 

In  contin»ilnG  hlo  oatlnate  of  tho  fasl-lonablo  authorese, 

Thackeray  states  that  she  has  no  Influenco  on  literature  for 

either  good  or  evil,  but  that  she  naturally  catcli  s a certain 

nuabor  of  fools*  S5ho  writes  everythin';— that  lo,  nothing*  Her 

poetry  lo  wind,  her  novels,  stark  nought,  and  her  philosophy, 

sheer  vacancy.  Ao  for  her  merits,  Thac^ioray  says  her  natural 

esprit  Is  tho  only  one  oho  posoesooG.  She  doesn’t  know  her  own 

languago,  nor  is  she  expoctea  to  know  it*  she  doe: , however, 

have  a smattering  of  a half-dozen  othero* 

She  Intorlards  her  work  with  foorfal  quotatl  ns  from  tho 
French,  fiddle-faddle  extracts  from  Italian  operas,  Qeivian 
phrases  fiercely  mutilated,  and  a scrap  or  two  of  bad  Span- 
ish, and  upon  the  strength  of  those  muivlero  she  calls  her- 
self an  aathoreos*^ 

Moreover,  says  Thackeray,  fashionable  novels  contain  no  scholar- 
ship, no  acquaintance  with  books,  can  make  use  of  any  language, 
and  have  no  grainmatical  rules* 

However,  It  Isn’t  tho  fashionable  autlioress  who  is  at  fault, 
but  tho  people  who  cringe  at  her  feet,  states  Thackeray.  The 
boot  advice  ho  can  give  Is  for  .veryone  to  retreat  to  his  own 
stations  bachelors  go  to  their  o\wi  taverns,  liusbondo  to  their 
own  homes*  Ho  says  to  keep  away  from  parties  whore  It  la. easy 


^ ISllllai  Thackeray,  Character  uk  etch  os,  ”Fashlonable 
Authoress”,  p*  415* 

^ Loc*  olt* 

3 Ibid*,  p.  416* 
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to  plc^  tho  Tool;  instead  display  natural  follioo  onuns  natural 
frlonds.  Ihoro  the  fashionable  authoress  lias  nothing  to  write 
about  because  she  too  ..as  gone  to  her  natural  abode*  riiackeray 
foreceos  a Gold^.n  Age  when  that  Impoene* 

In  his  rjvjlf::  1)7  iianuo.  Thachoray  writes  an  hilari- 

ous burlcsquo  of  Ure.  Goro  in  a selection  entitled  h 


.J.v.;riJL.  by  UiQ  authoroos  of  and  ^q\  oag.;r^., 


»«  • 


22JLkd 


...  *»  « n-. 


::*c  lo-ioa  o-.j  and  r.lllinar-.; . ^ ©tc.,  etc,  .Ml  tli© 
charact  oris  tics  of  a fashionable  novel  ara  oxagger  Jteil ; ridicule 
and  satire  ai"0  prouominant.  Ten  short  pages  ar*o  fillo»i  to  over- 
flowing v;lth  dandies,  intrigues  and  fine  foreign  phrases.  The 
arrival  of  an  holreso  is  KiOlled  with  compliments  in  several  for- 
eign lan^-.agoo. 


The  men  wore  raving  with  love,  and  the  women  with  jealousy. 
Her  oyeo,  her  beauty,  her  wit,  her  grace,  her  **ton”,  caased 
a perfoet  ^fureur”  of  adblratlon  or  envy,  Hei'  clothes  were 
copiod;  within  a mouth  the  wretched  habor«  ashors  In  the 
city  eju-ibited  the  blue  stocks,  called  **IiolreBP-klllor8, 
very  oliacte,  two-and-sl^?.**^ 

Finally  one  of  tho  dan  lac,  a young  blase  earl  of  twenty-throe, 
already  a cynic  and  aia  epicure,  plots  for  and  wins  tho  holress* 
Thachoray’s  clever  use  of  wor’s  and  hlo  obvlouc  exag  ora- 
tions in  lor.lQ  and  :.lvorlQ3  constitute  a severe,  but  humorous 
crltlciau  of  the  woakneonos  of  fas'  ion able  novels.  In  another 
short  selection,  A Plan  for  a Prize  Novel , he  goes  so  far  as  to 
Bug^oet  that  Sngllfih  faehlonablo  novels  should  be  written  in  the 


1 M 

••liliam  Thackeray,  Novels  bv  Eminent  Hands,  "Lords  and 
Liveries. " (Boctom  Houston,  ’ ifflln  and  Co.,  18J39) , p,  60. 
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French  style#  That  lo,  the  author  should  be  woll-:?ald  for  rccoo- 
mendlr* *^;  vai'louo  sliOi^s  and  articles  In  hlo  book  In  paragraphs  like 
this  s 

Lad»>'  Fanay  flew,  rather  tiiain  dancoci,  across  ^tho  ball-room; 
only  a Oylphide,  or  TasHoni,  or  a lady  chauoneod  by  uhevll- 
lott  of  dond  htreot  could  move.  In  that  fairy  way#^ 

Xiio  idea  conveyed  In  the  whole  soloctlon  la  that  the  fia’Jon* 

able  novels  ax'o  so  bad  that  it  oertalnly  would  do  no  harm  to 

aako  advertiseaent  novels  of  them# 

Ijo  conclusive  statoaont  can  bo  made  as  to  the  extent  of 

Thacl:oray*s  influonco  in  brlnglnG  about  the  decMne  of  the 

fashionable  novel,  but  ho  was  doubtless  an  Important  factor. 

Lovett  and  llu<^os*3  history  states  that  an  effective  antidote  was 

adnilnlat-rcd  to  the  silver  fork  school  by  the  unsparlnt;  satlrism 

of  Thackoiny#^ 

Xv;o  aatlioro,  writing  later,  no  loss  positively  expressed 
their  dlaliho  for  fashionable  novels.  GoorbO  3orrow  ciltlclzes 
the  ra^e  for  v;hat  ho  oslls  glittering  and  tawdry  gentility  that 
is  prevalent  among  the  middle  and  lower  classes#  He  oays^  that 
there  is  a sorvilo  adoration  of  people  who,  without  rank,  wealth 
and  fine  clothes,  would  be  infamous,  but  are  adm  rod  all  the 
more  for  tlioir  profligacy  and  crimoc  because  they  possess  woalth^ 
rank  and  glittering  loablllmGntc;  and  that  the  pride,  supercili- 
ousness S2id  selfishn  as  of  the  eo-oallod  aristocracy  moke  It  all 


Ibid#,  Plan  for  a Prize  Hovolj”  p#  90# 

2 R#  !’#  Lovett  and  Hughes,  H#  3,,  iiiatorv  of  the  •lovol  in 

r.  OoorG©  dorrov;,  l omanv  Rve  (Lwlont  J.*-!.  Dent  8t  Sons,  19DB) 
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the  more  rccna'doj.  by  its  v7orehlpporf3.  The  clnn^’en  had  the 

conception  that  It  wao  c®2itoel  to  opook  Itrlinn,  ride  hornobnck, 
associate  with  fcioklonabl©  youn^  oen,  borrow  money  you  novor  In- 
tended to  ret  m,  run  into  debt  for  clothoo  or  ^odclnj’,  and  above 
all,  to  to  a waterlnc  place  with  a gay  youor  .‘’rone’ ronan.^ 

The  v.or3t  consequence  of  this  adoration  of  e:tlllty  sayo 
Borrow  lo  that  ^ontlllty  novel o,  or  novels  of  fnnhlon-'^b'^ o ‘’Ife, 
ore  belnc  roo.d  at  the  expenEO  of  ancient  ''Itoraturo.  Ho  cites 
the  xoun  ;i  c,  "the  most  une;  ceptlonally  sentecl  book  over  writ- 
ton,**  as  tho  principal  favorite, 

Tho  second  author,  Thomas  Carlyle,  3n  on  esnny  entitled  The 
Da-ndaic-::.  lod.,  criticizes  tho  sunorflclollty  of  the  f?.shlonublo 
novels  In  a vory  vlvl-:  manner.  Ho  speaks  of  tho  dfindles  ao  a 
new  roli^lo  IS  sect  to  which  Gacrod  fJooks  are  not  tvantlnr;,;  these 
aro  0^ llod  Tashlonablo  Novels,  Carlyle  started  roadinc  them  with 
the  follOT.lii^  results 8 

In  vain  that  I sumnoned  ny  whole  onorcloo  and  did  n;’  vory 
utmost;  I was  uniformly  seized  with  not  so  much  what  I 
can  call  a drumming:  \n  my  ears,  as  a kind  of  Infinite,  un- 
sufferable,  Jewo-harplnc  and  scrannel -piping  there;  to  whfch 
the  frlghtfulleot  species  of  magnetic  sleep  soon  supervened, 
/aid  If  I strove  to  shake  this  away,  and  absolutely  would  not 
yield,  there  cam©  a hitherto  unfolt  nensatl  n,  as  of  Do- 
llriun  Tremono,  and  a meeting  into  total  dollqulum:  till  at 

last,  by  order  of  the  Doctor,  drending  ruin  to  my  whole  In- 
tellectual ond  bodily  faculties  and  a gonor  l breel*'ing-up 
of  tho  constitution,  I reluctantly  but  dotomlnedly  forehore, 
••••  loving  my  life  and  ny  sensoo  as  I do,  no  power  shall 
induce  cc,  as  a private  individual  to  open  another  Fashion- 
ablo  Novel. ^ 


1 Ibid,,  p,  336. 

2 Thoman  Carlyle,  Bart  or  Hesartiis.  "The  Dandnlcal  ‘ody,** 

p.  206. 


Hta  naraes  as  tho  fashionablo  novsl  that  Is  the  load- 
ing teacher  and  preaclior  of  the  oect,  and  that  tho  dandlog 
have  published  books  '*tiiat  tho  maaaiatad  human  faculties  are 


The  criticisms  of  these  various  authors  indicate  the  many 
weaknessoo  in  the  novels  theaeolves:  ti^olr  superriclallty,  tholr 

onu-alded»iua^,  and  their  ostentatious  style,  Tho  fact  that  tho 
school  hau  not  Coen  able  to  outlive  Its  own  tines  in  any  way,  is 
an  indication  that  the  criticisms  of  theca  men  are  Justifiable,  - 
It  BOQcia  now  that  the  solo  survivors  of  the  ^roup  may  be  found 
in  the  pcrconaoGs  of  Mrs,  Gore  and  Theodore  Hook,  'tra.  Gore  had 
a lively  wit  and  natural  esprit  that  nade  her  books  of  sons  real 
inte  eot  oiid  en--ertalnment • 'Theodora  Hook  has  claim  to  atton- 
tion  for  t o reasons  accordlne  to  George  Galnts^ury,^  IIo  not 
only  l*ad  an  influence  on  Dickens  and  Thackeray,  but  he  was  alfso 
the  on©  wrlio  held  tho  novel  for  awhile,  H©  modemlzod  and  multi- 
plied its  subjects  and  took  it  out  of  its  **stock  and  type  mould 
of  oi(;^iteonth  century  story-telling, Moreover,  Hook  could 
toll  a story  well,  and  had  great  graphic  powers  in  tho  field  of • 
tho  ridiculous  that  saved  his  books  from  tho  atlgoa  of  borodom 
and  made  thorn  more  interesting  oven  though  ridiculous  than  the- 
averse  fashionable  novel.  As  ono  author  said,  ”fou  could  not 
help  lauGiiinj,  but  wore  generally  ashamed  at  yourself  for  having 
laughed, 

1 loici. , 13,  210, 


inadequate  to  I'oad,^^ 


\aovf  xorKt  warper,  p,  233. 
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VALUK  OF  THE  FA3HI0NABLE  NOVEL 

It  eecjnfl  tJiat  the  fashlonablo  novel  lias  only  two  claim*  to 
a pOQltivo  valuoj  first,  as  a reflection  of  the  times,  and, 
bocondlj,  as  on  influence  on  a later  writer,  Charles  Llcltons. 

The  faBhionable  novels  are  novels  of  mannorc,  portray ing  the 
thoughts  and  actions  of  a .ortion  of  Thgllsh  society  during  the 
first  part  of  the  nineteenth  cent^iry.  They  have,  therefore,  a - 
value  as  a record  of  that  age,  because  they  are  indicative  of  the 
current  tone  and  fooling  of  oocioty,  especially  of  one  does,  the 
aristocracy.  3ecauso  of  their  soeming  llinitatlm  to  portrayal  of 
one  clasG,  it  might  be  said  tliat  the  valuo  of  theso  novels  as  a 
faithful  portrait  of  the  manners  of  the  time  is  not  Juatlflo^l* 
However,  ail  aaUior  in  the  Edinburgl)  Review*  believes  that  no  nwol 
treats  of  ono  class  only;  that  classes  uecoscarily  overlap  to 
BJine  extent.  He  states  tliat  **undor  the  vague  title  of  "fashion- 
able  novols*  •••,  wo  may  collect  a tolerably  accurate  dollneatijn 
of  almost  evory  description  of  the  educated  classes  in  this  king- 
dom; and  it  mUat  bo  allowed,  that  from  tills  maos  of  productions, 
posterity  will  rocolve  that  faithful  ©rtrait  of  tlie  social  h^tdta 
and  feolln^a  of  the  day  which  wo  would  so  gladly  have  received 
from  our  prodecessors.  The  readers  of  the  twentlet}i  coiitury  will 
be  in  this  respect  more  fortunate  than  we  are#** 


■4'  , 


1 Yol#  57,  July,  P* 

2 Loc.  cit# 
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A 31acliv70oa  writer  aloo  points  oial  that  thoco  novol;:. 

j«3  a Tatar e rocjrd  of  a comor  of  oociot^/,  !!o  nr-p:.,  tVat 

frivolous  anti  as  tlioeo  w;i‘i3  . 1-.  q'j  v/il!!  ho 

:30lntod  to  heroaftor»  as  Indicating  a prevalent  tone  of 
thua_.;t  and  feo^ing  not  r.oro  mo  <n  thai'i  iTiRli^  . nt, — a njove- 
llkQ  ad  .Iratlon  of  oxtemal  dlptlnctlono, . 

These  novels,  then,  are  Indicative  of  temfx>rnry  conditions 

of  society  in  iUiglandj  of  a period  in  wh'ch  ostentation  and 

glitter  spurred  on  middle  class  ambition*  However,  the  accuracy 

of  e?^ch  novol  as  a delineation  of  society  needs  to  be  judged 

very  carofully;  for  many  authors  wrote  on  faohlonabio  nibjocts 

just  becauoo  t..oy  were  the  current  rage,  whon  they  themselves 

know  nothing  at  all  about  the  subject*  a notable  exam ole  is 

Disraeli’s  Yoaii-^  3 y:j.  It.  is  reported  that  w on  :1s  father  first 

heard  of  the  book,  he  exclaim  ds  ”The  Young  Dul  oi  "h  ’t  does 

Ben  know  of  d . 03?”^ 

Xho  fashionable  novel  owes  its  second  claim  to  value  to  the 
fact  tliat  it  prepared  the  way  for  Dickens  and  was  somewhat  of  an 
influence  on  .in  througJi  its  Im  ortant  loading  spirit,  Theodore 
Kook.  Boti*  fashionable  novollsts  and  Dickens  o obsorv^ro  of 
ooclcwy;  wOlh  wore  roailsts  of  a sort.  Dick  ©nr,  however,  5.r- 
proved  on  the  roaUsm  of  his  prsdecen  ore.  He  raw  his  br'oad 
dayligl:t  upon  the  twilight  interim  of  the  herd  of  Ids  immediate 
pi'cdeceocora  in  pi-oso  fiction. ”5  Where  fashionable  novelists 


*’•  Vol.  30,  Bopteraber,  1S31»  P.  536. 

2 r.yron  Brlgiitfleld,  Theodore  Hojk  and,  Hln  Hoxrcin.  p,  312, 

^ ulxOiloc  Ihiiglit,  A Po oular  Kietoy  / of  THria:^u.  v.  B,  p.469* 


f i 


■ 


- / "I  - 


w 


t*  .'•,l  * . * , :-•■ 


**•.  • 


-**?i  , 

• • » ' 9‘^Sf ' I ‘f 


W'^..  •A'v. 


/n#»if  ... 

V.  • ■ -» 7'.v  ,/f>  ■{“».  'i#.-  ^ ^ 

' * " , ■ ^''*l'  ' . ■ ' ‘ * 

/'  . -4X,  '■-  '’^'  ' ^’'-  '1  ‘ 

^!!%|  *•  * V,  I *>^;a  .f4ii. 

■j'  'V,  ' "''  .. , * '* 


■.  ■'} 


I_  ' 


«•  >:  -,v-  V.  .•.-Vii;j;«r|/#.*i(;i:  j'ibcfr  ".V.  4y.  ..•Xii|^"h»<M 


;.,  i 


t 


•T  i5  . 


V'  ■ 


I I I 

> 


’*  : r ■■  ■.' 

,'■*•*■'  . ■■  .»H 


--J  * f. ■..•»••  •■  4 


■ ■ I . ■ ^‘■ 

. T>  isr  '‘W’ 


' ' 4 fM  ‘».A  - -. 


■\ 


**’■*•  • . M ■’■  • • ' . ■ r 


>i> ‘isi 

. - - , ' .7  ^ .•  ; - ^ ''vJ‘  "v‘  '■*  ■ '■  " •' 


.,  <>  :» %..  ( ' SK  * 7^  C > 


,iij 


'♦ 


- ’a  . .)  I t: 

'ii 


* ' ■ p>'  , •»' 


Qiai  r^vo^i  sXcfjBitiCjtrf&jEjl  e'leii'fi  - ^ . t'l  ♦'fX  |i 


;•♦  , jp 

.f'S‘^4.  J 


, .^‘  ' '^'^'  ..«• 


,r>»’4.  j ,•  , ..  -■'’  -'y.-  ;.  ;'..i|  ^ ^ 74i  ■ \. 


r\4. 


63 


were  cuid  Inaccureto^  in  most  cases,  Dickons  rras  Just  the 

op;  oslte,  lie  aado  hla  novolo  doflnito  and  g vo  fine  deHnoatlon 
to  char*v.ctoro  and  paaelona.  Thor»o  qualltioa  tho  fashionable 
novel  did  not  xjoaeecs.  Writing  in  the  onao  vein,  Laurlo  "lacnuo^ 
states  that  all  tho  llterat-ir©  of  tho  early  nlnoteonth  century 
polnto  ar*l  i wac^.oa  out  to  tho  litoraturo  to  como.  r.o  uses  a 
opoclflc  oxoiiple,  stating  that  Bul^or-Lytton  was  ©clipood  by 
Dickens,  but  tiaat  he  at  rted  out  ao  on  observer,  Jlcho.ia  gave 
hla  observation  woll-dofinod  ends  for  social  benefit  and  welfare, 
/d though  the  realistic  trend  of  the  better  fashionable 
novelists  coaewhat  prepared  tho  way  for  Dickens,  tholr  great eot 
influonce  on  hln  was  through  Theodore  ITook,  chief  ©xponnnt  of  tho 
style  of  writing.  Hook  wrote  chiefly  from  his  obccrvatlon  in 
society  and  o^icelled  In  the  reality  of  his  humorous  Incidents.^ 
However,  he  was  weak  In  invention  and  was  repotitlouo,  Ldckene, 
on  the  otl.or  hand,  had  great  creative  power.  In  spite  of  He  erj^s 
superiority,  that  he  ciay  have  tokoi  hints  from  hie  >rcdoce3nor. 

Is  suggoctGd  by  both  K,  A*  Bolter^’  and  !!yron  Brightfleld,^ 

Baker  states  very  definitely  that  Hook  was  a predecessor  of 

1 

Dickens,  glvlnei  their  differences  thus*  He  £nookJ  was  crude  and 
elementary;  ho  saw  clearly  but  not  beyond  his  nose.  Dickens  caw 
with  hie  imagination.  That  is  the  difference,  but  it  is  a world 

2 I OC , ci t , 

^ Laurie  Marnus,  t si)  Literature  in  the  Mlnetennth  Con* 
tarv  tNew  York:  G.  P,  Putna-fs  ^ns,  19097,  P.  162. 

? vUinrterly  Review,  Vol,  59*  October,  1837,  p4  4S9# 

^ Baker,  op.  clt,,  p.  221. 

^ Brightflsld,  op.  clt.,  pp.  315*331. 
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of  dif f ei  oac again,  that  ”lt  w^xs  out  of  thlo  coaro©  aiid 
often  taatdlo«;o  ro&lioia  that  Uao  artistry  of  tlckcns  was  to 
esiiorgs*”^  iio  goos  on  to  Illustrate  Hook’s  method  of  uolng  massos 
of  detail  cnid  oxaotnoss  to  get  his  effect,  adding  that  Dickons 
Old  the  caruQ  tiding  to  picture  hlo  scenes  and  oettingo.^  Howovor, 
ho  oa^'s  t.*at  ’’t-.*©  colour,  tho  s2:iadeo  and  contrasts,  and  above 
ail  the  humour  In  hlo  palntln,!:s  of  flguros  iind  carroundings,  are 
of  a totally  dlffor^t  order# ’’4 

hriol'*tfloid,  i7;.o  has  made  the  most  coaplete  study  of  Hook’s 
influence  on  Dickons,  gi>ves  two  reasons  wliy  Dickens  is  recognized 
as  one  who  followed  the  path  Hook  trod*  .k)th  novelists  wore 
reallstc  and  boUi  wrote  about  minor  oharactoro  with  "humors"  and 
g-.vo  deocrl.^tive  reproductions  of  tho  externals  of  i^nblloh  life. 5 
Me  speaks  also  of  the  fact  that  both  used  tho  ea^no  method  of 
piling  uy  dotalla  to  creato  vivid  pictures#  After  glviiig  parjUel 
doscriptlvo  oxorpto  to  illustrato  tho  above  points,  Brightflcld 
goes  on  ^ illustrato  exact  incidents  wherein  there  is  ^P^eat 
similarity#  For  Instanco,  in  . ickv/lcl  there  is  a duel,  an  elope- 
ment, a faiiCy-drosa  reception  and  a trial— all  of  which  are 
humorously  portrayed.  Hook  has  .tl'.©i  all  in  dll ocr-t  ~ :\rnoy» 

Dairy ori:  contains  tlr©  eai'iO  sort  of  a comic  Parlla";entary  election 
as  lickwio:..#  horoover,  Pickwick’s  fiimous  sccsie  with  !trs.  harden 


1 Ibid.,  p,  211, 

2 Ibid.,  p,  218# 

3 Ibl  #,  pe#  2 r^221. 

2 Ibid,,  p.  2h>l, 

5 biigJitflQld,  op.  clt.,  pp.  315-316. 


In  which  she  ^a'nto  into  hla  oteq  at  an  inauspicious  aoaont  Ima 


aa  oxact  poi’allel  in  C- oi va. : o .v.;^  whero  VrB*  *‘U{>xlcQton  fainto 

into  tiio  hero’s  arras  when  ho  tolls  hor  that  he  is  to  marry 
another*  , 

Bri^'itfield  bolioves  tliat  Dlchons  and  Hook  mot  on  common  , 
^ound  in  and  ricla^lar.  o Ilo  io  or  tho  opinion 

tliat  a wrltor  of  I^lcka^sJo  ability  would  not  copy  v rbatlm  from 
Ilool  , but  that  in  his  readlnii;  of  Hook  he  read  attontivoly  enough 
so  that  ho  unconsciously  borxx)wed  closely  specific  Ci  SU’acters 
and  situations#^ 

7.I1II0  tlio  fashionable  novels  did  not  have  enouch  roal  merit 
to  auctaii*  a*iy  lastln^j  interest,  they  did  have  promlnoiice  in  tho 
field  of  pioso  fiction  for  a numbor  of  yea;  0,  pictui'ed  a lon . 
feelin^i  and  attitude  of  society,  and  influenced  a tSToat  writer, 
Pickens# 

However,  for  Uio  majority  of  readers  today  the  school  Is 

deads 

All  honour  to  a higher  criticism  and  to  the  nobler  alms  of 
popular  'vTTltorB  following  the  increase  of  readers,  this 
racG  is  extinct*  Each  one  of  its  many  genii  has  faded  into 
vapour,  oiid  has  -^one  into  a bottle  to  be  sea, led  up  with  tho 
seal  of  Oolomon#^ 


I Ibid.,  p.  339. 

Knifciit,  -:0  7uiar  liiatory  2i.  v.  3,  p.  A69. 
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DIGiiJT  OF  T1I2  r*II-0I3 

It  has  boen  tha  purpose  of  this  thosis  to  deocribo  the  de- 
velopment and  docline  of  the  fashionable  novel  in  all  its  phases. 

The  first  chapter  after  the  Introduction  deals  with  the 
social  and  oconoraic  conditions  of  the  years  tliat  gave  birth  to 
the  fashionable  novel. 

The  next  chapter  describes  the  conditions  that  wore  con- 
ducive to  tho  rise  of  t:  is  type  of  novel.  It  /x>ints  out  how  the 
state  of  tlio  aristocracy  and  the  effects  of  the  Indvistrial  revo- 
lution aifectou  tho  taste  and  amount  of  leisure  of  tho  rending 
public.  It  notes  how  Sir  Walter  Scott  had  increased  the  x>>u- 
larlty  of  proso  flctioa  ?md  that  there  wore  no  influential  writers 
to  tail©  public  attention  from  the  faslilnnable  novel.  Furthor- 
raoro,  it  tolls  of  the  trend  toward  real  ion  an  ’ of  how  tlie  extreme 
class  consciousness  gave  a speedy  rise  to  this  kind  of  novel  and 
created  a lar^c  deaimd  for  It. 

In  tno  fourth  chapter  three  typos  of  early  fashionable  novels 
are  montionod  and  two  of  them,  L'aiinah  *!oro*c  -b  olc.^o  ^ ^•parch 
qL  & CL'id  Lady  Caroline  Lamb’s  Clonarvon.  are  roviewod. 

Chapter  five  scgxegatoo  the  two  most  Im.xsrtant  autliors  of 
the  school,  ....oodore  Hook  and  Ur  * Catherine  Core,  and  tells  of 
their  Iz^iportanco.  It  treats  of  three  of  the  former’s  novelsi 
Lanvors.  L.^:-:v  .;11.  and  lllbort  humev;  and  thiroe  of  the  latter 
writer:  Fi?,r-7  of  2.  Poem  and  Parvenug.  and  Cecil . 

or  the  .'.hvoittu.-ca  of  2 Coxconb. 
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Th©  followins  chap  ter  tciicQe  ten  of  the  locsoi’  autlioro  and 
rovlo^73  one  novel  of  oaeh,  tol  iuG  plot  briefly  and  pointixig 
out  Ito  faoliionablo  clxaracteristica* 

/dthouc^h  the  charactorictica  of  the  fashionable  novel  had 
been  aciitionsd  from  time  to  ti^e,  It  eocmed  wise  to  ^oup  them 
In  the  next  chapter  and  clarify  the  t;encral  ref'-reocoa  to  them. 
General  charactorlstlca,  Including  dandylcn  and  Jyi^nloji  are 
found  in  this  ci;aptor» 

Chapt-r  old'll  covers  the  dec'lao  of  the  fashionable  novel, 
ac  well  as  criticisms  of  it.  It  points  out  that  ths  c-.an^e  in 
conditions  in  :ii£laad,  the  rise  of  Dlckena,  and  public  satiety 
all  contributed  to  the  decline  of  thio  kind  of  novel.  Then  it 
tells  hon  tho  fachionablo  novel  was  criticised  for  its  aupex^- 
ficlallty  and  its  limitati.jna.  Tho  pai'Hjdiea  of  *lmcke2>ay,  and 
tho  oritlcloms  of  flulwei’-Lytton,  Haslltt,  tjudylo,  and  borrow 
were  notet. 

» 

The  final  chapter  dlscuosoo  the  value  of  tho  fashionable 
novel  as  a reflection  of  society  and  ao  on  influence  on  biokona. 
A statoraent  aa  to  its  value  to  the  generil  reader  is  also  male. 
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